
 

 

   Town of Geneseo Zoning Board of Appeals 
Chris Headley 

4856 Groveland Road 

Tax Map #81.-2-9 
8:00 PM Tuesday May 24, 2016 

 

 

An Appeal by Chris Headley appellant, from a decision of the Code Enforcement Officer and 

application for permission to construct an addition that fails to meet front yard setback of 70 feet 

as per Schedule II of the Town of Geneseo Zoning Code on property located at 4856 Groveland 

Road, in the Town of Geneseo. 
 

Board Members Present: Chairman John Maxwell, Ken Book, Mike Dabramo, Greg Foust 

and Steven Haigh.  
 

Public Present: Ron Maxwell, Code Enforcement Officer; Chris Headley appellant, Elizabeth 

Mills, next door neighbor.  

 

Chairman John Maxwell opened the meeting at 8:00 p.m. and noted that the County Planning 

Department had reviewed this application and determined that it has no significant Countywide or 

inter-municipal impact in regard to existing County plans, programs, and activities.  Therefore, 

approval or disapproval of this application is a matter of local option.   

 

Chairman John Maxwell stated that since the proposed action has been considered under 

SEQRA and has met the requirements for a Type II action, the proposed action is not 

environmentally significant. 

 

The board members had visited the site. A total of 13 green cards went out and 13 were returned.  
 

Chris Headley was invited to the table. After meeting with board members as they each viewed 

his property, he has modified him deck plan.  The leach lines are in back so the deck can’t go that 

way.  He wants the deck between the house and pool. 

 

Chairman John Maxwell pointed out first he needs a front yard setback variance for the pool 

which is already installed in his front yard and if that is granted, then he needs a variance for the 

deck. Therefore discussion will focus on the pool. 

 

Ron Maxwell, Code Enforcement Officer, stated he needs a 38’ variance for a 24’ round pool.  

He is 31.9 ‘ from the road.  The variance would be 55%. 

 

Much discussion.  This is substantial.  This board does not grant variances over 50% especially if 

there are other options available.  

 

Chris Headley  This house was built too close to the road 120 years ago.  The front yard is the 

only place for the pool.  If it were on the back acre, it could’t been seen from the house, for safety 

reasons. The pool was purchased and it was his understanding that a variance was not needed in 

the town for a pool. Therefore he didn’t ask for one.  

 

Greg Foust   How far can the pool be moved toward the leach lines? 

 



 

 

Ken Book  If soil is over the lines, it is not really leaching. 

 

Beth Mills  supports Chris’ request.  She is the next door neighbor. He has a nice family who 

have a great time in the pool. He just needs it while the children are home. 

 

Chris Headley  There is no other place to put the pool.  

 

Steven Haigh   There is lots of land there to put a pool.  It is feasible. 

 

Chris Headley We had problems with the old septic and had to put in an all new system.  We had 

problems with the house and we sought a variance. 

 

Steven Haigh  The last variance was given because there were no other options.  For this 

variance there are other options. 

 

Chairman John Maxwell pointed out there are 5 questions we must answer and questions two 

and three are bothering this board.  They are: 2.  Can the benefit sought by the applicant be 

achieved by some feasible method other than the variance? and 3.  Is the requested variance 

substantial?  This variance is substantial. 

 

Mike Dabramo  I suggest we reschedule this meeting and get a map showing the leach fields and 

trees. 

 

Ron Maxwell, Code Enforcement Officer, left the meeting to see if any leach fields plans were on 

file.  While he was gone, they discussed the deck dimensions.  The paperwork doesn’t show 

accurate distances. 

 

Greg Foust moved to table this hearing until June 9 at 7:30.  Ken Book seconded.  Carried 

unanimously.   

 

By the Monday before our return, drawings will be submitted to the Board showing every detail- 

Chris Headley wants to be considered: trees, leach lines, exact measurements, etc. 

 

Unapproved Aldi minutes were reviewed.   Greg Foust  moved approval of the Aldi’s minutes 

of April 26, 2016.  Steven Haigh  seconded.  Carried. 

 

Steven Haigh moved to close the meeting at 8:30.  Greg Foust seconded.  Carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Carolyn C. Meisel, Secretary, Geneseo Town Zoning Board of 

Appeals.  

 


