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VILLAGE OF GENESEO       April 20, 2015 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
PRESENT: 
 Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor    Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 Sandra F. Brennan, Deputy Mayor   Andrew Chanler, Fire Chief 
 Margaret Duff, Trustee    Robert W. Lennington, 1st Asst. Chief 
 Benjamin Gajewski, Trustee    Allen Hawley, 2nd Asst. Chief 
 Bob Wilcox, Trustee     
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
 Sam Chanler  Matt Leader  Conrad Baker  Louise Wadsworth 
 Lauren Hollasch 
 
1.  MEETING OPENED: 
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM.  The minutes of the April 6, 2015 regular meeting 
were reviewed.  Deputy Mayor Brennan moved to approve the minutes as presented with second from Trustee 
Gajewski.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, 
and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.   
 The minutes of the April 6, 2015 Public Hearing on the budget were reviewed.  Deputy Mayor Brennan 
moved to approve the minutes as presented with second from Trustee Gajewski.  The vote was as follows:  
Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.   
 
Trustee Duff entered the meeting. 
 
2.  INSTALLATION OF NEW FD ADMINISTRATION & ANNUAL REPORT: 
 Chief Chanler presented the annual report for the Fire Department on behalf of Immediate Past Chief 
Manzo.  During the past fire department year- April 1, 2014 through March 31, 2015 - there were 113 active 
members, 62 in the Protective Company and 51 in the Pumper Company.  Members responded to 282 fire and 
1,651 EMS calls using a total of 33,151 person hours for that purpose in addition to training, meetings etc.  
Ambulance/EMS duty hours amounted to 26,261.   
 One major item, the purchase of 24 new air packs, was made; they are scheduled to be delivered in late 
summer.  They have a fifteen year life expectancy with the latest innovative technology making them 
considerably safer than the ones they replaced.  
 The report distributed to the Board members gave a summary of activity by month with September the 
busiest and March also very busy.  Thankfully there were no fatalities due to motor vehicle accidents this past 
year and no major activity on Interstate 390.  Andrew noted that the Interstate presents its own challenges as far 
as safety of the drivers and safety of the emergency crews that respond. 
 Charts and graphs were included in the report for calls per month, call locations, hours devoted to each 
task (training, meetings, standby, fundraisers, parades, etc.), alarm dates and hours, and call outcomes. 
 Delivery of the new ambulance, ordered last fall, took place last Wednesday evening. One of the 2009 
rigs was traded in for this new vehicle.   
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 Mayor Hatheway was given a copy of the Fire Department treasury report.  The Department plans to 
purchase a filling station for the air pack unit cylinders using funds from their treasury rather than Village 
funds.  Money from those funds is also slated for additional fire safety equipment.   
 The oath of office was administered to newly elected Fire Chief Andrew Chanler, First Assistant Chief 
Bob Lennington and Second Asst. Chief Allen Hawley.  Mayor Hatheway and the Board commended the string 
of great leadership in the Department and passed along their appreciation to Chief Manzo for the service he 
gave during the past year as Chief.  
 
3.  LAUREN HOLLASCH – MAIN STREET INTERN: 
 Louise Wadsworth reintroduced Lauren to the Board.  Lauren has been working with area downtowns 
since August of 2012, six semesters.  It has been amazing to have that continuity in a position supported by area 
benefactor Greg O’Connell through the Geneseo Foundation.  Lauren has been paid at $10 per hour to do this 
work.  Since Lauren is graduating next month, she has been instrumental in identifying a replacement, who will 
start in the summer and then another in the fall.   
 Lauren shared binders illustrating her work during the past three years.  She explained that in this 
position she has worked with merchants, the Chamber of Commerce, the Tourism Committee and several other 
groups.  One program that was started is Adopt- a-Business that uses the College community to benefit the 
downtown community.  A wrap-up session for that program will be held next week, April 27th at 5:30PM.   
 Another pilot program helps businesses use the various tools on the Internet including search engines, 
Instagram, Yelp, screen shots etc.  
 Event Planning Promotion works on getting student involvement from the fraternities and sororities in 
activities taking place uptown.  Events such as labeling the campus, painting windows in the union and others 
help to publicize events.  The merchants have struggled with means of getting the word out on campus; Louise 
added that Lauren’s event planning promotion has been very beneficial.  Family weekend has grown because of 
this promotion as well as Autumn Fest.  There has been a shift in the way these events are promoted and 
attendance has grown. 
 Lauren has worked on the Geneseo Downtown inventory with her co-intern.  Eight of those for Geneseo 
and other communities have been completed.  They are works in progress as the businesses frequently change 
over the course of a year.  The information is invaluable as the interns stay in constant contact with the 
merchants.  
 The interns have been instrumental in spreading the word about the Merchants Association.  GMA 
meeting minutes and other information is shared among the business owners. Much through the efforts of the 
Main Street intern, GMA has turned itself around in three years.  When Lauren stared there were three people 
working on events.  At the last meeting there were twenty people there.  Lauren’s approach has been to visit the 
stores frequently and develop individual relationships with the merchants.  Over the past three years it has been 
challenging but she has worked very hard to get them to where they are today. 
 Lauren stated that she really doesn’t have the words to express how much working this job has meant to 
her.   Her friends call her ‘the Mayor’.  Geneseo is her home.  It has been really nice to have a student’s 
perspective on all of these programs and she feels like she is an ambassador.  She gave an example of 
mentioning Cricket’s coffee shop opening while in line at Starbucks on campus.  She incorporates advertising 
for the downtown merchants daily in her conversation.  It has been the most beneficial education in her school 
career, she stated.   
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 The Board overwhelmingly thanked Lauren for her dedication and service to the downtown community.  
She will be missed but all were confident that the foundations she has laid and the programs she started will 
carry on into the future.   
 
4.  SUNY ALUMNI REUNION: 
 Mayor Hatheway reported that the Code Office was not able to approve the large tents that the 
organizers had planned for the June 6th event on Center Street.  According to the manufacturer and the State 
Code Office, the large (30’x60’ and 30’x90’) tents must be anchored to the ground in some fashion.  Since 
stakes cannot be driven into the street surface, the thought was to anchor them with barrels of water, but due to 
the number of barrels required that would not work either.  Mayor Hatheway called event organizer Tracy 
Gagnier who responded with a proposal involving three sets of two 20’x20’ tents.  That plan met State 
specifications and was approved by the Code Office; the Board was supportive as well. 
 
5.  SUNY SEWER SERVICE CONTRACT: 
 The contract for sewer service to SUNY Geneseo expires on May 30, 3015.  The renewal contract reads 
exactly the same as the last agreement signed in 2005 and was emailed about a month ago for review.   Mayor 
Hatheway explained the formula used in calculating the cost to SUNY for sewer service.  The formula was 
changed in 1999 to encompass more of the operating expenses for sewage treatment.  Prior to amending the 
formula, the annual college bill was on the order of $50,000.  Now the annual bill amounts to approximately 
$160,000.   Interestingly, the Mayor estimated how many units would be charged to the College if the bill was 
calculated the same way as commercial businesses in the Village.  The result approximated the amount charged 
using the complex formula.  Following further discussion and review, Deputy Mayor Brennan moved to 
approve the contract renewal for sewer service with SUNY Geneseo for a term of ten years expiring in May, 
2025 and to authorize Mayor Hatheway to sign the document.  Trustee Gajewski seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously.  The renewal will now go to the Attorney General and the Comptroller of the State of New 
York for signatures. 
  
6.  SUNY SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER PROPOSAL: 
 Under the Start Up NY program, the College is planning to submit a grant application to create a 
business development center at the former Balconi property, 84 Avon Road. Although the College is technically 
exempt from conforming to Village zoning and building regulations, some considerations would be granted; 
Mayor Hatheway stated that SUNY VP for Administration & Finance James Milroy is open to discussion on 
those concerns.  The property has been grandfathered as a non-compliant property in a residential district. It has 
been vacant for over a year and thus has surrendered its automatic non-compliant status.  Trustee Gajewski 
wondered if the property would then come off the tax rolls; the response was yes, but perhaps some tax help 
would be realized in the form of PILOTs (Payments in Lieu of Taxes).  Following discussion, the Board felt 
that rather than having the property remain a vacant eyesore, the business development center would be an 
improvement.  Mayor Hatheway will convey that and the Board’s concerns to Mr. Milroy. 
 
7.  COUNTY ACTION – MILLENNIUM DRIVE: 
 Mayor Hatheway reported that the County has officially approved a land swap with Mr. O’Connell in 
order for the project to connect Millennium Drive and Volunteer Road to go forward.  There were no objections 
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raised by the Board of Supervisors.  At the meeting, County Administrator Ian Coyle publically thanked the 
Village for their roll in this project.   
 
8.  PROJECTS: 
 Raw water well containment wall:  MRB estimated it would cost on the order of $30-35,000 to construct 
a solid poured concrete wall to adhere to the masonry block wall constructed in the 1990’s that has deteriorated 
due to constant submergence.  The wall serves to isolate the raw water well (lake water) from the clear well 
(filtered water) at the filtration plant.  During a meeting with contractors for the purpose of soliciting estimates 
for the project, the cost they submitted was on the order of $90,000.  This was far above engineer’s estimates, 
and far above our available funds. Because the project is of a remedial nature, rather than an emergency 
situation, Supt. McTarnaghan and Mayor Hatheway are recommending that it be put on hold for the time being, 
delaying consideration until further information about the Main Street project is available.     The Board 
concurred.  
 Main Street Project:  Bids are due tomorrow; however, due to the timing of the bond resolution and 
publication thereof, contracts cannot be awarded until May 4th at the earliest.  Therefore, the special meeting 
scheduled for April 30 has been cancelled.  
 
9.  REQUESTS: 
 GCS Senior Bash: The Senior Bash is in its 23rd consecutive year!  The Board agreed that was hard to 

believe.  This year’s organizers have asked for a banner that celebrates the occasion to be placed across 
Main Street June 20-27;  the Board was supportive.   

 GVC Oak Tree event: The half marathon and 5K event is scheduled for September 6 beginning at 8AM.  
The Board was supportive.  Trustee Gajewski serves as Race Director for that event. 

 Arbor Day:  The Garden Club is planting a tree in front of the County Courthouse with a 
commemoration this Friday at 10AM.  A tree will also be planted at the Chamber of Commerce at noon. 

 
10. USE OF PARKS – WHO SHOULD SIGN OFF? 
 Insurance Agent Andrew Chanler asked Clerk Lund to have the Board involved in requests for use of 
the parks.  The current practice is that family reunions, picnics and other common events are approved in the 
Village Office as long as the park is available. Out-of-the-ordinary requests are referred to the Board for a 
decision.  Mayor Hatheway will discuss the suggestion with Andrew to understand what he means by more 
Board involvement in the process.  There is a practical aspect to consider, as some requests come in too late to 
be presented to the Board.  However, if Andrew’s concerns are of a risk management nature, then we might 
have to reconsider our current practice. 
 
11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 David Mann Cyrkin has expressed his concern about irregular parking enforcement in the downtown 
district.  Mayor Hatheway agreed to stop by to let David know that we don’t blame him for being concerned, we 
are discussing how to address the situation, and seek his patience  
 Bob Kelsey, president of the Temple Hill Cemetery Association has asked the Village to consider 
donating the surplussed lawnmower currently up for bid to the Cemetery.  Considering that the mower is not 
very old and has considerable value when sold or auctioned, it would not be appropriate for us to give away. 
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A second consideration is that by providing something to one non-profit organization but not to others leaves 
the Village in an awkward position Discussion followed. 
 Regarding the involvement of Attorney Reynolds for the Vital Spot proposed expansion, Clerk Mack 
questioned whether the developer should be charged for those attorney fees. If the Planning Board consults with 
an attorney on behalf of a certain project, the developer is liable for those fees.  Discussion followed. The Board 
decided that those charges are a direct result of the proposed project, thus the developer should be responsible 
for those fees. 
 Clerk Mack forwarded information from a property owner who requested that a water/sewer penalty be 
waived. Her assertion was that there was some confusion during a property transfer as to who was responsible 
for the bill, making the payment late.  The Board did not approve the reduction and the penalty fees remain due. 
 Rotary celebrated their 90th anniversary today, Mayor Hatheway reported and he attended the luncheon.   
 The proposed Wadsworth Street block party scheduled for April 16th did not take place.  The organizers 
were not able to obtain approval signatures from the residents.  It was suggested that the organizers might 
consider having the party in the front yard of a residence in another year, instead of closing the street. 
 
12.  PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 Deputy Mayor Brennan stated that according to Chief Osganian’ report, several traffic stops were made 
last week and tickets issued.  It was noted that most of the tickets are issued by the part-time officers.  
 Trustee Wilcox moved to adopt a resolution to authorize the execution and delivery of Schedule of 
Equipment No. 01, dated 4/1/2015, to Master Equipment Lease Purchase Agreement, dated as of 4/1/2015, 
between Community First National Bank, as Lessor, and Village of Geneseo, as Lessee, Lease Number: 61276, 
twenty-four (24) MSA Self Contained Breathing Apparatus units with corresponding serial numbers as listed in 
the agreement.  Total acquisition price is $186,000.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 Trustee Gajewski moved to approve the following new members to the Fire Department:  Matthew 
Fredericks and Michael Alex.  Deputy Mayor Brennan seconded the motion and all were in favor.   
 Trustee Gajewski moved to accept the resignations of the following members with second from Deputy 
Mayor Brennan:  Alexander Clark and Amy Liang.  All were in favor. 
 The new ambulance has been delivered and is being readied for service. The Fire Department will hold 
an open house event this coming Saturday, Trustee Gajewski reported. 
 
13.  PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Trustee Wilcox gave the following report for Supt. Frazier: 
1. Crew enlarged the ball field dirt area for the 70’ Intermediate Baseball Division, the Division paid for all the 

Washington Ball field Mix dirt, the Town of Geneseo hauled the dirt from Clarence, NY. The Village dug 
out the area and placed the dirt. 

2. Highland Park has had crews in getting everything ready for Opening Day this Saturday. 
3. Crew has been getting our equipment for the auction. 
4. We have been stump grinding all of our trees we removed last fall. They will topsoil the areas soon, as 

screened topsoil is ready for us in the near future. 
5. Mechanics have done some work to the Police cars. 
6. DOT is going to replace all the street signs on RT39 from caution light to Avon. 
 With regard to the park exercise equipment project, Trustee Gajewski reported that United Way is 
continuing to plan for the equipment and have obtained a County Health Partnership ACHIEVE grant in the 
amount of  $1,500 for equipment and $500 for publicity. The project will include some funding also from 
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Wegmans and using some Village recreation fee funds (up to $2,000) for that purpose.  Total cost looks to be 
$10,000 with Village involvement of up to $2,000 plus prep work in kind etc.   
 Trustee Duff clarified that she is still the liaison for the DPW Department and Trustee Wilcox will be 
the liaison for the water/sewer department. 
  
14. TRUSTEE REPORTS: 
 Deputy Mayor Brennan:  There has been discussion of having a celebration of the Highland Park 
improvements. Trustee Gajewski said there will be an event after the exercise stations are installed and perhaps 
it can be all together.   
 Trustee Duff: Margaret reported that the Long Point committee continues to meet on a regular basis.       
 Trustee Gajewski:  Ben reported that the GTC walkability audit will take place on Thursday. David 
Woods and Ben plan to ride along with the representatives in the morning and then after lunch they will be 
walking.  
 Trustee Wilcox: Bob commented that it was a good discussion this evening on the Social Host Law and 
repeated that the HCCC did a lot of work on this and are to be commended. 
 
15. CLERK/TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 Deputy Mayor Brennan moved to adopt the 2015-16 Village of Geneseo budget as it was presented at 
the public hearing held on April 6, 2015.  Trustee Gajewski seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  
Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye.   
 Following adoption of the budget, and since the budget included a sewer charge rate increase, the Board 
scheduled a public hearing for the local law necessary to do that.  The public hearing will be held on May 18th at 
5:15PM.  The water rates will not increase and the water meter fee does not require a local law to institute.     
 Clerk Merrick distributed the March Treasurer’s Report to the Board. 
 In order to enter into an Installment Purchase Contract with Community Leasing Partners for the air 
pack purchase, Clerk Merrick advised the Board that it will be necessary to create a Capital Project for that 
purpose.  The project will only be open for a short period of time, in order to make the down payment.  Further 
payments will be made out of the General Operating Fund.  Trustee Gajewski moved to open HR20 Capital 
Project for Air Pack purchase with second from Deputy Mayor Brennan.  The vote was as follows: Deputy 
Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-
Aye.   
 Following review by the Board, Trustee Gajewski moved to approve the following budget transfers with 
second from Trustee Wilcox.   
General Fund - From Account  To Account     Amount   
A1362.4 Tax Advertising Expenses A1460.4 Records Management   $87 
A1325.42 Clerk/Treas. Postage A1210.4 Mayor Contractual    $92 
  “   A1325.41 Clerk/Treas. Phone    $126 
  “   A1325.47 C/T Miscellaneous    $28 
A1450.4 Elections Expense  A1325.43 C/T Computer Supp.   $567 
  “   A1325.45 C/T Payroll Processing   $254 
  “   A1325.46 C/T Supplies    $168 
  “   A1420.4 Law Contractual    $961 
A5182.4 Street Lighting  A1640.4 Central Garage    $1,230 
A1440.4 Engineering   A8020.4 Planning Expense    $200 
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A3120.42 Police Gas & Oil  A3120.23 PD Computers    $327 
  “   A3120.42 PD Gas & Oil    $1,400 
  “   A3120.44 PD Training    $204 
  “   A3120.48 PD Misc. Supplies    $140 
A3320.1 Parking Personal Service A3320.4 Parking Contractual    $2,500 
  “   A3510.4 Dog Control Contractual   $116 
A3410.44 FD Repairs   A3410.45 FD Physicals    $105 
A4540.45 Ambulance Med-Ex Fees A4540.452 ALS/EMS Payments   $18,000 
A4540.44 Ambulance Repairs A4540.21 Ambulance Equipment   $804 
  “   A4540.22 Ambulance Eq. Reserve   $333 
  “   A4540.41 Ambulance Commun.   $20 
  “   A4540.46 Ambulance Misc.    $3,500 
  “   A4540.48 Ambulance Training   $600 
Water Fund - From Account  To Account     Amount   
F1325.42 Clerk/Treas. Postage F1325.43 Clerk/Treas. Computer   $160 
Sewer Fund  - From Account  To Account     Amount   
G599 Fund Balance   G8130.1 STP* Pers. Service    $20,000 
G1325.42 Clerk/Treas. Postage G1325.43 Clerk/Treas. Computer   $157 
G1990.4 Contingent   G8130.22 STP Projects    $1,875 
G1420.4 Law Contractual  G8130.4 STP Contractual    $1,500 
G1640.4 Central Garage     “    $1,161 
All were in favor and the transfers were approved. 
 Following review by Trustee Wilcox, voucher numbers 873-962 (for general, water, and sewer funds) 
were presented for approval.  After discussion and pending signatures from department managers on some 
vouchers, Trustee Wilcox moved and Deputy Mayor Brennan seconded the motion to approve general fund 
vouchers in the amount of $243,655.47. The vote was as follows: Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-
Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.   
 After discussion, Deputy Mayor Brennan moved and Trustee Gajewski seconded the motion to approve 
water fund vouchers in the amount of $42,388.25.  The vote was as follows: Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, 
Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.     
 After discussion, Trustee Gajewski moved and Deputy Mayor Brennan seconded the motion to approve 
sewer fund vouchers in the amount of $221,777.72.  The vote was as follows: Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, 
Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 
 After discussion Trustee Wilcox moved to approve an HR18 Water Improvement Project voucher in the 
amount of $4,380.  Trustee Gajewski seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 After discussion Deputy Mayor Brennan moved to approve an HR19-Main Street Project vouchers in 
the amount of $14,686.19.  Trustee Wilcox seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 After discussion Trustee Duff moved to approve an HR20-Air Pack Purchase Project voucher in the 
amount of $29,219.99 as down payment on the purchase.  Trustee Gajewski seconded the motion and all were 
in favor. 
 
16. SOCIAL HOST LEGISLATION: 
 Trustee Wilcox moved to adopt Local Law #1, 2015, Chapter 88 of the Village Code, Social Host Law 
as presented tonight.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion.  Discussion followed with regard to comments raised 
during the public hearing.  Trustee Gajewski hopes that there is good publicity for the law in the local media.  
Trustee Wilcox added that the Healthy Community Campus Coalition group might be able to embrace that and 
invite students to come and discuss the law.  Trustee Duff suggested the coffee with a cop program with GPD as 
a good thing to do also.  Voting was unanimously in favor of adopting the law.   
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17. ADJOURN: 
 With no further business to discuss, Trustee Duff moved to adjourn the meeting with second from 
Trustee Wilcox.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 7:45PM. 
 
         Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


