
1 

 

VILLAGE OF GENESEO        July 11, 2011 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

PRESENT: 

 Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor Debra Lund, Secretary Pro Tem 

 Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee Corinne Zajak, SEIU Representative 

 Thomas J. La Grou, Trustee Jeff Drain 

 Margaret E. Duff, Trustee 

 (Entered meeting at 5:05 pm.) 

 

PUBLIC PRESENT: 

 Howard Appell, Livingston County News 

 Josh Williams, Genesee Sun 

 

1. MEETING OPENED: 

 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00 pm. Trustee Brennan moved to approve 

the June 20, 2011 minutes as presented. The motion was tabled.  

 

2. PERSONNEL ISSUES: 

Trustee LaGrou moved to enter into executive session to discuss a personnel issue with Jeff 

Drain and Service Employees International (SEIU) representative, Corinne Zajak.  Trustee Brennan 

seconded the motion and following a unanimous vote the session began at 5:03 pm. Trustee Brennan 

moved to come out of executive session at 5:45 PM.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and all were 

in favor.  No decision was reached and no formal action was taken during the session. 

 

3. LIVINGSTON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION: 

LCDC is asking for the Village Board to approve the 2011-2012 Memorandum of 

Understanding, including a contribution in the amount of $3750.00 (the same as last year). Pat Rountree, 

County Director of Economic Development,  and Louise Wadsworth, Downtown Revitalization 

Coordinator, are at the helm of the programs for downtown revitalization. Because the funds had been 

included in the Village’s 2011-2012 budget, Trustee LaGrou moved to approve the request in the amount 

of $3750.00 to the Livingston County Development Corporation with the Mayor to have authority to 

sign the documents as necessary; Trustee Brennan seconded the motion. All were in favor. 

 

4. II PROJECT UPDATE: 

The project is moving along well. P. Nicoletta, MRB, wrote a letter to Livingston County 

Department of Health citing the water main installation of 2,385 lineal feet of 12” Class 52 DIP, 1148.75 

lineal feet of 8” Class 52 DIP, and 316.25 lineal feet of 8” Class 52 DIP along with hydrants and 

appurtenances. The pressure tested fine. P. Nicoletta requested DOH approval for the completed work. 

Work is progressing on the sanitary sewers, some of which will serve several Main Street residences. 

 

5. Highland Park Project: 

Final payment statements are to be submitted; there is a push to finish the work. Many are enjoying 

the walking path. Mayor Hatheway made the suggestion of contacting the high school art department to 

see if any students would be interested in painting a mural on the outside facing portion of the practice 

wall in the tennis courts. He envisions a mural similar to the one on Barry Caplan’s building off of 

Main Street. The wall faces the Depot and would be an improvement over the current unadorned 

plywood. Trustee Duff asked the size and what would be painted; the side facing the depot with an 

approximate area of 8’ H x16’ or 20’W. The dog walk is not quite finished yet as there are some 
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concerns about proper drainage in that area. Trustee Lagrou noted this may not be an on-going issue as 

it was an exceptionally wet spring when the concerns were raised. 

 

6. Requests: 

Oak Tree Half Marathon & 5K Road Race: The Genesee Valley Conservancy is requesting 

permission to hold the annual event on September 4
th
. Their representative will be in touch with the 

police and fire department and will set time aside to discuss policy changes. Approved 

Geneseo Garden Club: The Club is once again requesting permission to use the Log Cabin on 

Monday mornings from August to mid-October to make and store their arrangements for the fall fund 

raiser. They will be mindful of others also using the cabin. Trustee Brennan suggested they be informed 

that others are also using the cabin. Approved 

The Tourism Committee: The Tourism Committee would like to hold a picnic in the Village Park 

on August 20
th
 for the Resident Assistants Visiting Main Street Program’s finale. The picnic was a 

success last year. The group requests the DPW please place trash receptacles. There is no charge for the 

park for this event and the Board was supportive. Approved 

Christian Fellowship InterVarsity: The group would like permission to hold a picnic for new and 

returning students at the Village Park on September 2
nd

, 3 pm -10 pm. Approved  

Annual Oak Street Block Party: There is a request to block off the west end of Oak Street on 

August 22
nd

 from 5:00 pm-9:30 pm. The neighbors will provide signs and sawhorses. The Board was 

supportive. 

Ted Bondi Memorial Golf Tournament: Fundraiser will be held August 5
th
. 

 

7. INSURANCE: 

 Mayor Hatheway and Clerk-Treasurer Merrick met with Andrew Chanler and Karen Buckley, 

representing NYMIR (our new insurance carrier).  NYMIR will have a loss control representative visit 

the Village in September or October for an inspection. They also offer a wide variety of on-line training 

opportunities as well as a point reduction program for vehicle insurance reductions. Trustee Brennan 

noted it is usually 10% off the liability coverage. 

 

8. TOWN OF GENESEO ZBA: 

The Town of Geneseo has sent notification of a Zoning Board of Appeals public hearing scheduled 

for July 26
th
 on property within the vicinity of the Village at 4222 Reservoir Road; the appeal is by 

Mark Argenta to construct a single family residence which fails to meet front yard setback requirement 

of 70’ from the highway right-of-way. 

 

9. LIVINGSTON COUNTY TAX ABATEMENT LEGISLATION: 

Livingston County would like the Village’s letter of support for the New York State Assembly’s 

appeal to the Governor. The bill would authorize a local government/school district option for granting 

of a targeted tax abatement of up to twelve years on real property taxes. Trustee Brennan asked if the 

abatement would be at the County, School or local level. Previous decisions done with the Village input 

did not have an impact. Are municipal taxes to be part of the exemption or only the schools? Mayor 

Hatheway replied the Village would not lose tax revenue from existing properties but would  gain in the 

long run, once the abatements on the improvements were exhausted. Any municipality within the 

County could opt in. 

 
10. KIWANIS:  

 President M. Tenalio wrote to the Board to ask that not-for profit groups be exempt from paying for 

erecting banners across Main Street. The group’s feeling is that non-for profits exist to benefit the 

community and should be exempt from the fee. Trustee Duff says she has had some discussion 

regarding putting up and taking down the banners. Further discussion was deferred until Trustee Fox is 

present. 
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11. SENATOR GALLIVAN: 

Senator Gallivan will be visiting Geneseo on August 23 at 4 pm. for an informal meeting with local 

officials. He plans to eventually meet with all Livingston County Town and Village officials. The 

Geneseo event is scheduled to take place at Micelli’s. Mayor Hatheway would be happy to pass on any 

comments/suggestions from those unable to attend. 

 

12. LIVINGSTON COUNTY TRANSPORTATION CONNECTIVITY PLAN: 

A sub-committee met today to review a RFP seeking professional guidance to develop a 

countywide transportation plan, as part of the Genesee Transportation Council UPWP grant that 

was awarded to the County. The group is scheduled to meet again in August and should be ready to 

present their recommendations for a Consultant to assist the County to the Board of Supervisors in 

October. 

 

13. PUBLIC SAFETY: 

 Trustee Brennan noted everyone had received a copy of Chief Osganian’s monthly report. Chief 

Osganian had attended an Accreditation Program Manager Workshop and Sergeant Carson attended a 

free workshop on search warrant applications provided by the Division of Criminal Justice Services. 

Officers Szczesniak and Piedmonte held a Child Safety Seat Inspection at the Fire Hall on June 4th. 

Seats and supplies were paid for through a grant from the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee. 

 

14. WATER/WASTE WATER TREATMENT: 

Trustee LaGrou reported the contractor has installed the sewer lines behind the Main Street houses 

and should start grading and top soil and seed this week; the men tested waters line and helped with 

sampling on the new water lines on Court and Wadsworth Street; and spot flushed a few hydrants 

around the Village. The crew started reading water meters on the 1
st
 and has cleaned the waste tank at 

the water treatment plant. The plan was to begin cleaning raw well Tuesday or Wednesday. Routine 

sampling (water & wastewater) plus lead & copper sampling were done this year. There is more but it is 

just routine stuff. 

Trustee LaGrou asked the results of the 2012 pick-up truck bid for the Water Plant. Senior Plant 

Operator S. McTarnaghan recommended accepting the low bid from Sun Chevrolet in the amount of 

$27, 978.00.  Trustee LaGrou moved the Board accept the Sun Chevrolet bid for a 2012 ¾-ton pickup 

truck per the specifications sheet sent out with the bid in the amount of $27,978.00. Trustee Brennan 

seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion carried. 

 

15. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 

Trustee Duff reported crews have been painting crosswalks, parking stalls, and stop lines. South side 

of Main Street and Center Street was not done because of these streets are to be sealed. These will be 

painted when the sealing is completed. Crews have been patching streets and patching our parking lots. 

Wadsworth Street utilities should be completed this week and tied in, and the road and curbing will be 

removed and the box out of the road will start. New concrete curb and asphalt will be next. Back lot 

sewer of Main Street to Wadsworth Street is 80% completed.  Highland Park trail is coming along well, 

the part around the ball fields is completed, and the area coming off Highland Road to the tennis courts 

is now in construction. 4,350’ of trail was built in the Park. Lefrois has completed some extra storm tile 

work in the park. Festival seemed to go very well; Dick Gallivan does a great job. Outfield temporary 

fence and T-Ball back stop fence has been removed. Summer recreation is now in the Park, seems to be 

going well. Crew’s roadside mow, mow Riverside Park, perimeter sewer R.O.W. mow, and weed trim 

in between tasks. The Crew trimmed the trees on Ryan and Veteran. The Crew attended a safety 

meeting at the College about using the man lift; about 15 people were at the mandatory meeting.  

Bushes were trimmed at the island of Reservoir Road, and the Fire Hall. 
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Superintendent Frazier would like to hire a high school student to work a few weeks this summer 

doing tree trimming, mowing, and so forth at the parks for $10.00 per hour from the parks and recreation 

fund. It was noted if the fund has the monies available; it would be cheaper than hiring another part-time 

adult at the higher wage. D. Rumfola only does mowing; part time staff is limited to twenty hours per 

week. It was the consensus that the Board defer further part-time hiring, in light of the slow-down in 

mowing activities, and in light of economic constraints. 

 

16. CODE REVISION: 

Trustee Brennan said the committee has devoted considerable time to revising the zoning section, 

the signage section in particular needed extensive review. The main area of focus is the LCD-LED 

lighting section. It is being reviewed with NYCOM code recommendations. It is anticipated only one 

more meeting will be necessary before the revision is ready for the Village Board to review. 

 

17. MISCELLANEOUS: 

Trustee Duff has received several complaints about the north end of Second Street involving 

excessive noise. She also received a complaint about the sandwich board sign in a parking space on 

Main Street during the Festival.  

 The Farmer’s Market would like to see some of the Main Street food establishments selling food 

made from locally grown producers (preferably the market’s vendors) during the Market hours. The 

hope is that people would stay and listen to the free music provided by volunteer musicians. There was 

some discussion as to whether local eating establishments would be willing to do this. It was noted the 

Market does bring more business to Main Street and is growing each week. Mayor Hatheway suggested 

signs be placed at the Market letting people know it is a “smoke free zone” and is functioning as an 

interim park. 

 

18. SPORTS: 

Trustee LaGrou noted the baseball season is wrapping up and was a success. The Concession Stand 

people have worried about the new traffic flow pattern, as they have not had the usual sales. It would be 

advisable to put up a chain across the walking trail during games as there were a few people using the 

trail during games and balls do occasionally get hit in that direction. He is concerned about possible 

injuries occurring. There are no games scheduled for that field for the rest of this season but it is 

something that should be looked into before next year. 

 

19. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 Trustee LaGrou moved to enter into executive session to discuss personnel matters. Trustee 

Brennan seconded the motion. All were in favor. Trustee Duff moved to come out of Executive Session 

at 6:45; Trustee Brennan seconded the motion. All were in favor. It was noted personnel issues were 

discussed and no action was taken. 

 

20.  MEETING CLOSED: 

 With no further discussion, Trustee Duff moved to close the meeting at 6:47 pm. Trustee 

Brennan seconded the motion. The vote was as follows: Mayor Hatheway- aye; Trustee Brennan-aye; 

Trustee Duff – aye; and Trustee LaGrou-aye. The motion passed and the meeting adjourned. 

 

          Debra Lund 

          Secretary Pro Tem 

 

  

 

 

 


