
 
 

1

VILLAGE OF GENESEO      September 26, 2011 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 
 Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor   Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk/Treasurer  
 Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee 
 Margaret Duff, Trustee 
 John Fox, Deputy Mayor   

Thomas J. LaGrou, Trustee 
       
PUBLIC PRESENT: 

Bethany Malenick Hailey Gallo Amy Sheldon 
 
1.  MEETING OPENED:    
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM. The minutes of the September 12, 2011 
regular meeting were reviewed.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the minutes as presented with 
second from Trustee Brennan.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-
Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion carried. 
 
Trustee Duff entered the meeting. 
 
2.  SUNY GENESEO GEOLOGY/HYDROLOGY STUDENT PROJECT: 
 Hailey Gallo and Bethany introduced themselves and updated the Board on the Drains to 
Streams project.  The project began last year (fall semester). Four groups have been formed within the 
class: one group for public awareness of the project, the second group to research where the water 
drains from the storm sewers, a third group to present the project to Geneseo Central school students 
and the fourth group is for public relations.   
 The project will mark drains to make folks aware that it is a storm drain and water that enters it 
will end up either in the Genesee River or in a stream that drains into the river or some other body of 
water.  The emphasis is on limiting what is put in the storm sewer system to storm water and nothing 
else (pesticides, vehicle waste, household waste, etc.).  The project’s objective is to build awareness 
that what enters the storm drains ends up in the river and streams in the area.  Two designs for the 
storm sewer markers were presented.  Hailey and Bethany invited the Board to decide which style 
would be the best for the Village. EPA might provide funding for the stickers or stamps or stenciling.  
Handouts and door tags describing the project are also being designed to distribute to the property 
owners.   
 The Board was supportive of the project and was eager to see it progress.  The students will 
research costs for each design and determine how many drop inlets there are.  Another objective is to 
test how successful the project might be in eliminating undesirable contaminants from entering the 
system.  Chemical testing samples of storm water twice a year is a possibility, but the cost of chemical 
analyses would be $170 per sample.  The students have applied for a grant to cover the cost of such 
sampling.   

After further discussion, it was determined that the students will report back to the Board on 
December 5th.  Board members suggested after the inner core area of the Village has been completed 
perhaps testing could be expanded to include some of the subdivisions.   
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3.  II PROJECT UPDATE: 
 Deputy Mayor Fox updated the Board on the progress thus far.  Crews are finishing the storm 
and sanitary utility work on University Drive, which should be completed by the end of the week.  
Laterals to individual properties will hopefully be completed by the end of next week. Water main 
work is being done at the University and Main Streets intersection.  There has been some controversy 
about the presence of steel plates over the excavation on Main Street.  However, that is the way 
prescribed in the job specifications.  They are planning to put the first (binder) course of pavement 
down on University Ave. on October 10th. 
 Mayor Hatheway noted that a change order has been prepared involving a bypass for the water 
meter at University and Court Streets.  The bypass will go around the meter to connect the nearby line 
that feeds the College.  Per an email sent from MRB’s Pat Nicoletta to the Mayor, Currently the 
College does not have supply from this line as the line is turned off.  This bypass will return the source 
of water from this location.  The cost for the bypass is $11,578.90, which is higher than the amount the 
Mayor is authorized to sign without Board approval.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved to allow Mayor 
Hatheway to sign and thereby authorize acceptance of the proposal from Babcock Enterprises to 
proceed with the bypass work as described above at a cost not to exceed $11,578.  Trustee Duff 
seconded the motion and all were in favor.   
 
Trustee LaGrou entered the meeting. 
 
4.  GENESEO BUILDING: 
 Mayor Hatheway placed a proposal for a Hazard Material Survey in the Board members folders 
from Clark Patterson Lee.  Requests for proposals were sent to three firms, and two responded, Lu 
Engineers at a cost of $4,400 and Atlantic Testing at a cost of $4,524.  Clark Patterson’s Jon Norris 
recommends accepting the proposal from Lu Engineers.  After consideration by the Board, Trustee 
Brennan moved to accept the proposal from Lu Engineers for a Hazard Material Survey to identify any 
hazards, such as asbestos and lead, on exterior materials of the Geneseo Building. The findings of the 
report will impact the scope of the exterior work. The cost of the survey is quoted at $4,400.  Trustee 
Duff seconded the motion and all were in favor.   
 
5.  SUMMER RECREATION SUMMARY: 
 Eric Fix provided a breakdown by address of kids enrolled in swimming (101) and recreation 
(105).  Clerk Mack then assisted by grouping the children into their respective communities (Village, 
Town and Groveland). The list of children participating in the swimming was straightforward, but in 
the rec program there were four kids whose addresses were not known, Mayor Hatheway stated.  Once 
the community for those children is determined Clerk Merrick can then bill the towns for their 
percentages of children enrolled in the programs.  Currently the percentages stand at roughly 55% of 
the children from the Village and 45% from the towns.  Groveland participation appears to be down a 
little, he added.  Average enrollment numbers are also in question because program costs are based on 
an average of 120 participants.  Perhaps the Village will be entitled to some refund on total program 
costs.  If so, that will be shared with the towns. The Y did include the recreation fees they collected on 
their latest invoice of $10,250 in the amount of $5400, so total program costs were about $36K.  
Enrollment numbers generally appear to be down, Mayor Hatheway noted, and conversations about the 
program will need to take place during the coming months. 
   
6.  PARKS RESERVATION FORM: 
 A revised form was distributed to Board members and others seeking comments/suggestions a 
couple of weeks ago. Based on comments received, a new form has been drafted and distributed to the 
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Board members by Mayor Hatheway today.  The form would be used for reservations for all of the 
Village parks (Kelsey field, Village (log cabin) Park, and Highland Park).  The Board suggested 
changes to various sections.  The Board was invited to look it over once again and eventually it will be 
considered for adoption. 
 
7.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 
  A copy of resolution number 2011-320 from the County Board of Supervisors stipulates that 
the Village share of the worker’s compensation coverage will be about $1,000 more than it was last 
year.  That amounts to a total bill of $32,248.  That number will be used for budgeting purposes in the 
spring.   
 A nice note was in the Livingston County News from Sue Richardson (Garden Club President) 
praising the flowers on Main Street and around the Village and Town; a second note was received 
from APOG about the Main Street flowers. 
 Dick Gallivan sent a note as Superintendent of Temple Hill Cemetery.  In the past the 
Cemetery has received donations of equipment from the Town of Geneseo.  Mr. Gallivan requests 
consideration by the Village of any equipment, especially a mower, that might be declared surplus in 
the future. 
 An invitation to attend the grand opening of The Lodge at Springwater was received. The event 
is taking place today.  
 A copy of a letter sent to the owners of the former Balconi building at 84 Avon Road was 
received from Code Officer Ron Maxwell.  The building has been vacant for more than a year, thus the 
owners or tenants will have to apply to the Zoning Board of Appeals if another commercial use was 
proposed for the building.  
 Thursday, November 17 has been slated for the annual Regional Local Government Workshop 
hosted by the Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council.  The event will be held in Batavia; 
information flyers are available. 
 Reminder that a public hearing has been set for next week, October 3 at 5:15PM to consider a 
zoning amendment which limits the conversion of one family homes to two-family dwellings in the R-
1 and R-2 districts. 
 
8.  PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 Trustee Brennan reported that the Chief is working on the accreditation for the Department. He 
is conversing with the Dean of Students, among others, about some of the aspects of that process.   
 Deputy Mayor Fox reported the following items from Chief Chanler: 

• The Chief is ready to go to bid for the repairs to the front of the firehouse.  Once architect Tim 
Brinduse returns from out of town the specs and drawings will be ready to advertise the project. 

• The department continues to address the abundance of weekend ambulance calls to SUNY for 
various issues.  Ambulance crews in Livonia and Mt. Morris have been helpful in assisting on 
those calls.   

• Karen Dewar has accepted the County position, as Director of Emergency Medical Services 
and the Chief will be looking to fill the position of ambulance captain for the department.  
Karen has served roughly 14 years as ambulance captain and served four chiefs in that position.   

• Testing of equipment is taking place as part of the routine maintenance and in accordance with 
standards set by the NFPA (National Fire Protection Association).  All hoses, rescue tools 
including the Jaws of Life and all ladders and pumps will be tested. 
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9.  PUBLIC WORKS:  
1. Sidewalk replacement has been almost completed for the year. The last of the sidewalk 

was poured on Second Street. One more section might be poured on Prospect Street 
after a tree is removed by the contractor. 

2. Light poles and fixtures have been installed in the island in Highland Park. Existing 
fixtures in the entrance island have also been replaced. 

3. Court, Wadsworth, and University (II) Project:  The Court Street storm sewer is 
underway starting at the two entrances to the storm tunnel main line. Grass in the 
Wadsworth Street boulevard area has been mowed by the contractor.  Utility work on 
University Ave. is still underway and plans are to apply the first course of pavement on 
October 10th.   The contractor has dug across Main Street to tie in the University water 
line to the water main on Main Street. 

4. Main Street, South Street and Mary Jamison Drive:  RGE has contracted with DDS to 
install a new 8” gas main from Second Street to the Doty building entrance and then tie 
in a new 4” line down Main Street to the valves across from Park St. The State right-of-
way in the Park Street and South Street area is 99’. 

Trustee LaGrou reported items for Supt. McTarnaghan:  the crew is replacing water meters at 
the Meadows Apartments along with performing routine maintenance and repairs.  The old water main 
on Court Street has been shut off.  They are still waiting for parts to replace the Geneseo Central 
School water meter. 
 Mayor Hatheway reported that Charlie Parent has been working on the rear stairwell of the 
Geneseo Building.  The goal is to give the stairwell a facelift (paint, boxing in of the area, etc.) and 
improve lighting.  A new door will be installed at the foot of the stairs exiting to the back parking lot.   
 The Board reviewed the sewer unit changes as prepared by Clerk Mack.  Trustee Brennan 
moved approval of the recommendations as prepared by office staff with the stipulation that Mayor 
Hatheway will be consulting with Sheriff York about the number of units for the Livingston County 
Jail.  The new jail is up and running and the renovations to the old jail facility are just about completed.  
An assessment of the units will take place once things settle down and a determination for future 
billing will be formulated.  Deputy Mayor Fox seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  
Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye. 
 
10. TRUSTEES: 
 Trustee Brennan:  Sandy is working on the SEQR long form for the public hearing that will be 
held on October 3 amending the Bulk and Use Tables in the Village Code.  She is referring to the form 
prepared for the zoning amendments adopted in 2009.   
 Trustee Duff:  nothing further. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox:  John is frustrated with the number of stray feral cats in the Village and is 
looking for ways to lessen the numbers.  Many options were discussed; however, the consensus was 
that this is a problem faced by many communities with very few solutions. 
 Trustee LaGrou:  Tom prepared a rough draft of the tree removal policy.  The policy reads: 

This policy refers to the annual tree removal in the Village of Geneseo boulevards: 
• All homeowners will be notified of any tree removal regarding the boulevard in front of 

their property from the Village of Geneseo. 
• Homeowners will be given the opportunity to keep the wood if so desired. 
• If the homeowner has agreed to keep the wood, it must be entirely removed from the 

boulevard within seven days of the tree cutting. 
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• If the homeowner declines the wood, the Village of Geneseo is responsible for its 
removal. 

• The homeowner will be given the opportunity to choose from a Village list of available 
trees for replacement. 

Following discussion and review, Trustee Brennan moved to adopt the tree removal policy for 
the Village of Geneseo with minor editing as per the draft presented by Trustee LaGrou on 
September 26, 2011.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and all were in favor.  Mayor 
Hatheway clarified that this is a Village policy and not a part of the Code of the Village of 
Geneseo and therefore not requiring a formal adoption procedure. 
  
11. CLERK/TREASURER:      
           Clerk/Treasurer Merrick reported on the visit by Rick Blafield from the State Comptroller’s 
Office who is assisting her in preparing the Annual Update Document (annual financial report) 
especially with respect to the ongoing capital projects.  The report will be filed as soon as the auditor 
finishes up with the final journal entries necessary. 
            Following review by Mayor Hatheway, voucher numbers 284-383 (for general, water, and 
sewer funds) were presented for approval. After discussion, Trustee Brennan moved and Trustee 
LaGrou seconded the motion to approve general fund vouchers in the amount of $166,266.35. The vote 
was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-
Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.    

After discussion Deputy Mayor Fox moved and Trustee Brennan seconded the motion to 
approve water fund vouchers in the amount of $62,572.10.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-
Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.     
 After discussion, Trustee Duff moved and Trustee Brennan seconded the motion to approve 
sewer fund vouchers in the amount of $24,143.77.  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, 
Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 

After discussion, Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve Infrastructure Improvements Project 
vouchers in the amount of $336,115.81.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
  
12. MEETING CLOSE:  
 With no further business to discuss, Deputy Mayor Fox moved and Trustee Brennan seconded 
the motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy 
Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the 
meeting adjourned at 6:32PM. 
 
     Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


