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VILLAGE OF GENESEO       May 5, 2014 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
PRESENT: 
 Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor    Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 Margaret Duff, Trustee 
 Benjamin Gajewski, Trustee 
 Bob Wilcox, Trustee 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
 Matthew Mallaber  Lorrie Mallaber 
 
1.  MEETING OPENED: 
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM.  The minutes of the April 21, 2014 regular meeting 
were reviewed.  Trustee Gajewski moved to approve the minutes as presented with second from Trustee 
Wilcox.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye.   
 
2.  MATTHEW MALLABER – STREET PARTY CONCERN: 
 At the April 21st meeting, the Village Board had granted permission to a college group to block off 
Wadsworth Street the following Thursday afternoon  between 4 and 6 pm in order to bring the Greek 
Community together with the residents.  Mr. and Mrs. Mallaber were both students at SUNY, and chose to live 
on Wadsworth Street knowing full well the close proximity to the College and what that might entail.    
 Over the first couple of years these street parties went well, but not so lately, Mr. Mallaber explained.  
Previously the annual event was held on a weekend.  It was planned for an inconvenient time this year as folks 
are coming home from work during the weekday (Thursday) afternoon hours between 4-6 pm.  The residents in 
the area were notified of the event only the night before. In addition to the inconvenience, Mr. Mallaber also 
gave the Board a copy of the lyrics to the songs being played by the band.  The music was played at such a loud 
decibel that it rattled the dishes in the cupboard and the music was not appropriate for children; the use of 
tobacco or other products in the street was likewise not appropriate for a family function.  Even though this 
event was promised to be alcohol-free, there were people with open containers consuming alcohol on the street 
as well.  Matthew notified the Sheriff’s dispatcher and was told to raise his concerns with the Village Board.   
 The Mallabers wonder about the permit process involved for this type of event and thought maybe there 
should be some discourse between the residents and the organizers.  Also maybe this event could be moved to a 
different location, perhaps Franklin Street.   
 Matthew had spoken to SUNY Geneseo Coordinator of Greek Affairs and Off-Campus Living Wendi 
Kinney, before the event.  The organizers were advised not to have the event during the week and to talk to the 
residents.  Mayor Hatheway read a post-event  response from Wendi Kinney, who did not condone what took 
place..   
 The Board assured the Mallabers that the event will be more carefully scrutinized in the future and 
thanked them for bringing their concerns to the meeting. 
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3.  REPORT ON THE WINE STROLL: 
 Trustee Gajewski talked to some of the business owners who said it was very successful, some patrons 
were turned away as the event was sold out!  There was food available, wine tastings, arts, and thankfully the 
weather cooperated.  People walked into the businesses to see what there was as well as to taste the wine.  
Board members heard no negative comments except that there was not enough tickets for all the folks that 
wished to attend.   
 
4.  NYMIR RECOGNITION: 
 Peter Baynes, Executive Director of the New York Conference of Mayors (NYCOM) told Mayor 
Hatheway at a recent workshop that NYMIR, the New York Municipal Insurance Reciprocal, has chosen the 
Village of Geneseo for a risk management practices award. As a parent of a SUNY Geneseo student and an 
alumnus himself, he was proud to accept the award on the Village’s behalf at a recent NYCOM meeting. 
 
5.  DOT URBAN DEVELOPMENT MAP: 
 The New York State Department of Transportation is updating the boundaries for small urban areas 
(5,000 to 50,000 in population) based on the 2010 census.  A draft map accompanied a cover letter from DOT. 
Mayor Hatheway sought the advice of Code Officer Dean O’Keefe and Planning Board Chair David Woods.  
David contacted DOT personnel, who informed him that the boundary update has implications for State and 
Federal funding opportunities for urban clusters.  Dean and David suggested that the proposed urban cluster for 
Geneseo be expanded to include the Hammocks (new housing development in the Town) as well as the 
northeastern side of Volunteer Road (also in the Town of Geneseo).  In the future it could assist with funding 
for state roads within the cluster. The process will be repeated in another ten years or so after the 2020 census. 
 
6.  SUMMIT MEETING SUMMARY: 
 Mayor Hatheway attended a Municipal Innovation Exchange Summit that included elected officials 
representing counties, towns, villages, cities and school districts, which was held on April 25th in Syracuse.  
Speakers painted a rather gloomy picture of NY State in terms of the economy and possibilities of economic 
development.  New York State has lost some 1.8 million residents in recent years. The majority of the people 
moving in are from outside the United States, but there seems to be a pattern of them also emigrating rather than 
remaining in New York.  Young professionals seem to be leaving and moving to Pennsylvania or New Jersey 
and then commuting into Manhattan and other NY job sites.   
 Presenters relied on maps and graphs to illustrate where the major problem areas are, which are 
concentrated along the Pennsylvania border, as well as the North Country.  They concluded that it is unrealistic 
to assume two industries that have recently been in the news a lot, oil/gas extraction and casinos, are going to 
have much long-term impact on solving New York’s fiscal problems.  
 The purpose of the summit was to gather elected officials representing the broad spectrum of localities 
ranging in size from school districts to villages under one roof to start the conversation as to additional means of 
cooperating and sharing services with the intent of relieving the property tax burdens.  Approximately 300 local 
officials in attendance left with a “we’re all in this together” kind of feeling.  As a follow up, the Mayor wrote 
to NYCOM’s Peter Baynes to express his feeling that is time to concentrate our collective efforts on specific, 
concrete proposals, rather than simply re-hashing the  broad-scale problems and seeking ‘mandate relief’.   
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7.  MEETING WITH CODE OFFICERS: 
 In Deputy Mayor Brennan’s absence, Mayor Hatheway met with the Code Officers.  There are several 
projects going on around the Village and Town.  It was an interesting dialogue that takes place bi-monthly.   
 
8.  WATER TREATMENT PLANT PROJECT: 
 A recent issue has surfaced at the Water Treatment Plant, Mayor Hatheway reported.  A wall in the well 
that separates the raw water from the fresh water has been leaking, thereby mixing treated and untreated water.  
The suggested remedy will involve shutting the plant down for a day and a half, perhaps this coming December, 
to repair the leak by constructing a second parallel wall.  Our crews can do the work, pouring the new wall and 
installing a membrane.  It will be a low cost solution to remedy the situation.   
 
9.  BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE – NOTICE OF SALE: 
 The note sale will take place on May 15th for the note that is dated May 29th.  This year the note will be 
renewed, and then in the next two May’s, it will be paid off (May 2016).  This note was for the water tank 
project that was undertaken last summer.  
 
10.  COUNTY SIGN AND FAÇADE PROGRAM: 
 Notification of the grant awards came from the Livingston County Development office, Louise 
Wadsworth, Downtown Coordinator.  Two awards totaling $6,600 were granted for businesses in the Village of 
Geneseo.  One is the Not Dot Shop (awnings, windows and doors totaling $8,230 with $3,000 grant award) and 
the other is for Muddy Waters (paint, windows and door totaling $7,200 with $3,600 grant award).   The 
proprietors will be contributing over $8,800 of their own funds in order to get the work done. Trustee Gajewski 
and resident Liz Porter represented the Village on the County Committee.  
 On a related note, work at the Riviera Theater is underway; a big project that will be ongoing, Trustee 
Gajewski reported.  The Theater owners have received a grant for a portion of that work. 
 
11. MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 
 Mayor Hatheway wrote to express the Board’s concerns about the areas planned on Campus for the Start 
Up New York program.  A note was written to James Milroy, VP for Administration & Finance, with a copy to 
the Board members.   
 On another College note, as water rates increase for all users on August 1, Mayor Hatheway had an 
opportunity to talk with Mr. Milroy about the increase for the College.  For many years, the water rate for the 
College has been lower than the rate for the Village because the State provided funding “up front” for two 
capital projects (filtration plant upgrade and storage tank construction) that took place over the years.  However, 
that “bank” has now been depleted, necessitating a rate to the College that will be increased to be equivalent to 
the rate charged to all other users.    
 Mayor Hatheway received a letter from the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance with regard to his 
letter requesting a reconsideration of the proposed tax freeze in the Governor’s budget.  The response stressed 
that the Governor’s objective is to provide additional State-financed property tax relief to New York State 
taxpayers.  The property tax relief was among the recommendations of the New York State Tax Relief 
commission.  Sharing services and other cost saving measures among local governments are incentives so that 
greater efficiencies can result in reducing local tax burdens. 
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12. PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 Following discussion, Trustee Wilcox moved to approve the proposed contract between the Village of 
Geneseo and the Geneseo Police Benevolent Association Council 82 as it has been drafted effective June 1, 
2014 through May 31, 2019.  Trustee Gajewski seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  Trustee 
Duff-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.   
 The following items were reported for the FD: 

• Open House – the annual event was held on April 26.  The event was a success despite the weather. 
• Trustee Gajewski rode along with the ambulance crew on a recent Friday night.  Even though the call 

load that night was light, Ben thought it was useful to see what goes on during ambulance shifts. 
• Ambulance staffing will become a challenge as the College students go home for the summer. 
• The ambulance replacement committee is at work deciding whether to purchase an entire new rig or to 

re-chassis the existing rig.   
• The County will be borrowing the Village’s third ambulance while one of their rigs is being repaired.   

 
13. PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Following discussion, Trustee Duff moved to approve the proposed contract between the Village of 
Geneseo and the Service Employees Union Local 200 United (DPW Union) as it has been drafted effective June 
1, 2014 through May 31, 2019.  Trustee Gajewski seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  Trustee 
Duff-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.   
 Trustee Gajewski reported a couple things from Steve McT.  One of the water filters is acting up and 
Steve met with MW Controls and MRB about that.  Steve is working with MRB on the water and sewer line 
mapping work; the crews are working on spring clean up and other chores around the water and wastewater 
treatment plants. 
 The Geneseo Building project is in the process of finishing up and Window Specialist is working on the 
punch list. 
 
14. TRUSTEES: 
 Trustee Duff:  Margaret encountered a resident burning brush and spoke with them about the burning 
ban that is in effect. 
 Trustee Gajewski:  Ben participated in a ride along with the Ambulance crew on a recent Friday night.  
He also attended the Fire Department Open House on Saturday.  Even though the weather was not good and 
attendance was down, it was a well-run and well-received event. 
 With regard to the Village email addresses, Trustees Duff, Gajewski and Mayor Hatheway are using the 
geneseony.org addresses.  Ben will work something out with Sandy and Bob to get an email address on the 
website.   
 Trustee Wilcox:  Bob attended the last HCCC meeting today for the academic year.  Meetings will start 
up again in September.  The Tourism Committee is within a week or two of having the new brochure available 
with the new map.  A lot of volunteer hours are spent with some great people, Bob commented.  Tourism is a 
terrific organization that works wonders! 
 Bob highlighted the May 15th takeoff of the Whiskey 7 plane that is making the historic trek to 
Normandy from the National Warplane Museum.   Take off is scheduled for 2pm. 
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15. CLERK/TREASURER: 
 The Board decided to hold the end of fiscal year meeting on May 28th at 3:30PM.   
 
16. MEETING CLOSE: 
 With no further business to discuss, Trustee Gajewski moved and Trustee Wilcox seconded the motion 
to adjourn.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee Gajewski-Aye, Trustee Wilcox-Aye, and 
Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 6:32PM. 
 
        Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 
 


