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VILLAGE OF GENESEO       December 1, 2014 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
PRESENT: 
 Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor    Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 Margaret Duff, Trustee    David W. Parish, Village/Town Historian 
 Benjamin Gajewski, Trustee    David Woods, Planning Board Chair 
 Bob Wilcox, Trustee     
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
 Mark Scoville 
 
1.  MEETING OPENED: 
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM.  The minutes of the November 17, 2014 meeting were 
reviewed.  Trustee Gajewski moved to approve the minutes as presented with second from Trustee Wilcox.  The 
vote was as follows: Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, Mayor Hatheway-Aye, and Trustee Duff-
Abstain.   
 
2.  DAVID W. PARISH – VILLAGE/TOWN HISTORIAN: 
 David thanked the Board for allowing him his usual December drop-in report.  David reported that most 
of the towns have 3-4 “historians” but thankfully Geneseo has many organizations that contribute and help 
preserve history along with him.  Some that he mentioned were the recent group of Viet Nam veterans who 
wrote and promoted the book, Blue Devils in Viet Nam, the project to restore the Wadsworth Coach, and 
projects involving Conesus Lake. 
 David reported that he is about three quarters of the way finished with his next book, Our Town 
encompassing 200 years of Geneseo history.  He has since changed the title and revised his writing style to tell 
more common folk stories that occurred throughout the period.    
 For another program in conjunction with the 225th Anniversary of the Town, he has had email 
correspondence with Wendy Corsi Staub, a New York Times bestselling author of more than 75 published 
novels with more than four million books sold worldwide.   Wendy is coming to Western New York in March 
and plans a visit to Geneseo.  Apparently her great grandparents lived in Geneseo.  She has agreed to host a 
public program on her family (the Lothario’s) and on her achievements as a history writer.  David is hoping that 
the program might be held in the newly restored Riviera Theater. (Everyone in attendance at the meeting was 
very excited about the newly lit marquee on the Theater.) 
 David attended two sessions of the Genesee Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council workshop recently 
held in Batavia.   
 In closing, David stated that the Northern Livingston Chapter office of the Red Cross is no longer at the 
Livingston County Government Center.  As the office was being dismantled, he was given possession of a 
plaque in tribute to Gertrude Chanler.  He plans to display it in the Historian’s section of the front entryway.   
 
3.  MARK SCOVILLE – 93 MAIN STREET: 
 Mark is planning to rent 93 Main Street to a bakery shop.  Because of the change of use, a special use 
permit is required for eating and drinking establishments.  Mark expressed his objection with the requirement 
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that a special use permit has to be issued.  He feels that if an office went in there, or if he turned the entire 
building to student rental, he would not need a special use permit.  He feels that downtown merchants have 
enough trouble making a living without having to go through extra requirements.    He is concerned that a 
permit wouldn’t be renewed or might be challenged and he would like the requirement removed from the Code. 
 David Woods responded that the requirement has been in the Code for a long time.  It is true that the 
term of the special use permit and whether or not it is renewed is at the discretion of the Planning Board.  
Mayor Hatheway added that changes to the Code do not happen overnight but Mark’s concern can be reviewed 
along with other issues during the next Code revision.  The history of the establishment of the Code in that 
respect was discussed.  Mark is concerned that if he puts money into building renovations for the bakery or any 
other eating and drinking establishment and then the special use permit is taken away, he stands to lose his 
investment.  Concluding the discussion, Mark thanked the Board for their consideration in looking at the Code 
and they acknowledged his concern. 
  
4.  RETIREMENT & LEGAL ISSUES: 
 The NYS Retirement System requires municipal boards to adopt a Standard Work Day and Reporting 
Resolution by the first meeting following 180 days of a new term of office for elected and appointed positions.  
In October, the resolution was passed for Clerk/Treasurer Merrick and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Mack whose 
terms began April 1, 2014 and run until March 31, 2018.  Another resolution is required now for three other 
positions with a different term of office.  Therefore, Trustee Duff moved to adopt the following: BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Village of Geneseo/Location Code 40089, hereby establishes the following as standard 
work days for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days worked to the New York State 
and Local Employee’s Retirement System based on the time keeping system records or the record of activities 
maintained and submitted by these officials to the clerk of this body: 

Trustee Gajewski seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, 
Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 
 The Simms property on Rorbach Lane is transferring ownership again, Mayor Hatheway reported.  The 
present owners have requested that the Village relinquish a fifteen foot (in width) right of way along the entire 
eastern property line.  Apparently, according to the deed description of the property, the right of way has been 
in existence since 1964, before the Village ever owned Highland Park.  Dick showed the Board the area in 
question on a recent map of the Park.  Attorney Tom Reynolds has been in contact with the seller’s attorney, 
Chip Presutti and doesn’t have any legal problem with the Village relinquishing the right of way whatsoever. 
Discussion followed with respect to the fact that if the Village has this property to use, perhaps it can be used as 
part of a trail system or in some other way for the Park.    David Woods weighed in on the trail aspect.  Trustee 
Gajewski felt that there should be some financial aspect to owning the right of way to the property.  Mayor 

Title Name Standard 
Work Day 

Term Participates 
in 

Timekeeping 

Days/Month No Record of 
Activities 

Police Chief Eric Osganian 8 06/01/14-
05/31/19 

Yes 20-30  

Water/Wastewater Senior Plant Operator Stephen 
McTarnaghan 

8 06/01/14-
05/31/19 

Yes 20-30  

       
Village Street Superintendent Jason Frazier 8 06/01/14-

05/31/19 
Yes 20-30  

       



3 
 

Hatheway said it is obviously more complex than originally thought, and there seems to be some hesitation on 
the Board’s part to give up what could be perhaps valuable access to the Park at some point.  The Board decided 
to reconsider signing the release of the right of way and first ask the Planning Board to consider possible uses 
for the strip of land. In the meantime, Mayor Hatheway will relay the information to Attorney Reynolds so that 
he can discuss it with Attorney Presutti.     
 
5.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 
 The Merchants Association minutes were received via email.  The ChristmaSing event is well under 
control, along with a number of various activities.  They will be selling wine glasses from the wine strolls, and a 
window decorating contest will be part of the festivities. 
 The Board agreed that the holiday decorations look very nice this year with greens, lights and bows 
around the light posts and new wreaths hung across Main Street in two places   
 A note from Louise Wadsworth announced the 2015 County Sign and Façade program, Mayor 
Hatheway reported.  The revised program will feature funding monthly with applications due the 15th of each 
month.  Trustee Gajewski added that it is a sign program similar to the Village’s Sign Grant Improvement 
Program and he hopes the two programs can overlap so that a business owner does not have to choose between 
the two.  Ben will ask Louise about that aspect.   
 Livingston County Historical Society (Anna Kowalchuk) is applying for another grant and Mayor 
Hatheway wrote a letter of support.   
 A note was received from a local resident about the leaf removal process.   
 The Board scheduled the annual Holiday Gathering for Monday the 22nd from 5-7PM.   
 
6.  PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 Eric’s reports were distributed electronically for the Board to review.  The Monroe County Medical 
Examiners Office issue was resolved per Chief Osganian.   
 As for the Fire Department, Trustee Wilcox moved to approve the following new members:  Jessica 
Halpern, Barr Gruberg, and James Mattson.  Trustee Gajewski seconded the motion and all were in favor.  
Trustee Wilcox moved to accept the following resignations from the department:  Matthew D’Alberti, Rachel 
Pawelek, and Kathe Wiener to Senior Exempt status.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 
7.  PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Trustee Duff gave the following report for Supt. Frazier: 

1. Rubbish Day is today, we also finished up leaf collection today. 
2. Crews were out most of the day and night during the early snow storm we had. 8”-12” of snow we had 

around the Village. One large dump truck broke down during the storm but we handled the snow with 
no other problems. 

3. Andrew from Chanler Agency, Inc. recouped money’s from Hertz Rental for a MVA on Ryan Dr. 
$1223.00 in damages to our light pole, signs and boulevard. The driver was from Japan and returning 
back to Japan that week, very surprised we saw any money from the motor vehicle accident. 

4. All Holiday decorations are installed and will be turned on today. 
 Trustee Gajewski gave the following report for the water/sewer departments:  the gas pipe in the digester 
has been fixed.  In addition, MRB’s Bill Davis thought that a few more supports (4) corbels (supports for an 
overhanging weight) would be a good idea for the digester cover.  That work will continue for another week.  
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For the rest of December, crew members will be using up vacation time and performing the minimum 
procedures to keep the facilities operational.  Steve is hoping that next week the digester will be up and running.   
 
8.  TRUSTEE REPORTS: 
 Trustee Duff:  Margaret reported that she attended her first Fire Department Turkey Raffle and won two 
turkeys and a gift certificate.  
 Trustee Gajewski:  nothing further 
 Trustee Wilcox: nothing further 
 
9. CLERK/TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 Clerk Merrick distributed the October treasurer’s report and stated that she is working on closing 
November and will be distributing the six-month financials when that is completed. 
 
10. MUSINGS-LONG RANGE THOUGHTS: 

• Parking ticket fee structure: Mayor Hatheway stated that there has been some suggestion that the 
parking ticket fees be raised.  Meter Attendant O’Keefe has been asking the merchants to see what they 
think and they seem to be supportive.  More discussion will take place on this topic, but the subject is 
now on the table for review. 

• Highland Park:  Discussion revolved around future plans for the park in terms of additional equipment.  
Mary Mohan’s class had suggestions for the park.  One of the things was to make known to the public 
how to donate items to the park such as benches, grills, picnic tables, and exercise stations for the Life 
Trail.  The discussion turned to a marketing strategy for all of the area recreational areas including Long 
Point, Highland, the River Access Park, Conservancy Trails, and others.  Trustee Wilcox noted that the 
Tourism Committee will be looking at marketing the parks in greater detail.   One place to start might be 
to develop brochures for each one similar to the one created for the Dog Park. 
 

11. ADJOURN: 
 With no further business to discuss, Trustee Duff moved to adjourn the meeting with second from 
Trustee Wilcox.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 6:43PM. 
 
 
 
         Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


