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Town of Geneseo 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Public Hearing for Dr. Omar Qureshi,  4081 West Lake Rd.  
Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

 
Appeal by Dr. Omar Qureshi,  appellant, from a decision of the Code Enforcement 
Officer and application for permission to construct a garage which fails to meet the front 
yard setback requirement of 32 feet from the NYS Route 256 right-of-way and exceeds 
the lot coverage of 25%, both regulations, as per Schedule II of the Town of Geneseo 
Zoning Code on property located at 4081 West Lake Road in the Town of Geneseo, NY. 
  
Board Members Present: Chairman John Maxwell, Vice-Chairman Rick Taylor, Soren 
Thomas, Peter Palermo and Steven Haigh. 
 
Public Present: Omar Qureshi and Mona Qureshi, applicants, Tom Simbari, architect, 
Joseph Ziegler, Doris Ziegler, Patricia Gray, Ron Steiner, Marie Pi Schlangdelhauffen,  
Thierry Schlangdelhauffen, and Ron Maxwell, Code Enforcement Officer 
 
Chairman John opened the meeting at 7:30 and requested the green cards (certified return 
receipts from adjacent properties to the applicant). Twenty four were sent out and twenty 
four were received. 
 
Chairman John invited the applicants to present their plans.  Tom Simbari spoke for the 
Qureshis.  They seek to build a 552 sq ft. free standing garage.  He was the architect for 
their home in 2000.  He realizes the zoning has changed.  There is a common drive from 
the south to the north that serves three homes. The Q’s home is in he middle. The garage 
would be a bunker-like structure with grass on the roof.  It sits on the right of way.  The 
common drive will jog a bit to service the other ends of the drive. 
 
The structure will be cast stone over concrete with a gridded green roof.  They would 
maintain the drive off the road and onto the roof. Excess water will drain into the swale 
and into the existing culvert. Mike Shaver of the county sewer has concerns but they are 
working with him. The DOT has not problem.  They met with Simbari on site. 
 
The Board looked at renderings and architectural plans. 
 
Chairman John read several letters requesting denial of the variance:   
 Livingston County Planning Board (attached); 
 Conesus Lake Association (attached); 
 Mike Shaver, Liv. Co. Water & Sewer Authority (attached); 
 Peter and Donna Bondi, 4055 West Lake Road  are concerned with building over 
the sewer line and for exceeding the 25% lot coverage & possibly setting precedence;  
 Ted Bondi, 4071 West Lake Rd. stressed staying within current ordinance. 
Chair John asked for public comments: 
 
Ron Steiner, 4067 W. Lake Rd., has questions about current lot coverage-it is now 
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26.35% and they are asking for a total of 33%. The law is 25%.  He also was concerned 
about the sewer easement.  That distance is 10’ from the sewer line. 
 
Tom Simbari said they could encase the sewer which they have done before for 
commercial buildings in urban areas. 
 
Pat Gray, 4068 W. Lake Rd., does not agree to give any of the variances. 
 
Thierry Schlagdelhauffen, 4077 W. Lake Rd., and next door neighbor, asked that the 
driveway remain straight,without an angle, so they can move their cars and trailer and jet 
ski without hitting the proposed garage. 
 
Omar Qureshi said they would be willing to make the driveway thinner or in some way 
lessen the angle.  Thierry was satisfied with the project otherwise. 
 
Doris Ziegler, 4069 W, Lake Rd., is opposed to granting the variances.  The view is 
already shot by the previous variances that were given when these houses were built. 
 
Ron Maxwell, ZEO, jumped in to explain there were no variances granted before in 2000, 
but because of these three houses, the variance law was changed. 
 
Omar Qureshi stated he is an environmental person. He wants to make the lot changes to 
accommodate the neighbors. 
 
Tom Simbari stated the lot coverage is the issue.  This is a taxpayer who needs more 
garage space.  They were trying to blend in.  They could perhaps lower the wall and put 
up a rail but the wall is safer.  On-highway parking is a problem.  The roof runoff is to be 
drained below in the sloped vegetation.  The building is at shoulder lever of the highway. 
What is proposed should be appealing. 
 
Chair John asked how long the current owner had been there.  Two years. 
 Chair John said that never in his 17 years has anyone been granted a 100% variance and 
never has he had so many people in opposition. 
 
Chair John asked the Board to consider the front yard set back which is 100%. The Board 
then went through the 5 questions necessary for an area variance: 
 
1.  Will an undesirable change be produced in the character of the neighborhood or 
will a detriment to nearby properties be created by granting the variance? YES 
 
2. Can the benefit sought by the applicant be achieved by some feasible method 
other than the variance?   No 
 
3. Is the requested variance substantial? Yes, 100% 
 
4. Will proposed variance have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or 
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environmental conditions in the neighborhood or district?  YES 
 
5. Is the alleged difficulty self created? Yes 
 
The Board then considered the lot coverage variance.  26% is now covered and the 
applicants are asking for a total of 33.12%. The limit is 25% 
 
1.  Will an undesirable change be produced in the character of the neighborhood or 
will a detriment to nearby properties be created by granting the variance? YES 
 
2. Can the benefit sought by the applicant be achieved by some feasible method 
other than the variance?   NO.   Vice Chair Rick suggested that if the applicant were to 
purchase adjacent land, he could change the percentage of coverage to qualify without a 
variance. 
 
3. Is the requested variance substantial? Yes, 100% 
 
4. Will proposed variance have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or 
environmental conditions in the neighborhood or district?  YES 
 
5. Is the alleged difficulty self created? Yes 
 
Vice-Chairman Rick Taylor moved to deny the request of the variance for the 100% front 
yard setback at 4081 West Lake Road.  Peter Palermo seconded.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Vice-Chairman Rick Taylor moved to deny the request of the variance for the 7% 
additional lot coverage at 4081 West Lake Road.  Steven Haigh seconded. Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Chairman John Maxwell asked for approval of the May 12 minutes.  Vice-Chairman Rick 
Taylor moved and Steven Haigh seconded.  Carried. 
 
Vice-Chair Rick Taylor moved that the hearing be closed and Steven Haigh seconded. 
Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:36 P.M.  Respectfully submitted by Carolyn C. 
Meisel, Secretary, Geneseo Town Zoning Board of Appeals. 
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