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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      May 2, 2011 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 

Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor  Marsha B. Merrick, Clerk/Treasurer 
John Fox, Jr., Deputy Mayor  Andrew Chanler, Fire Chief 
Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee  Frank Manzo, 1st Assistant Chief 
Margaret Duff, Trustee   
Thomas J. LaGrou, Trustee 

      
PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Howard Appell  Dennis Neenan (Teresa House) Josh Williams 
  
1.  MEETING OPENED:  
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM.   
 
2.  TERESA HOUSE – DENNIS NEENAN: 

President of the Board of Directors Dennis Neenan came before the board to ask them to 
consider improvements to Teresa House that have been planned.  There are a couple of small projects 
that won’t be visible: 1) remove several small partitions in the basement and add additional shelving 
and new lighting; 2) improve  the garage, where TH would like to store additional items and install 
shelving to facilitate that.  Mayor Hatheway stated that he would check to see just who uses the garage 
and what Village items are stored there.   
 A large tree was lost that shaded a portion of the back porch, Mr. Neenan continued.  Large 
umbrellas were used last year, but TH would like to install a pergola over one small section of the 
deck. A sketch was provided to the Board members.  They plan to plant trumpet vine or wisteria to 
grow on the pergola to provide shade and there would also be hanging plants from the structure.  For 
this summer, temporary black netting will be attached to provide shade.  The entire deck is made from 
treated lumber; however they would like to do the pergola in cedar or another material.  They would 
also like to add some wrought iron balusters to stabilize and improve the appearance of the 235 lineal 
feet of railing.   

As for a building permit for the pergola, the Code Office advised that it would simply be 
modification of an existing structure.  The Village Board would apply for the building permit to 
modify the deck.  The Board was supportive of the plans and encouraged President Neenan to proceed 
and submit the building permit application.  Trustee LaGrou moved to approve the plans that Teresa 
house has submitted for the addition of the pergola to the deck.  Trustee Brennan seconded the motion 
and the vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, 
Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 
 President Neenan thanked the Board for all of their support and handed out brochures for 
volunteer recruitment.  He stated that the House has fewer volunteers during the summer.  Trustee 
LaGrou volunteered his time for any electrical work that needs to be done.  Dennis stated earlier in the 
presentation that Teresa House is always changing in personnel, volunteers and in the facility itself.   
  
3.  GENESEO FIRE DEPARTMENT-ANNUAL REPORT & INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS: 
 Chief Chanler came before the Board to present the annual report for the year running April 1, 
2010 to March 31, 2011.  Overall there were 267 fire calls and 1,639 ambulance calls.  Fire calls were 
up just a couple, but ambulance calls increased by 85 over last year.  Man-hours total 35,000 for the 
year not including management hours but included are on-scene hours, on call hours, and standby 
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hours.  There are 110 fire and ambulance volunteers currently (1/3 of them are full time SUNY 
students).  It takes six months to a year to get a member fully functioning with training etc.  Andrew 
reminded the board that the crew is still 100% volunteer with no paid staff.  Most of the neighboring 
departments are paying personnel for some of their calls.  New members are reminded that the 
Geneseo FD is a combined department providing both fire and ambulance services.  Many departments 
try to model the combined service.  It is difficult to combine the two departments, but the benefits are 
tremendous.  There is strength in numbers, Andrew stated. 
 Specifics are included in the full-length report given to Mayor Hatheway.  Call numbers for the 
Town/Village and mutual aid are given and photographs of specific calls are also provided.  The 
majority of calls are motor vehicle related (approximately 40% of ambulance calls).  May is the busiest 
month followed by December and the busiest time of day is between 11AM and 5PM.   

First Assistant Chief Manzo added that the EMS staff is highly skilled and trained, and 
probably the best in the County.  Mayor Hatheway delivered the oath of office to Officers Chanler and 
Manzo.  Second assistant chief Robert Lennington was unable to attend this evening.  Karen Dewar 
has been re-appointed to the ambulance captain’s position.   

The board expressed their gratitude to Andrew and Frank for their service and thanked them for 
the report.   
 
4.  GENESEO BUILDING PROPOSAL:   
 To address concerns raised at the last meeting on Clark Patterson Lee’s professional services 
proposal, Mayor Hatheway emailed a context summary of fees that the Village has paid in the past for 
such professional services.  He included engineering costs for various projects over the years and 
displayed the voluminous documents that must be prepared before project bidding can commence.  
Discussion followed.  Clark Patterson Senior VP Rick Henry would very much like to meet with a 
couple of board members to discuss the proposal further.  Deputy Mayor Fox suggested the Town and 
Village boards meet and discuss the proposal together.  Trustee Brennan added that the Board seems to 
be in favor of making improvements to the inside of the building and added that Jon Norris is well 
known as an historic architect.  It was eventually agreed that Mayor Hatheway will get in contact with 
Rick Henry to set up a meeting with a couple of Board members, and will also invite a couple of 
members of the Town Board to attend.   
 
5.  NOISE PERMIT APPLICATION PROCEDURE:   
  A draft procedure was compiled stating the following:   

1) There must be at least two weeks between the date of the application and the event date.  In 
other words, minimum  two weeks notice. 

2) The applicant must obtain a letter of approval from the property owner and attach that to 
the application. 

3) The application "package" is then handed to the Police Department.  
4) After the PD review process and recommendation, the Village Board considers the request 

at their next meeting. 
Discussion followed and Trustee Brennan stated that new wording could be added to the Village Code 
to incorporate any changes made.  Deputy Mayor Fox suggested that the advance notice of the event be 
extended to three weeks.  The application will be modified and a draft will be presented for final 
approval.   
 
6.  ESTABLISHMENT OF FEES: 
 Following discussion, Deputy Mayor Fox moved to establish a fee for reservation of Highland 
Park facilities (pavilions) effective June 1 for any new reservations (reservations already on the books 
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would be exempt).  Trustee Brennan seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-
Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 
 Following discussion, Deputy Mayor Fox moved to establish a fee for summer recreation 
participants for 2011 due to the lack of State funding.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion. The vote 
was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye, and Trustee Duff-Nay. 
 Following discussion, Deputy Mayor Fox moved to institute a fee for police security during 
fundraising events. Trustee Brennan seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  Trustee 
Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye. 
 With regard to the idea of establishing a fee for submission to the Planning Board, the concept 
makes sense but implementation might be difficult, Mayor Hatheway stated.  He will talk with MRB to 
see if other municipalities are doing that sort of thing; Trustee Brennan suggesting talking to Andy 
Raus also. 
 Following discussion, Trustee Brennan moved to institute a fee for banner display across Main 
Street with SUNY Geneseo being exempt due to the Village using their equipment to install and 
remove the banners. Trustee Duff seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-
Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 
 
7.  SETTING OF MISCELLANEOUS FEES: 
 With the establishment of new fees in place, Mayor Hatheway asked the Board to consider 
specific fees for the various items.   After discussion, fees were set at: 

• Dog seizure fee increased to $20 from $10 
• Dog boarding fee increased to $10 from $5/day 
• Police details:  $50 per hour for a minimum of two hours (new) 
• Summer recreation:  $10 per participant per week (new) 
• Depot key and use fee:  $30 from $25 with $5 key deposit fee to be refunded 
• Pavilion fees:  $25 per pavilion (new) 
• Public Hearing Publication fee for Planning & Zoning Boards: $75 from $50 
• Banner display fee: $50 (SUNY exempt) (new) 

Trustee Brennan moved to approve the fee schedule as stipulated and Deputy Mayor Fox seconded the 
motion.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, 
Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 
 
8.  COPS GRANT: 
 Mayor Hatheway asked the Board if further discussion was necessary about applying for a 
COPS grant.  Chief Osganian would be willing to invest the considerable time to put the application 
together in anticipation of the possible retirement of two officers who are approaching eligibility.  
Following discussion, the Board agreed to inform Chief Osganian that it does not support applying for 
a COPS grant at this time. 
    
9.  USE OF VILLAGE FACILITIES: 
 With regard to the use of Kelsey Field, several groups have asked to use the field this 
spring/summer and fall for soccer as well as a group wanting the field this past weekend for a Frisbee 
tournament (permission for that was denied based on the wet field conditions presently).  Trustee 
LaGrou and Clerk Merrick went through the list of groups who have asked to use the field for soccer.  
One group wants it every day all day long and on weekends.  Most of the other groups are pretty fair 
about sharing the use of the field; it has been the practice in the past to let Geneseo Central School 
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have first choice for field time, because GCS lets Village programs use their facilities. Athletic 
Director Craig Veley will be giving a schedule to Tom this week and then the rest of the group 
schedules can be worked out.  Kelsey Field is in high demand; however, there is room to play at 
Highland Park and hopefully groups will explore that option as well. 
 
10. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: 
 Mayor Hatheway attended a walking/biking symposium in Rochester last week.  One 
interesting fact mentioned was that 40% of all trips taken in the US are 2 miles or less equating to a 10 
minute bike ride or a 30 minute walk.  
 The official statement has been distributed to various potential bidders for the $2.6 million 
dollar borrowing for the II project and re-borrowing for the Highland Park project.  The Bond 
Anticipation Note sale will be held on May 13.   
 The informational meeting on the II Project will be held next Monday at 6PM in the Geneseo 
Building.  The DPW crew distributed notices to property owners in the area. 
 
11. PUBLIC SAFETY: 

There was no further report for the police department. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the following new members for the Fire Department and 
to accept the following resignation:  (New members):  Lloyd Butler, Rebecca May, Sarah Schaefer, 
Emily Olmstead, Kyle Blum, Annamarie Centorrino, Brian Alexander, Sean Loughlin, Maria Abaya, 
Megan Carey, and Daniel Beaudoin; (Resignation): Lindsay Jackson.  Trustee Brennan seconded the 
motion and all were in favor. 
  
12. PUBLIC WORKS: 
 The Town of York is considering replacing the transmission line into their meter pits in conjunction 
with the Village’s contiguous water main replacement project. Because York is the Village’s major 
customer, and because this replacement would upgrade the system and thereby benefit the Village, the 
proposal was that the Village would partner with York by supplying the pipe if York would provide 
the installation. The consensus of the Board was that this proposal makes sense, and that we should 
move forward.  
 
13. TRUSTEES: 
 Trustee Brennan:  The second meeting with code officers and reps from the Planning and 
Zoning boards on code refinements was held.  A draft will be coming forth in another six weeks.   
 Trustee Duff: nothing further. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox:  John was contacted last week by Dwight Folts who was going to take 
pictures at the Miles for Smiles event at Highland Park held yesterday.  In an effort to try to provide an 
Internet connection so that the pictures could be uploaded and ready for pickup at Wal-Mart that 
afternoon, John contacted Frontier Telephone and spoke with Rochester manager Bob Smith who had 
previously volunteered to provide that service, but it couldn’t happen that quickly.  Making an Internet 
connection at Teresa House for the event solved the immediate problem.  For the future Frontier is 
willing to provide a connection for up to five users beginning June 1, free of charge, for one year.  
They would like a plaque installed at Highland Park indicating that they are providing the service.   
 Insurance carrier for the Town of Groveland, Jan Rogers, has requested that the Town of 
Groveland be listed as additional insured on the Village insurance policy (in connection with the 
Groveland/Village ambulance contract) and that a certificate be issued stating that.  Groveland Town 
attorney Randy Meyer has been in conversation with Village insurance agent Andrew Chanler 
regarding this. 
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Trustee LaGrou:  Tom reported that opening day for Little League at Highland Park went well.  
However, due to safety concerns the walking trail close to the playing fields should be closed down 
during games.  Tom suggests that it be roped off in each direction during games in progress.  Another 
suggestion is to install adjustable shelves on the walls inside the restrooms/concession stand building.   
 
14. CLERK/TREASURER: 
 The Board discussed a date and time for the end of year fiscal meeting to pay bills and finish up 
any other items necessary for year-end.  The date and time decided was May 25 at 5:30PM.   
  
15. PERSONNEL ISSUES/NEGOTIATIONS: 

Trustee Brennan moved to enter into executive session to discuss negotiations with the DPW 
and Police unions.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and following a unanimous vote the session 
began at 7:13PM. 
 Trustee LaGrou moved to come out of executive session at 7:44PM.  Trustee Brennan 
seconded the motion and all were in favor.  No formal action was taken during the session. 
 
16. MEETING CLOSE: 
 With no further business to discuss, Trustee LaGrou moved and Trustee Brennan seconded the 
motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee 
LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 7:45PM. 
 

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


