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Town of Geneseo 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Sam Santoriello 
5249 West Lake Road 
tax map no. 91.83-1-9 

8:15 PM Tuesday November 19, 2013 
 
An Appeal by Sam Santoriello,  appellant, from a decision of the Code Enforcement 
Officer and application for permission to construct a GARAGE and relocate a SHED 
which fail to meet setback requirements. The garage fails to meet the side yard setback 
of 10 feet on the north side and the shed fails to meet the side yard setback of 10 feet on 
the south side, both required as per Section 106-16.A. (1) (a) of the Town  Zoning Code 
on Accessory Structures and Uses.  The shed also fails to meet the front yard setback of 
32 feet as measured from the NYS highway right-of-way as required by Schedule II of the 
Town of Geneseo Zoning Code on property located at 5249 West Lake Road in the Town 
of Geneseo. 
  
Board Members Present: Chairman John Maxwell, Greg Foust, Mike Dabramo, Steven 
Haigh and Carolyn Meisel 
 
Public Present: Ron Maxwell, Code Enforcement Officer, Sam and Germaine Santoriello 
 
Chairman John Maxwell opened the meeting at 8:15 and welcomed the Santoriellos to 
the table.  All but Steven had visited the site but he brought an aerial view on his I-pad.  
15 green cards went out and 15 were returned. 
 
Sam Santoriello told that they want a two car garage in place of the shed. They want to 
move the existing shed to the other side of the property.  The house is 24’ x 36’. They 
moved from a larger home and want to put all their “stuff” here.  The garage is essential.  
It would be nice to put cars in too. 
 
They can’t put the garage over the sewer.  Catherine VanHorn of the Livingston County 
Water and Sewer Authority will allow the garage as proposed (6’ from the sewer).  Ron 
explained that because the sewer is shallow at this point, she can be generous with the 
small easement distance from it. 
 
The neighbor to the north, John Bucci, 5245 WLR is ok with the garage.  Other neighbors 
have written or called with support.  
 
There were questions about the existing gas line.  No problems. 
 
A landscaper will prepare the platform for the shed. 
 
If the garage were 5’ closer to the north lot line, no variance would be needed.  But. there 
would be no turning radius and an existing walkway would be disturbed. It is not practical 
to have it closer to the house. 
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Steven Haigh--Is this to be a single story garage with trusses for storage.  Yes. 
 
Ron Maxwell --there is 15.1%  green space.  No problem with erosion control permit.  
That is for over 500’ 
 
Chairman John Maxwell directed the Board to go through the 5 questions necessary for 
an area variance:  They were read aloud and all responses were unanimous. 
 
1.  Will an undesirable change be produced in the character of the neighborhood or will a 
detriment to nearby properties be created by granting the variance?   No  
    
2.  Can the benefit sought by the applicant be achieved by some feasible method other 
than the variance? No 
 
3.  Is the requested variance substantial?  Yes 
 
4.  Will the proposed variance have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or 
environmental conditions in the neighborhood or district? No 
    
5.  Is the alleged difficulty self created?  Yes    
 
Chairman John Maxwell regarding SEQRA. Since the proposed action has been considered 
under SEQRA and has met the requirements for a Type II action, the proposed action is not 
environmentally significant. 
 
Greg Foust moved to grant a 5’ side yard setback variance on the north side of the 
property for a 22’ x 24’ Garage;  and a 6’ side yard setback variance on the south side for 
the relocation of the 12’ x 16’  shed as per the rendering presented on November 19 for 
property at 5249 West Lake Road. 
 
Steven Haigh seconded.  Carried. 
 
Mike Dabramo moved the hearing be closed at 9:15 PM.  Carolyn Meisel seconded.  
Carried. 
 
Minutes from the DiLaura hearings of May 28 and June 25 were reviewed.  
 
Steven Haigh moved approval of the May 28 minutes. Mike Dabramo seconded.  Carried. 
 
Greg Foust moved approval of the June 25 minutes.  Mike Dabramo seconded.  Carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M.  Respectfully submitted by Carolyn C. Meisel, Secretary, 
Geneseo Town Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 


