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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      June 20, 2011 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES        

 

PRESENT: 

 Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor   Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk/Treasurer  

 Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee   David Woods, Planning Board member 

Margaret Duff, Trustee   

       

PUBLIC PRESENT: 

 Howard Appell  

 

1.MEETING OPENED:    

 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM. The minutes of the June 13, 2011 regular 

meeting were reviewed.  Trustee Brennan moved to approve the minutes as presented with second 

from Trustee Duff.  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, and Mayor 

Hatheway-Aye. 

  

2. MARK PRITCHARD – SUMMER FESTIVAL PARKING: 

 Mark came before the Board with a proposal to purchase four of the seven parking spots in 

front of Swain Sports during the Summer Festival days.  He is willing to pay $8 per spot per day, well 

above the amount that could be earned in the parking meter for that time period.  The reasoning behind 

the proposal is to free up the sidewalk space in front of the store for strollers and pedestrians by 

placing clothing racks in the street.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Hatheway stated that it appears after 

the discussion that there isn’t a whole lot of support for the idea.  In front of one store might be okay, 

but if a precedent were to be set, it would need to be carried out all up and down the street.  Mark 

thanked the Board for the consideration of the proposal. 

 

3. II PROJECT UPDATE: 

 Schedule change:  The contractor has run into bedrock while working on Wadsworth Street 

and that will slow the project down somewhat, Mayor Hatheway reported. They will finish Wadsworth 

Street by the time allotted but not the work on University Drive. That work will still be going on when 

SUNY students return.  SUNY Facilities Director George Stooks is in the loop, as is Dean O’Keefe as 

the permit parking on University will be affected.  A schedule has been worked out as to when the 

water lines will be hooked up and a general work order timeline has been revised as well.  Final punch 

lists and project completion is still expected for October.  

 Storm line:  A change order was needed for additional storm sewer work on Court Street, 

Mayor Hatheway added.   Some of the sewer line will need total replacement and there will be 

additional engineering needed for that work.   

 Easements:  Attorney Reynolds is continuing work on some the easement formats.  Some of 

them left off signature lines, etc. and will need a little revision and perhaps re-signing. 

  

4. SUMMER RECREATION PLANS: 

Mayor Hatheway reported that a press release had been sent to the newspaper with regard to 

charging fees for summer recreation.   However, it was never published. That notice will run this week 

explaining the reason for the fees and that the Village Board instituted them due to loss of state 

funding, not the YMCA.  Copies of the press release will be available at the front counter. 

Registration times are scheduled for last Saturday, this evening, and again on Thursday 

evening, June 23. 
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5. TOWN ITEMS: 

  Sewer agreement: The agreement with the Town has been updated with a current term (2011-

2015) and with all other terms and conditions remaining the same.  The prior agreement began in 2006 

and expired on December 31, 2010.  The Village will continue to grant to the Town Sewer District No. 

1 the right to connect to the Village sanitary sewer system.  The Sewer District agrees to notify the 

Village whenever maintenance, repair or construction occurs and whenever a blockage or overflow 

occurs and advise the Village as to action being taken and the status of such action.  Billing for the 

service shall be at an initial rate of 1.5 times the rate in the Village.  Any rate changes made by the 

Village shall be on notice to the Sewer District and will take place at times when the Village sewer 

rates are adjusted, and shall be in the same dollar amounts as any increase in the Village sewer rates.  

Mayor Hatheway explained that the Town rate will always be higher than the Village rate, but not 1.5 

times higher.  After discussion Trustee Brennan moved to approve the renewal contract with the Town 

of Geneseo for Sewer District No. 1 services commencing as of today and continuing through 

December 31, 2015.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-

Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  

 Dog control: The Town recently adopted a dog control law for the Town outside the Village 

and now must deal with the logistics of enforcing it.  They have inquired about Dean O’Keefe serving 

as their Dog Control Officer, but need to contract with the Village for those services (mileage, shelter 

and associated care) since the Village has a shelter on Riverside Drive.  Mayor Hatheway added that it 

might amount to a few dogs a year.  The Board agreed it would be a great way to cooperate and share 

services.  Dick will draft an agreement for the Board and the Town Board’s consideration. 

 

6. FARMER’S MARKET: 

  Everything seems to be a go for the market that will start this Thursday at 4PM, Mayor 

Hatheway stated.  It seems like there is a lot of interest and anticipation for the market to begin.  

 

7. REQUESTS: 

 Garden Club: The Garden Club would like permission to use the log cabin Monday mornings 

from mid-August through mid-October for making and storing dried flower arrangements.  The use of 

the cabin will be shared during the concert season.  The Board was supportive. 

 Concert series request: Recycling of cans and bottles was discussed and ways to get that 

accomplished during the concerts. Parking on the grass was also discussed.  Having food at the concert 

was successful (by a local vendor) and it looks like that is a good idea.  Approximately 350 people 

attended the concert last Friday night. 

 Kiwanis: Kiwanis would like permission to have their annual car show on the Sunday of 

festival weekend (July 10) in the area west of the log cabin.  The Board was supportive.   

  

8. MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 

 An invoice has been received from Livingston County for the Worker’s Compensation Self-

Insurance fund.  The cost for 2011 will be $31,445 which is $528 less than last year.   

 Charlie Parent was applauded in a recent Brighter Side article in the Genesee Valley 

Pennysaver.  The article read:   Charlie Parent is everywhere!  You’ll see him meticulously mowing 

and trimming at St. Mary’s Cemetery, planting flowers on Main Street, helping out at the highway 

department, anonymously mowing widow’s lawns and plowing their driveways, responding to fires and 

accidents, painting the columns in front of the Village offices, and stopping to chat with everyone.  He 

stopped to talk with me and my grandkids the other day and when he left my 5 year old granddaughter 

summed up Charlie perfectly:  “Charlie is a kind man who does good deeds.”  Hats off to Charlie! 
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 Mayor Hatheway wrote to MRB’s Ryan Colvin about shopping our electricity service.  He 

responded and said there are energy supply alternatives.  About 15% of the expenses are at the water 

plant, 5% at the sewer plant plus about $95,000 in street lighting each fiscal year.  MRB supplied 

information for preliminary review of the utility service. 

 Mayor Hatheway will again conduct five tours of the Village for the parents of incoming 

freshmen this summer.   Trustee Brennan asked everyone to fill out the tourism survey found at 

geneseony.com. 

 Highland Park grant administrator Bill Reemtsen wrote to say that Karen Ferguson will be 

resubmitting the entire clear title package to the Attorney General’s office.  Hopefully this will speed 

up the process of reimbursement, which has been stalled pending the review of clear title of the park 

property that has been in Village hands since the early 1900’s.  Mayor Hatheway commented that the 

property around the park has probably changed hands many times during the time that the Village has 

owned the park itself. 

 

9. PUBLIC SAFETY: 

 Trustee Brennan had nothing more to report for Chief Osganian other than what was included 

in the Board member folders. 

 Trustee Brennan moved to approve the following new members and resignations from the Fire 

Department:  New Member: William McLean, Resignations:  Nicole Vissichelli, Gregory Totero, 

Hannah Dodge, Matthew Stryker, and Megan Cosgrove.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and all 

were in favor. 

  

10. PUBLIC WORKS: 

 Trustee Duff reported the following items for Supt. Frazier: 

1. A new “no smoking” sign has been installed at the Park Street entrance to the Village Park 

2. Crew has been patching streets to ready them for Micro-paving this year. The streets slated for 

that work are the south end of Main St, and Center Street. Jacqueline Way and Valley View 

will be oil and stoned. Bank St and Groveland Rd will be crack-filled only. 

3. The Highland Park practice wall is completed. The walking trail is continuing around the Park. 

The topsoil and seeding of the grass is starting to come in. 

4. A hydrant was replaced on Reservoir Road, and a curb stop on North Street. 

5. Two catch basins in Valley View were rebuilt, also one near the Fire Hall. 

6. We have been repairing services on Wadsworth St when contractors cross them. Steve and I 

spend a lot of time on site and attend meetings on every other Tuesday. Project is going well. 

Wadsworth St will be completed first before they continue up University before the College 

kids come back. MRB is working on design of the new storm sewer for Court St, which would 

be an extra to the contract. 

7. Flowers are coming well on Main Street. 

8. Water main break on Cavalry Road two weeks ago at 6pm, crews came back in and repaired. 

9. Water service break on Bank Street that crew repaired. 

10. The new Ferris 61’ zero-turn mower arrived. 

Mayor Hatheway added that there will be a grievance hearing at the next Board meeting on July 11 

(5PM) with Jeff Drain and his Union Representative.  That meeting will be held in executive session. 

 Clerk Merrick reported the following items for Supt. McTarnaghan:  the crew has been doing 

routine maintenance including patching the sludge drying beds with blacktop material and water meter 

repairs.  Several tree removals have been done at the water plant and one at the wastewater treatment 

plant.  The crew has been helping Supt. Frazier with traffic control for the project at 

University/Wadsworth/Court as well as helping the contractor.   Babcock tied the new 12” water main 
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into the Village system today.  With any luck they should be running new water services to the houses 

next week.   The water will be shut off on Court Street on June 29
th

 for 3.5 hours to replace a hydrant 

and replace a bypass in the regulator vault.  The work will begin at 4:30AM that day.  The water 

department is collecting lead and copper water samples that` are due every five years.   

 

11. TRUSTEES: 

 Trustee Brennan: Sandy noted that grass is not being mowed in a timely fashion at some of the 

larger lots.  The Code Office is giving out notices of this lack of property maintenance and the notices 

are proving useful in getting the job done.   

 The zoning committee is working well, Trustee Brennan reported, but it is taking time.  Some 

of the changes would involve the bulk and use tables and will involve changing the Code with regard 

to some special uses as well.  Discussion followed with regard to a possible moratorium while the 

changes are being developed.  The timeframe and process for that was discussed.   

 The Board members present also discussed the issue of allowing single family only residences 

in the R-2 district.  This is a topic once again before the Planning Board this week.  Owners of a 

residence on Wadsworth Street would like to convert it to a two-family home with a special use permit 

(currently permitted in the Code) prior to selling the property.  The consensus of the Board was to 

write a letter to the Planning Board expressing the feeling of the Board that granting the special use 

permit for the two-family residence would not be a permitted use in that district.  

 Trustee Duff: Margaret continues to receive negative comments about the Memorial Day 

parade route this year and she has been assured by the Veterans that the choice is theirs in how to 

conduct the parade that day.  

 Trustee Duff has talked to Supt Frazier about the condition of the municipal lot.  Jason assured 

her that the lot is on the list of things to work on, but will need storm sewer work around the perimeter 

before any resurfacing can commence. 

 Mayor Hatheway will be meeting with Supervisor Wadsworth and County Administrator Ian 

Coyle about Millennium Drive on Wednesday afternoon.  There had been discussion with former 

County Administrator Nick Mazza years ago that Millennium would eventually connect with Ryan 

Drive.  In order to do that, it would have to cross County property and perhaps that concept will enter 

into the discussion. 

 

12. CLERK/TREASURER:      

              Clerk Merrick reported that she has received notification of an application to the State Liquor 

Authority for a license to sell alcohol at 137 Center Street, the Village Tavern.  The applicants name as 

it appears on the application is Vattimo Supremo LLC (Rick Vattimo).       

             Following review by Trustee LaGrou, voucher numbers 001-101 (for general, water, and sewer 

funds) were presented for approval. After discussion, Trustee Brennan moved and Trustee Duff 

seconded the motion to approve general fund vouchers in the amount of $198,931.97. The vote was as 

follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.    

After discussion Trustee Duff moved and Trustee Brennan seconded the motion to approve 

water fund vouchers in the amount of $73,639.94.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, 

Trustee Duff-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.     

 After discussion, Trustee Duff moved and Trustee Brennan seconded the motion to approve 

sewer fund vouchers in the amount of $49,535.85.  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, 

Trustee Duff-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 

After discussion Trustee Brennan moved to approve Highland Park Project vouchers in the 

amount of $5,940.14.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and all were in favor.   
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After discussion, Trustee Brennan moved to approve Infrastructure Improvements Project 

vouchers in the amount of $128,215.51.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

 

13. MEETING CLOSE:  

 With no further business to discuss, Trustee Brennan moved and Trustee Duff seconded the 

motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, and Mayor 

Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 6:43PM. 

 

     Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


