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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      September 12, 2011 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 

Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor  Marsha B. Merrick, Clerk/Treasurer 
John Fox, Jr., Deputy Mayor  
Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee   
Margaret Duff, Trustee   
Thomas LaGrou, Trustee 

      
PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Howard Appell Mike Madigan  Jill Scalzo  
  
1.  MEETING OPENED:  
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM.  The minutes of the August 22, 2011 regular meeting 
were reviewed.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the minutes as amended with second from Trustee 
Brennan.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Brennan-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 
 
2.  INTER-GREEK COUNCIL BLOCK PARTY-MIKE MADIGAN & JILL SCALZO: 
  Party organizers Mike Madigan and Jill Scalzo applied for a noise permit for a DJ on October 22 from 
1-5PM at the south end of Wadsworth Street during the block party.   Mike has drafted a letter to the residents 
in the area describing the event and inviting their participation. They have been in contact with two families in 
the area as well as Mr. Basher.  The event will be family oriented and alcohol free.    

With regard to the construction project in the area, the top coat of the pavement has been scheduled for 
the week after the event.  The Board felt that this is a nice celebration of the project completion and the start of 
a new school year.  
 Approval of the noise permit was considered.  The application will be forwarded to the Police Chief and 
following that review, the organizers will be notified of approval or disapproval of the music portion of the 
event.  The Board was supportive of the progress thus far and commended the group for their organization and 
planning of the event. 
 
Trustee LaGrou entered the meeting. 
 
3.  UPDATES: 

• II Project: The project is progressing and still on schedule to wrap up around the 26th of October.  That 
will include completing the storm sewer work on Court Street.  Most of that work will be performed on 
the boulevard with some disruption of the street surface.  There have been a few issues on University; 
Parking lot A was not accessible for a time period.  The most disappointing issue was that the College 
hoped to get two master water meters installed, but there have been issues with the Park Street meter 
installation.  However, overall the project area looks good, Deputy Mayor Fox concluded. 

• Highland Park:  Mayor Hatheway reported that more seeding needs to be done, but the pavilion has been 
shored up at MRB’s expense.  Deputy Mayor Fox mentioned that additional material is needed on some 
parts of the walking trail.  John wondered about the status of the dog park; that project will be started 
next year, Mayor Hatheway stated.  He also wondered about a community vegetable garden that might 
be added to the park; that had been considered, but location is an issue. 
 

Trustee Duff entered the meeting. 
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• Geneseo Building:  Mayor Hatheway reported that Clark Patterson Lee engineers were inspecting the 
shell and the condition of the window exteriors today with lift equipment and Supt. Frazier’s assistance.   

• Farmer’s Market:  Mayor Hatheway stated that the Market continues to do well. The market and the 
concert series have been a real plus for downtown this summer.  Kudos to all of the organizers.   

 
4.  UPCOMING EVENTS:   

• Big Tree Anniversary: The Big Tree Inn is planning a 125th anniversary celebration on September 17.  
One part of that celebration will be a parade down Center Street to Main Street including transporting 
the Wadsworth Coach (carriage) from the County Museum to the Big Tree on a flatbed truck.  There 
will be folks in period dress for the event, live music, activities and entertainment beginning at 12PM 
that day.  Debbie Altrieth, event coordinator has been in contact with Chief Osganian for police officer 
assistance during the parade.    

• Prospect Street request: Anita Whitehead has requested permission to block off the street on Sunday, 
September 18 between 1 and 4PM for the annual Prospect Street/Center Street block party.  The Board 
was supportive.   

• Sewer grievance day: Grievance day is next Monday the 19th between 4 and 6PM.  Mayor Hatheway 
requested that Board members sign up for a “shift” during that timeframe.  Deputy Mayor Fox and 
Mayor Hatheway plan to be there, as well as Trustee Brennan from 4-5PM and then Trustee Duff from 
5-6PM.  Trustee LaGrou will not be available that afternoon.    

• Association: Trustee Brennan and Mayor Hatheway will be attending the meeting in Lima on 
Wednesday, September 21. 

   
5.  ZONING REVISION – TRUSTEE BRENNAN:   
  Trustee Brennan stated that the simplest way to eliminate the possibility of further conversions of one-
family dwellings to two-family dwellings in the R-1 and R-2 districts is to change the bulk and use tables in the 
Village Code.  The Local Law would seek to remove the following from the tables: 
Section 130-130 Bulk and Use Table R-1 Residential District 
 REMOVE: Dwelling, two-family as a use requiring a special use permit 
Section 130-131 Bulk and Use Table R-2 Residential District 
 REMOVE: Dwelling, attached or row, as a permitted use (discussion below) 
 REMOVE: Dwelling, two-family as a use requiring a special use permit 
Sandy explained that the original intent was to allow an in-law apartment in a residential dwelling; but in fact 
once that special use is granted, it will stay with the property even when the property changes hands or 
occupants.  By reverting back to the wording in the Code before the recent revision, conversion of one-family to 
two-family dwellings in the R-1 or R-2 districts would not be allowed, thereby fulfilling one of the goals of the 
CMP to retain the residential character of the Village. When the zoning code was revised a few years ago, the 
error was made to include the provision to allow the conversions with a special use permit.  A door was opened 
in the new code that wasn’t supposed to be opened. We need to correct that oversight. 
 Also listed under bulk and use tables section 130-130 and 131, Trustee Brennan would like the Board to 
consider removing attached or row houses as a permitted use.  Those types of dwellings were never intended to 
be included in the R-1 or R-2 district.  An example was made that a property at the north end of Wadsworth 
Street could accommodate an attached or row house.  Never was it the intent of the Board to allow row houses 
in the R-1 or R-2 residential districts. That oversight snuck in when we changed the designations of the zoning 
districts, and didn’t pick up the erroneous inclusion.   
 The Board set a public hearing for these changes at the last meeting.  That hearing is scheduled for 
October 3 at 5:15PM.  Trustee Brennan moved that the Board proceed with the public hearing based on the 
wording described above, removing those uses from the bulk and use tables in the Village Code.  Deputy Mayor 
Fox seconded the motion to move forward with this zoning amendment and the vote was as follows:  Trustee 
Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.   
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 Following the vote the Board discussed housing density in general and reviewed a map of the Village 
provided by Planning Board member David Woods from the Real Property Tax Office that shows the location 
of all known (recognized by tax maps) two-family residences within the Village limits.    
  
6.  COUNTY REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: 
 The steering committee has sent out the request for proposals to engineering and planning firms for the 
County connectivity plan covered under the UPWP grant, Mayor Hatheway reported. 
 
7.  SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM SUMMARY: 
 Mayor Hatheway stated that he has sent an email to YMCA representative Erik Fix regarding the 
number of enrollees for this year’s program.  When the information is received, the program costs can be 
wrapped up and the Towns of Geneseo and Groveland can be billed for their participation. 
 
8.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 
 Village resident Lanna Ruddy sent a photograph of a Geneseo Main Street shot that was included in a 
movie she saw.  In the movie, the name of the place was Pipe Stone, California. Interesting! 
 The Police were notified that organizers of a health and wellness fair at Highland Park were charging for 
entry into the park.  Patrol notified them that while they can charge for their services, they cannot charge for 
entry into the public park.  

APOG’s program listing for this year is very comprehensive, Mayor Hatheway noted. 
Mayor Hatheway attended a presentation on the recently formed Finger Lakes Museum. The natural 

history and cultural museum is currently operating educational programs from a temporary location near Keuka 
Lake and is in the process of raising funds to build a facility adjacent to Keuka Lake State Park.  The museum 
will draw folks to the Finger Lakes area and boost tourism throughout the eleven counties in the central-western 
NY region. 
 The Livingston County Agricultural tour is set for this Friday. 
 
9.  PUBLIC SAFETY: 
  Chief Osganian submitted his monthly report of activity.  Deputy Mayor Fox reported that there has 
been a rash of quality of life initiatives resulting in serving some 80 citations.  In addition there were some other 
more serious infractions that the Police Department has caught up with this past week, Trustee Brennan 
reported.  FAIR (Fundamentals of Alcohol Intoxication Recognition) training is tonight at 7PM at the College.  
Members of the local PD, Sheriff’s Department and merchants will attend.  Deputy Mayor Fox attended the 
Healthy Communities meeting today and it was noted that there were 19 ambulance calls recently of which 16 
persons were transported for alcohol-related reasons.  John stated that those types of calls have doubled this 
year and some other campuses have reported a similar trend. 
 On Wednesday, August 31st between 6 and 10PM there were six ambulance calls, not related to the 
above and related to one another. All ambulances were busy that night, Deputy Mayor Fox reported. 
  
10. PUBLIC WORKS: 
  Supt. McTarnaghan has been out of town the past week. 
 Supt. Frazier submitted the following:   

1. Sidewalk replacement is still under way.  Areas being addressed are North Street near the Second 
Street crosswalk, Avon Road near the St. Mary’s Church and Prospect Street near South Street. 

2. The DPW crew used the Town’s large boom mower to mow the Jaycox Creek area. The crew will 
also do some cleaning near the culverts. 

3. Two proposals were received for tree trimming.  Terry Tree for $26,348 and Davey Tree for $31,798.  
Supt. Frazier recommends awarding the project to Terry Tree Service.  Trustee Duff moved to accept 
the proposal from Terry Tree but to limit the work so that it falls within the budget constraints.  
Trustee Brennan seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
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4. The crew cleaned out the ditch line next to the Fire Hall. 
5. With regard to the II Project, the contractor, Babcock, is continuing with all utilities on University 

Ave. this week.  Court Street services are being directional drilled across this week and the storm 
sewer work will start at the top of Court Street this week.  The grass is starting to grow on the 
Wadsworth Street boulevard areas. Some topsoil work is still needed.  The catch basin areas will be 
leveled when the final top course of asphalt is applied. 

6. Dukes Root Control is in the Village doing sewer treatments this week. 
A resident asked Supt. Frazier about the discarded wood from the annual tree trimming.  The prevailing 

policy has been to leave the wood for the resident if he/she wants it; if not, the Village trucks it away. Trustee 
LaGrou will draft a proposal for a written policy that can be referred to in the future. 
 
11. TRUSTEES: 
 Trustee Brennan:  Sandy asked about the status of an alarm system for the office clerks.  There are six 
stations that would need alarms or “panic” buttons.  She will talk with Chief Osganian who obtained a quote for 
alarms back in February.  Another issue was whether or not to replace the file servers currently installed in the 
boardroom or go to an off-site file server that would be hosted by Integrated Systems.  Deputy Mayor Fox will 
revisit that project and prepare a recommendation for the Board to consider.   
 Trustee Duff:  nothing further. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox:  nothing further. 
 Trustee LaGrou:  Asked about the condition of Kelsey field and other play areas when they are over-
used.  Discussion followed with regard to area groups requesting field use. 
 The Board also discussed parties in the Village with regard to Police response and nuisance law 
violations.   
 
12. CLERK/TREASURER: 
 Clerk Merrick received notification of the intent to renew the liquor license at the Omega Grill.   
  
13. MEETING CLOSE: 
 With no further business to discuss, Trustee Brennan moved and Deputy Mayor Fox seconded the 
motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-
Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 
7:03PM.       
 

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


