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Village of Geneseo       January 7, 2015 
Planning Board        Special Meeting & Public Hearing 
 
Members Present:       
David Woods, Chair      
Matt Griffo, Member     
Susan Richardson, Member    
Jim Kernan, Member       
     
Applicant(s) Present: 
Ruth Ann and Brian Lewis, Sweet Arts Bakery – 95 Main Street 
Mark Scoville, Owner – 95 Main Street 
 
Public Present:   
Louis Jarzabek – Participation in Government Class – Livonia Central School 
 
1.  Meeting Opened: 
 Chair Woods opened the special meeting and public hearing for the Sweet Arts Bakery,  
95 Main at 4:30pm. 
 
2.  Sweet Arts Bakery – Special Use Permit Public Hearing – 95 Main Street:  
  Ruth Ann and Brian Lewis appeared before the Board for a Coffee Shop/Bakery – Sweet Arts 
Bakery at 95 Main Street.   Under current Village Code – all drinking and/or eating establishments in 
the MU-1 Zoning District are required to obtain a Special Use Permit from the Planning Board.   
 Chair Woods stated that it is his intent to leave the public hearing open for approximately  
10 minutes.  At this time, Mrs. Lewis gave the Board an update on the progress being made.  She 
stated that the restoration is going well, they are in the process of interviewing and hiring and as soon 
as Mark Scoville, property owner is done with his portion of the renovations they will start theirs.   
 The Board asked if they plan to bake in this location.  Mrs. Lewis stated that they will do a 
majority of the baking at the Avon location, but will be installing a small oven here to bake cookies 
and scones.  She continued by stating that they have contracted with Evening Star Coffee Roasters a 
business out of Avon which will supply the shop with coffee makers and coffee.   
 The Board asked when they plan to open.  Mrs. Lewis stated that they hope to have a soft 
opening by next weekend (the weekend of January 17-18) for employees, friends and family with a 
public opening around the 20th.  She continued by stating that the staff will consist of high school 
students, college students and community members.   
 Chair Woods asked if the publication fee had been paid and proof of mailings had been 
submitted for the file.  Mrs. Lewis stated that she will get those to Secretary Mack by the end of the 
week.   
 Chair Woods asked if the Board had any questions or comments.  M. Griffo questioned the 
necessity of a special use permit for an eating and/or drinking establishment if alcohol would not be 
served.  He commented that he realizes what the Code requires but hopes in the near future the 
regulation would be looked at and possibly changed.  Chair Woods stated that there are a list of 
possible changes that need to be made to the Code and this can be added to that list, noting that the 
change would need to be made by the Village Board.  M. Griffo agreed.  He also commented that Main 
Street is conducive to these types of businesses and unless alcohol is to be served, this process seems 
to be benign.   Further discussion revolved around what thresholds could possibly be used to 
determine whether or not a special use permit would be required.   
 Chair Woods asked if there were any other questions or comments.   
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 Mr. Scoville stated that if the Village does not want this type of business on Main Street, then it 
should be taken out of the Code.  He commented that this has been a three month process which 
hinders businesses from wanting a Main Street business.  As a property owner/landlord, he stated 
that he could have easily rented this specific space to an office without obtaining a special use permit, 
but that Main Street is made for this type of business.  He also commented that the applicant had to 
endure an expensive process which could have been an employee’s weekly wages.  He ended by stating 
that this needs to be addressed at the Village Board level and that is what he plans on doing.    
 With no further discussion, M. Griffo moved to close the public hearing at 4:10pm.  J. Kernan 
seconded the motion and the motion passed with ayes from all.   
 With no further discussion, M. Griffo moved to grant in perpetuity a Special Use Permit to 
Brian and Ruth Ann Lewis for a Coffee Shop/Bakery – Sweet Arts Bakery, 95 Main Street,  
Tax Map #:  80.16-1-24, subject to submission of the proof of mailing of notices to all property owners 
within 100’ of all property boundary lines as was provided by Secretary Mack and publication fee 
paid.  S. Richardson seconded the motion and the motion passed with ayes from all.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis thanked the Board and left the meeting.   
 
3.  AT&T Wireless Sign - 4243 Lakeville Road: 
 Secretary Mack presented the Board with a sign permit application from AT&T Wireless.  They 
are relocating to 4243 Lakeville Road (former UPS Store between Enterprise Rent-A-Car and Subway) 
from the Genesee Valley (Wegmans) Plaza.  They were also formerly located at 4245 Lakeville Road 
where the Verizon Wireless store currently is.  The sign is the exact same sign they used at they former 
two locations.  With no further discussion, M. Griffo moved to approve the sign permit application as 
presented.  S. Richardson seconded the motion and the motion passed with ayes from all. 
 
4.  Meeting Closed: 
 With no further business to discuss, M. Griffo moved to close the meeting at 4:20pm.   
S. Richardson seconded the motion and the motion passed with ayes from all.   
 
 
Aprile S. Mack, Secretary 
 


