GENESEO POLICE DEPARTMENT
119 MAIN STREET, GENESEO, NEW YORK 14454
TEL 585-243-2420 / FAX 585-243-2443
WWW.GENESEOPOLICE.ORG

January 22, 2016

Mayor Hatheway & the Geneseo Village Board
119 Main Street

Geneseo, New York 14454

Re: Annual Report for 2015

Dear Mayor Hatheway & the Geneseo Village Board:

Attached hereto please find the Geneseo Police Department annual report for 2015.
Once you have read the report, it is hoped that the Village Board Members will have gained
a more thorough understanding of the Village Police Department. As always, this

Department appreciates your time and ongoing support.

Sincerely,

o

Eric Osganian
Chief of Police


http://www.geneseopolice.org/

Department Staff

For 2015, the police department was comprised of seven full time sworn officers,
which includes a police chief and a sergeant. In addition, the department employed five part-

time sworn police officers and a part-time investigator. The department operated without any

clerical staff in 2015.

A part-time civilian meter attendant was hired late summer to fill the vacant
parking/dog control position. Dog control enforcement responsibilities were absorbed by the
police department, with assistance from Livingston County Dog Control.

According to the 2011 Census estimate, the Village of Geneseo has approximately

8,114 people in residence. This calculates to a ratio of one full-time officer for every 1,159

residents.

During 2015, the staff of the police department included:

Chief of Police
Sergeant

Full-Time Officers

Part-Time Officers

Part-Time Secretary

Part-Time Parking Attendant

Eric Osganian
Dana Carson

Daniel Piedmonte
Raymond Goulet
Benjamin Swanson
Christopher Matteson
Travis Lana

Vacant

Dylan DiPasquale
Phillip Bauers
Zachary Hinkson
Jason Yasso
Jeffery Szczesniak

Robert Fuller, Investigator

Vacant

Teresa Easton



Calls for Service

“Call for Service” is what the police department refers to as the service call or
complaint. Very broad, this work encompasses criminal complaints; disorderly person(s);
lost property of all kinds; assisting a stranded motorist; assisting the ambulance; traffic
control; assisting another agency; special events or parades; property checks and any other
instance where citizens might desire the services of the police department.

One of the more frequent occurrences is the ‘traffic complaint”. A traffic complaint
can consist of anything from a motorist violating a traffic law to possible road rage. These
types of complaints have increased due to the increase in our vehicular traffic in the Village.
Geneseo Police Officers responded to these complaints 365 times during 2015.

Seemingly a routine call, the call for service is often the most important call to the
police. It provides contact between the public and the Geneseo Police Department. This
contact continues to number in the thousands every year.

As you can see from the graph below, the Geneseo Police Department’s “Calls for
Service” have remained consistent over the past several years. These “Calls for Service”
totals for the past few years clearly show that Geneseo Police officers are busy every day.
Geneseo Police officers handled 8,057 service calls in 2015. This is a substantial increase

from a decade ago.
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Accidents

During 2015, Geneseo Police officers filed 148 motor vehicle accident reports. This is
a 9% decrease in motor vehicle accidents compared to last year and a 55% decrease from a
decade ago. The Village of Geneseo has more vehicular traffic than any other Village in

Livingston County. The chart below shows the number of accidents for the past four years,

as well as the number of accidents investigated a decade ago.
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A breakdown of the accidents shown in the graph above is as follows:

Accidents 2005 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015
Property Damage 176 | 131 | 103 | 134 | 116
Personal Injury 16 10 6 9 11
Pedestrian Accidents 1 0 2 1 2
Fatalities 1 1 0 0 0
Hit and Run Accidents 35 28 11 18 19
Totals 229 | 170 | 122 | 162 | 148

The police department has received over $96,960 in grant funding for our Selective
Traffic Enforcement Program (old STEP Program) from New York State. These funds are
used for the enforcement of aggressive driving violations, such as speeding and failure to

obey a traffic control device (stop sign, stop light, yield sign...). These violations have been

a cause of our motor vehicle accidents.




Traffic Arrests

During 2015, a total of 2,714 traffic tickets were issued by Geneseo Police officers.
This is a slight increase from last year. A chart is featured below outlining the number of

tickets written over the past four years, as well as in 2005.
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A breakdown of some the traffic tickets shown in the graph above are as follows:

Charge 2005 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015
Driving While Intoxicated 63 32 43 23 47
Speeding 351 | 464 | 416 | 478 | 284
Equipment Violations 283 | 315 | 437 | 403 | 544
Fail to Obey a Traffic Device 240 | 420 | 366 | 631 | 483
Fail to Yield to Pedestrians 104 3 3 2 6
Driver’s License Violations 111 | 322 | 310 | 301 | 458
Stop Sign Violations 96 64 66 49 27
Passed School Bus Violations 1 5 6 10 5
Registration Violations 37 97 127 96 300
Insurance Violations 30 128 | 109 33 35
Seat Belt Violations 210 | 148 78 47 66
Inspection Violations 103 | 111 | 209 141 140
Cell Phone Violations 0 84 140 74 71
Total Traffic Tickets Issued 1,748 | 2,411 | 2,498 | 2,507 | 2,714




Parking Enforcement

Parking enforcement continues to be a major part of a police officer’s job in Geneseo.
A total of 4,673 parking tickets were issued during 2015. This is a 1,263 increase from the
3,410 parking tickets issued last year.

Newly hired part-time employee Teresa Easton is responsible for the issuance of
parking tickets in the metered areas of the business district of the Village, as well as permit
only parking in the municipal lot and University Drive. Teresa was hired in August of 2015.
During 2015, Teresa issued 2,952 metered violations tickets, which is an increase from the
1,102 tickets issued last year.

Uniform personnel issued 1,721 tickets during the course of their patrols. This is a
decrease from the 2,308 tickets issued in 2014. These tickets range from a $10.00 fine to an
$80.00 fine.

The total amounts collected from the meters and parking fines amounted to
$68,359.42, which is a $2,665.73 increase from last year’s amount of $65,693.609.

Court Fines

Enforcement efforts by Geneseo Police officers amounted to approximately
$336,242.50 fines being collected by the Geneseo Village Justices for 2015. This is a
decrease from last year’s amount of $362,530. According to the Justice Court Fund of the
Office of the State Comptroller, the Geneseo Village Court is ranked 193 out of 1,236
Justice Courts in New York State in total revenue reported. Of the $336,242.50 collected:
$150,920.25 went to New York State; $13,485 went to Livingston County; and $171,837.25
was returned to the Village.

The Village also received $34,500 in traffic diversion revenue from the Livingston
County District Attorney’s Office; for a total amount of approximately $206,337.25 being
returned to the Village in the form of revenue. This is a decrease from last year’s amount of
$213,847.



Criminal Investigations

Under the provisions of Section 837 of the New York State Executive Law, the
Division of Criminal Services (DCJS) is the agency which is authorized to direct and operate
the Uniform Crime Report program for the Federal Government. All New York State
Village, Town, City, County and State law enforcement agencies are required to send
monthly crime statistics to DCJS.

In 1965, the Geneseo Police Department recorded 195 criminal investigations. During
2015, Geneseo Police officers were called upon to investigate 823 criminal incidents. The
chart below represents some of the types of crimes that were investigated by the Geneseo

Police Department.

Category 2005 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015
Murder/Manslaughter 0 0 0 0 0
Arson 0 0 0 0 0
Robbery 0 0 3 2 1
Assault 9 6 6 6 10
Burglary/Trespass 37 26 24 19 32
Criminal Mischief 106 64 57 35 32
Larceny 216 158 152 104 96
Motor Vehicle Theft 2 2 0 1 2
Disorderly Conduct 41 34 34 9 18
Harassment 59 54 42 38 24
Drug Violations 34 18 32 51 110
Alcohol Violations 93 65 35 37 39
Sex Offenses 10 5 4 6 7
Family Offenses 36 34 19 28 31
DWI Offenses 63 32 43 23 47
Unattended Deaths 1 2 3 5 3
Total Cases Investigated 800 810 726 725 823




Criminal Arrests

Geneseo Officers made 406 arrests in 2015. The graph below shows that the number

of arrests has been declining over the past several years.
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The chart below highlights some of the charges listed in the graph above.

Category 2005 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015
Robbery 0 0 2 2 0
Assault 3 1 4 4 10
Burglary 4 2 7 3 3
Sex Offenses (all types) 4 3 2 2 4
Trespass 10 2 3 4 5}
Criminal Mischief 6 13 7 9 9
Disorderly Conduct 31 27 22 10 20
Drug Violations 28 19 28 49 107
Harassment (all types) 17 21 14 13 19
Larceny (all types) 30 40 S7 59 35
Warrant Arrests 38 23 23 29 29
Open Container 34 26 17 28 32
Underage Drinking 64 27 26 25 21
Loud Noise Violations 13 12 10 13 18




Grants/Funding

The Geneseo Police Department was able to apply for several Federal, State and

Local grants, totaling $39,654 in 2015. Some of the funding will carry over into 2016. A
breakdown of the funding is as follows:

1.

A child safety grant for $3,300. This grant pays for child safety seats and allows a
trained police officer to administer child safety seat checks. These checks allow the
officer to determine if the safety seat is fitted properly. An estimated 95% of safety
seats are not properly fitted.

Police Traffic Services (PTS) program grant for $11,960. This grant pays for
overtime costs for traffic enforcement. The goal of this grant is to reduce the amount
of accidents we have during the year. This grant targets aggressive driving violations
and seat belt violations. The Village has an estimated 94% compliance seatbelt usage
rate, which is higher than the State average of 91%.

A $12,762.20 in STOP-DW!I funding, to purchase updated video cameras for two
patrol cars, four new laptop computers, and image scanners and printers for the TraCs
(NYS accident and ticket) software program.

A grant in the amount of $361.27 from the US Department of Justice to purchase a
new bullet-proof vest for an officer.

Specialized STOP-DW!I Holiday Crackdown from Livingston County in the amount
of $4,770. This funding was used for wages associated with traffic/DWI enforcement
around the holidays.

The Geneseo Healthy Campus Coalition funding in the amount of $4,000 for alcohol
compliance checks, fraudulent license details and underage alcohol enforcement.

A Wal-Mart community grant in the amount of $2,500 for the “Shop with a Cop”

program which was held on December 19.

The police department has been able to obtain a total of approximately $687.427 in
funding, since January of 2004.



Training

The Geneseo Police Department continued to keep its police force trained and
knowledgeable. Training is a consistent and continual process. This training has assisted
Geneseo Police officers in accommodating the growing needs and requirements of the
Village community. Below is a breakdown of some of the training courses Geneseo Police
officers attended in 2015:

NARCAN, Opioid overdose Training

NYS Mandated Reporter Training

Blood borne Pathogens Training

Sexual Harassment Training

Workplace Violence Training

Respiratory Protection & Tuberculosis Training
TASER Refresher Training

Standard Field Sobriety Testing Training
Suspicious Activity Reporting Training

Adult Protection Training

Firearms Training & Avrticle 35

Pursuit & Civil Liability Training

Use of Force Training

Vehicle Stops Training

CPR & AED Training

Search Warrant Training

E-Justice Portal Recertification Training

Property Management & Evidence Room Training
Advanced Interview & Interrogation Training
Highway Traffic Safety Conference in Syracuse, NY
Criminal Justice Access Training

Violence Against Women Training

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Training
Domestic Terrorism & Sovereign Citizens Training
Fraudulent Documents & Imposter Training

Law Enforcement Updates, Practices & Procedures Training
Advanced Social Media Investigations Training
Mobile Computer Training



Year in Review

Our general complaints stayed consistent compared to 2014. However, criminal
complaints and investigations increased in 2015. Specifically, we saw the number of
assaults, burglaries, disorderly conduct, and drug complaints and arrests increase. 2015
seemed to be especially busy with activity.

The Village continues to grow in population and business activity; however our full-
time staffing numbers have decreased from 2012. With
the number of complaints and investigations increasing |
in the Village and with our staffing levels decreased,; it \
has been challenging for the police department to
continue to be proactive in the community.

The police department was involved in several
traffic safety programs throughout 2015. Traffic safety
has become a major part of a police officer’s job, due to
the increasing number of vehicles and pedestrians that
travel in and about the Village. The Village also attracts numerous parades, races and walks
every year, more than any other village or town in Livingston County.

These programs include New York State’s Campaign Safe and Sober, Buckle-Up
New York, Operation Safe Stop-passed stopped school bus enforcement, Speed and
Aggressive Driving Awareness and Child Safety Seat inspections. Pictured above right is
Officer Benjamin Swanson installing a child safety seat
during one of our child safety seat check events at the
Geneseo Fire Hall. Pictured to the bottom right is Officer
Daniel Piedmonte installing a safety seat. Our safety seat
program inspects dozens of safety seats a year. It is
sponsored by a grant from the Governor’s Traffic Safety
Committee.

The police department also offers a property
check program, where physical checks are made of
unoccupied properties to keep our burglary complaints low. The police department also
participates in a bicycle rodeo every year at Highland Park, in cooperation with Cornell
Cooperative Extension.




Noteworthy Incidents

The police department was involved in several high profile cases in 2015. Below are
some of those cases.

On January 9, 2015, Officer Phillip Bauers responded to Oneida Avenue for a 20 year
old female who overdosed on heroin. The officer arrived and found the female in the
backseat of a vehicle unconscious. The female did overdose on heroin. The officer
administered a dose of Naloxone (NARCAN), which is an opioid antagonist. The dose was
able to bring the female back into consciousness. The ambulance arrived shortly thereafter
and she was transported to an area hospital for treatment. The dose of medication is credited
with saving the female’s life. All officers just received training in NARCAN a week prior
and each officer received an overdose rescue Kit.

Officer Dylan DiPasquale arrested Antonio Hernandez, age 21 from Piffard, N for
Assault in the Second Degree. Allegedly, Hernandez caused serious physical injury to
another person while on Main Street. Hernandez refused to make himself available to answer
the charge, so an arrest warrant was obtained for his arrest. On January 17, 2015, the New
York State Police in Rochester arrested Hernandez on several charges. He was then
transferred to the Livingston County Jail on separate charges in Livingston County. On
January 20, Hernandez was arraigned in front Geneseo Justice Bradley Janson to answer the
Assault in the Second Degree charge. Hernandez was remanded back to the Livingston
County Jail on $25,000 bail. Hernandez plead guilty to the charge.

On May 4, 2015, the police department arrested Michael Green, age 20 from
Brooklyn, NY and Richard Rovner, age 21 from Buffalo, NY for Tampering with Physical
Evidence, an E-Felony. The charges were in relation to the Alex Davis drug overdose death
in 2014 at the PHIG Fraternity House. It was alleged that the defendants tampered with the
victim’s body and evidence at the scene. Both plead guilty to Attempted Tampering with
Physical Evidence.

On June 2, 2015, Officer Daniel Piedmonte received a complaint of counterfeit
money being used on Main Street and at Key Bank. An investigation was completed and it
was found that over $800 of counterfeit money was being used in the Village. Carter Ellis,
age 20 from Hemlock, NY was arrested for Possession of a Forged Instrument in the First
Degree. Ellis plead guilty to Attempted Possession of a Forged Instrument in the Third
Degree.



Officer Phillip Bauers arrested Joshua Lockwood, age 27 from Caledonia, NY for
Assault in the Second Degree (Felony). The arrest is from a June 12 incident that occurred
on Center Street in the Village of Geneseo. Allegedly, Lockwood was involved in an
altercation on Center Street and caused serious physical injury to another person.

On November 21, the Geneseo Police Department arrested Gilberto Rivera Ramos,
age 32 from Geneseo, NY on a Superior Court Warrant signed by Livingston County Court
Judge Robert Wiggins. The superior court warrant was for Criminal Possession of a
Controlled Substance in the 3rd Degree (B-Felony) and Criminal Sale of a Controlled
Substance in the 3rd Degree (B-Felony). Allegedly, Rivera Ramos was in possession and
sold cocaine and heroin in the Village of Geneseo. Rivera Ramos was located on Meadow
Drive, the Highlands Apartments, and taken into custody. The arrest was due to the efforts of
the Livingston County Drug Task Force.

On December 4, Officers Raymond Goulet and Travis Lana responded to 17 Franklin
Street, the DK Fraternity House for an assault. The officers arrested John Wolff, age 21 from
Bellport, NY; Perry Neci, age 20 from Yorktown, NY; and Yagizan Balta, age 24 from
Turkey for Assault in the Third Degree. All three defendants were SUNY Geneseo students.
Allegedly, the three individuals were involved in an argument with another SUNY Geneseo
student in front of 17 Franklin Street and then assaulted the male. The victim was taken to
Strong Hospital with head injuries. All three defendants were arraigned in front of Geneseo
Justice Thomas Bushnell and remanded to the Livingston County Jail in lieu of $2,000 cash
bail each. This is the second assault investigation that the police department has received at
the DK Fraternity House within the past three weeks. On both cases an individual has been
involved in a fight and received injuries from an alleged DK Fraternity member.

On December 5, Officer Raymond Goulet arrested Colin Dahlberg, age 22 from
Geneseo, NY for Criminal Possession of Stolen Property in the Second Degree (C-Felony),
Aggravated Driving While Intoxicated, Driving While Intoxicated, and Driving Out of Class
on South Street. Allegedly, Dahlberg, while in an intoxicated condition and stole a Geneseo
ambulance while it was parked at Genesee Hall on SUNY Geneseo Campus and drove the
ambulance off SUNY campus and around the Village. Officers located the ambulance
parked on South Street, by the Post Office. Dahlberg then fled on foot leaving the
ambulance. Dahlberg was apprehended on Center Street by a Geneseo Police Officer.
Allegedly, Dahlberg was driving the ambulance with more than double the legal limit
allowed for DWI. Dahlberg was a SUNY Geneseo student at the time of arrest. On
December 16, Dahlberg was indicted by a Livingston County Grand Jury.



Goals & Objectives

The police department achieved several goals and objectives that were slated for
2015. The police department was able to replace five laptop computers in the patrol cars.
These computers were outdated and were no longer being supported by Microsoft. The
police department also replaced two in-car dash cameras that were aging and in need of
replacement. The company no longer supported the cameras, due to their age. The police
department used our 2015 STOP-DWI funding for some of these purchases.

In 2015, we also purchase two license plate readers. The current license plate reader
we had was so old the company would no longer provide a warranty to cover it. The
department used a legislative grant from Senator Patrick Gallivan, as well as some STOP-
DWI funding to assist with the purchase.

The police department has been fortunate to receive grant funding. This has become
more challenging due to the limited resources available. Obtaining this funding also allows
the police department to provide a more efficient service to the community at a much lower
cost to the village taxpayer.

The police department also replaced six digital cameras that are used in the patrol cars
and the office. The cameras that we were using were over ten years old. The officers use the
cameras to document motor vehicle accidents, assaults, stolen property, and other crimes
that need documentation.

The police department also purchased a left-over 2014 Ford Interceptor Sedan, which
replaced a 2008 Ford Crown Victoria. The police department saved about $1,000 by
purchasing a left-over model, instead of a new 2015 model.

Looking forward to 2016, the police department would like to purchase body cameras
for all of the officers. As with the other endeavors listed above, this is also based on funding.
We hope to secure a legislative grant to support the purchase of the cameras.

The police department would like to move forward in obtaining law enforcement
accreditation through the Division of Criminal Justice Services. The difficult part of
achieving this goal is the time needed to organize the paperwork and files for accreditation
assessment. With the police department down with staffing, completing accreditation is
becoming a more difficult task. The police department has undergone several mock
accreditation assessments to gauge our progress. We have a tentative accreditation
assessment scheduled for April 12 to 14, 2016.



