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Village of Geneseo        December 7, 2011 
Planning Board       Work Session 
 
Members Present:   Other Village Representatives Present: 
Matt Griffo, Chair     Code Enforcement Officer Ron Maxwell 
Sue Richardson    Village Board Trustee Sandra F. Brennan 
Dori Farthing    Village Attorney J. Thomas Reynolds 
David Woods     ZBA Member Paul Schmied 
Claren Kruppner       
 
Applicants Present:  
Attorney Eric Dolan – 18 Wadsworth Street 
Paul & Jennifer Dotterweich – 18 Wadsworth Street 
Don Payne – CountryMax Vice President 
Nathan Rozzi – Hanlon Architects – CountryMax  
Ralph Wehner – ABVI Goodwill Director of Facilities 
 
Public Present: 
Tim McMahon – 25 Wadsworth Street 
Carey & Alberta Vasey – 11 Wadsworth Street 
Wes & Lynn Kennison – 8 Wadsworth Street 
Margaret Vangalio – 9 Westview Crescent 
 
1.  Work Session Opened: 
 Chair Griffo opened the work session at 4:26PM. 
 
2.  Livingston County, New York – Main Street Revitalization 
2012 Sign and Façade Improvement Program: 
 Village Board Trustee Sandy Brennan appeared before the Board to update them on the 2012 
Sign and Façade Improvement Program.  The Livingston County Development Corporation held two 
information meetings in November in which six Geneseo business owners/property owners attended.   
The business owners/property owners that attended were:   
  James Sullivan – Palace Properties of Geneseo 
  Dawn Aprile – Aprile Ventures LLC 
  Neal Moynihan – The Geneseo Store 
  Rocco Dragani – High Street Properties 
  Teri Thielges – Valley Liquor Shop 
  Karen Jaroszek – Practical Magick  
 Trustee Brennan explained that last year there were two separate grant applications, one for a 
sign and one for façade improvements.  This year, the applications have been combined for a total 
possible grant award of $5000 with a total of $60,000 available for all municipalities participating.  
Trustee Brennan stated that she met with Julie Marshall, Deputy Economic Developer and Louise 
Wadsworth, Downtown Coordinator from the Livingston County Development Corporation.  They do 
not want to run into the same conflicts as they did last year with the Planning Board.  Trustee 
Brennan explained that the Planning Board’s approval is critical before the County makes their 
decisions.   
 This year’s applications are due on January 31, 2012, throughout February any applications the 
County receives will be reviewed, the Economic Board will make their decisions at their March 2nd 
meeting and award letters will be sent out shortly after that.  Trustee Brennan wondered if the 
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Planning Board would consider holding a work session in early February to accommodate any 
applications that might need to be reviewed as by then all applications will have been submitted to the 
County.  The Board did not have any problems with this proposal.  D. Woods asked if the separate 
Village committee will once again be scoring the applications the Village receives like they did last 
year.  Trustee Brennan stated that the Economic Development Corporation has not yet decided on 
that.  D. Woods suggested that the Board meet in a work session on the February 8th.  The Board 
agreed to this.  However, D. Woods did note that he may not be available on that date as he is 
planning on taking a vacation in late January/early February.   
 Chair Griffo wondered what the County submittal guidelines were.  Trustee Brennan noted that 
all the requirements are listed in the policies and guidelines as will be handed out with the 
application.  D. Woods wondered if when Village business owners/property owners pick up an 
application will they also be picking up a sign permit application.  Trustee Brennan stated that she has 
asked Secretary Mack to contact all Village business owners/property owners and for anybody that 
comes in the office for an application, they should speak with her.  The County Development 
Corporation and Secretary Mack has been advised to stress the need for Village Planning Board 
approval.   
 The Board thanked Trustee Brennan for the update. 
 
3.  Meeting Minutes: 
 The November 16, 2011 Planning Board Regular Meeting and Public Hearing minutes were 
reviewed.  D. Farthing moved to approve the minutes as amended.  S. Richardson seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with ayes from S. Richardson, D. Farthing, D. Woods and C. Kruppner.  
M. Griffo abstained as he was not present at that meeting.   
 
4. Executive Session 

D. Woods moved to enter into executive session to discuss pending litigation. C. Kruppner 
seconded the motion and the motion passed with ayes from all.  The executive session began at 
4:36PM. 
 D. Woods moved to come out of executive session at 4:52PM.  C. Kruppner seconded the 
motion and the motion passed with ayes from all.  No action was taken during the session. 
 
5.  Dotterweich – 18 Wadsworth Street – Special Use Permit Request - 
Single Family to Two Family: 
 Chair Griffo stated for the record that he has reviewed the regular and public hearing minutes 
from November 16, 2011 in which he was absent and all other meetings in which he was present.   
 At this time, D. Woods moved that in view of the change in the zoning law and information 
provided by Village Attorney Reynolds the Planning Board determines that the Dotterweich’s –  
18 Wadsworth Street do not have a vested interest therefore the Planning Board does not have 
jurisdiction over the special use permit request. C. Kruppner seconded the motion. 
 There was no further discussion. 
 The vote was as follows: 
  M. Griffo – Aye 
  S. Richardson – Nay 
  D. Farthing – Nay 
  D. Woods – Aye 
  C. Kruppner – Aye 
 The motion passed.   
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6.  CountryMax - Livingston Plaza – Lakeville Road: 
 Nathan Rozzi – Hanlon Architects presented a plan for a CountryMax store at the west end of 
Livingston Plaza on Lakeville Road.  In keeping with the corporate image of CountryMax they plan to 
put an updated façade on the building and replace the existing enclosure fence with a black painted 
steel fence with masonry piers.   
 The Board asked about the façade.  Mr. Rozzi stated that it is a wood siding. The Board also 
asked if the sign was externally lit.  Mr. Rozzi stated that it would be with three goose neck lights.  The 
Board also asked if the sign met all square footage requirements.  CEO Maxwell stated that it did.  The 
Board asked if they would also be applying for a panel on the pylon side at the road.  Donald Payne, 
Vice President for CountryMax stated that there was no room on that sign for them.   
 The Board also wondered if there would be any lighting under the canopy.  Mr. Rozzi stated 
that there is existing lighting under there now, which they do not anticipate replacing.  The Board 
reminded Mr. Rozzi that all lighting needs to be dark sky compliant.  The Board asked if the enclosed 
garden area would be lit.  Mr. Rozzi stated that there are existing wall packs on the west side of the 
building that will be utilized.   
 The Board asked what types of materials would be for sale in the enclosure.  Mr. Rozzi stated 
they will have seasonal items for sale in that area including Christmas trees at this time of year and 
garden plants in the spring.  The Board was somewhat concerned with a colored photo of an existing 
enclosure that pictured garden plants on racks that were higher than the actual fence.  The Board 
suggested that some type of screening be used to prevent this.  Mr. Rozzi and Mr. Payne were 
reluctant to add screening.   
 The Board asked how the enclosure would be accessed by the public.  Mr. Rozzi stated that 
there would be two entrances/exits, one from the east side of it and one from within the store, which 
would be utilizing an existing entrance/exit.  The Board asked if the enclosure would be larger or 
smaller than the existing one.  Mr. Rozzi stated that it would be in the same footprint of the existing 
one.   
 The Board asked if they would be having any outside displays in front of the store under the 
canopy or in the parking lot outside of the enclosure.  Mr. Payne stated that in the spring they would 
have flowers and other garden materials under the canopy, but they do not plan to sell anything in the 
parking lot.    
 The Board asked about the interior layout of the store and asked if they would be selling 
animals.  Mr. Payne stated that a significant portion of their business is the sale of live pets, but they 
do not sell cats or dogs.  The Board asked if they sold lawn equipment such as tractors or mowers.  
Mr. Payne said they did not.   
 The Board asked if they would be making any changes to the loading dock in the rear of the 
store.  Mr. Payne stated that ABVI Goodwill had already made some renovations, which also affected 
their loading dock, so they do not foresee making any changes to that area.   
 The Board noted that they would be looking for detail on the lighting including verification that 
all lights are dark sky compliant.   
 With no further discussion, D. Woods moved to approve the sketch plan and the preliminary 
site plan for CountryMax in the Livingston Plaza on Lakeville Road.  C. Kruppner seconded the 
motion and the motion passed with ayes from all.   
 The Board asked if items would be stacked higher than the fence of the enclosure.  Mr. Payne 
said that they would not.  The Board asked that the plant material they plan to sell in front of the store 
be noted on the site plan.  The site plan should also have a note stating that no items will be sold in 
the parking lot area.   
 S. Richardson wondered if they feel as though they will need to utilize all of the existing fenced 
enclosure area.  Mr. Payne stated that they plan to utilize the existing area with a new fence but do not 
plan on enlarging it.   
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 The Board wondered if they would have cart corrals.  Mr. Payne stated that to cut costs they do 
not supply cart corrals and they have never had a problem with carts not getting back into the store.   
Mr. Payne also stated that flower carts will be kept inside the fenced in area.   
 The Board asked about the colors of the roof as they hoped that an off white color or something 
similar to what Goodwill used could be utilized instead of the white.  The Board asked for Pantone 
Measuring System colors to be submitted with the next submittal.  Mr. Rozzi and Mr. Payne did not 
have a concern with this.   
 The Board asked what their plans are for the dumpster in the rear of the building, as they 
would like to see dumpster enclosure drawings submitted also.  CEO Maxwell reminded the Board 
that the area in the rear of the building is very narrow therefore; it might limit them to what type of 
enclosure they could have.  Chair Griffo thought that there was a berm in the rear of the property also.  
Mr. Rozzi stated that there is a berm that is approximately three to four feet tall.   
 The Board asked what the hours of operation were.  Mr. Payne stated that they are open seven 
days a week 8am-7pm, noting that sometimes they stay open until 8pm in the spring/summer.   
 The Board asked if they held events at the store such as rabies clinics.  Mr. Payne said they did 
not, but they will have a pet photo day with Santa and some other events throughout the year, but not 
very many of them.   
 CEO Maxwell wondered if they sold items such as outdoor watering troughs for larger animals 
such as horses.  Mr. Payne stated that the might have 100 gallon tanks for sale along with a few gates, 
but they do not sell those types of things like Tractor Supply does.  Mr. Payne also noted that the 
closest CountryMax store is located in Henrietta on East Henrietta Road.   
 With no further discussion, D. Woods moved to waive the public hearing for CountryMax.   
D. Farthing seconded the motion and the motion passed with ayes from all.   
 
7.  ABVI Goodwill – Building Sign Change for Donation Center: 
 Ralph Wehner – ABVI Goodwill Director of Facilities appeared before the Board with a change 
request for their donation center sign.  The sign did receive a variance, but the sign cannot be read 
from the street and is actually a lot smaller than other ABVI Goodwill stores.  Mr. Wehner continued 
by stating that they would like to utilize the beige background and add individual letters as they did 
with the main Goodwill sign on the building.  The Board questioned the need for a bigger sign because 
they believe people understand that all Goodwill stores accept donations.  Mr. Wehner explained that 
some people may not be aware of it and reinforcing it from the road helps.   
 Chair Griffo explained that whatever the Planning Board decides will be reviewed by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals in January.  The Board would like to see something drawn to scale.  The 
Board all agreed that they like the individual letters but believe that they are a bit big.  The Board 
wondered why the wording change from Donation Drop Off to Donation Center.  Mr. Wehner stated 
that all stores have changed over to using the words Donation Center.   
 The Board stated that Mr. Wehner should go forward with the plans and plead the case to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mr. Wehner thanked the Board and left the meeting.   
 
8.  Code Enforcement Office Report 
 November 2011 
  Building Permits    6 
  Rental Housing  1 
  Violations   5 
 
 CEO Maxwell stated that he has been working with Kircher Construction finalizing the 
information for the Hampton Inn SWEPE permit.   
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 Chair Griffo asked about the wall light packs on the east and west side of the KFC/Taco Bell  
building as they do not appear to be dark sky compliant.  It was agreed that this needed to be 
researched further.  C. Kruppner stated that he had some concerns with the two sconces on the front 
of the Taco Bell side of the building, but he reviewed the approved plans and the sconces were shown 
on there.   
  
 C. Kruppner noted that he had spoken with the Code Enforcement Office in regards to the 
number of storage trailers Wal*Mart currently has, as he believes there are now at least 8-12 trailers 
on site and he believes they were only approved for 2 storage trailers that were supposed to be 
removed by October 1st.  CEO Maxwell stated that he has spoken with the Geneseo Wal*Mart 
representatives and they were not aware that the trailers would be arriving and will have them 
removed as soon as possible after Christmas.  The Board agreed that a letter should be written to 
Wal*Mart reminding them of what they were approved for.  S. Richardson agreed to draft the letter.   
 
9.  Town Planning Board Update – David Woods: 
 D. Woods stated that the Town Planning Board has not yet met in December; therefore there is 
no new news to report.  D. Woods however did report that the Premium Development rezoning 
request is still pending before the Town Board.   
 
10.  Livingston County Planning Board Update - David Matthews: 
 Mr. Matthews was not present, but had sent an email stating that the Livingston County 
Planning Board had not yet met in December.   
 It was noted that Mr. William (Butch) Curry was notified that the Agricultural & Farmland 
Protection Board has denied his request for his parcel at 105 Lima Road to be included in an 
Agricultural District.   
 
11.  Planning Board 2012 Meeting Calendar: 
 The tentative 2012 Planning Board meeting calendar was reviewed.  It was noted that work 
sessions have not been scheduled for 2012 as in previous years, but that they will be held on an as 
needed basis.  With no further discussion, C. Kruppner moved to approve the tentative 2012 Planning 
Board meeting calendar as presented.  D. Woods second the motion and the motion passed with ayes 
from all.   
 
12.  Meeting Closed: 
 With no further discussion, S. Richardson moved to close the meeting at 5:47pm.  D. Farthing 
seconded the motion and the motion passed with ayes from all. 
 
 
Aprile S. Mack, Secretary 
 


