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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      April 4, 2011 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 

Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor  Marsha B. Merrick, Clerk/Treasurer 
Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee  Eric Osganian, Police Chief 
Margaret E. Duff, Trustee  Jason Frazier, Street Supt. 
John Fox Jr., Deputy Mayor  Steve McTarnaghan, Water/Wastewater 
Thomas J. LaGrou, Trustee  David W. Parish, Village/Town Historian  
 

PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Howard Appell Josh Williams 
  
1.  MEETING OPENED: 

Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 4:30 PM. Deputy Mayor Fox moved to enter into 
executive session to discuss DPW and Police union negotiations with Attorney Lippitt.  Trustee Duff 
seconded the motion and following a unanimous vote the session began at 4:30PM. 
 Trustee Brennan moved to come out of executive session at 5:00PM.  Trustee Duff seconded 
the motion and all were in favor.  No formal action was taken during the session. 

The minutes of the March 21, 2011 meeting were reviewed.  Trustee Brennan moved and 
Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion to adopt the minutes as presented.  The vote was as follows:  
Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye. The motion passed.   

 
2.  DAVID W. PARISH, VILLAGE/TOWN HISTORIAN:   

David thanked the Board for allowing him time on the agenda and shared a historical fact 
from1885 about a company that thought they might get rich quick by drilling for oil behind Main and 
Center Streets.  Needless to say, it was a “pipe” dream and never materialized.    

David briefly outlined his annual report after distributing it to the Board members.  He has 
helped between 850 and 900 patrons this past year, which is in keeping with prior years.  David also 
distributed his Bear Facts leaflet that is updated periodically, and a booklet entitled Geneseo’s Civil 
War: Sesquicentennial Tribute. In the booklet, David tells about 27 Geneseo boys and men who gave 
their lives in the Civil War.  A Central School presentation is planned as well.   
 David’s next book, Horatio Jones, Pride of the Genesee is still in progress. It started out as a 
nice little Indian story about how Horatio was captured, but now has evolved into a history on 
Horatio’s entire life and contributions to history in our area from 1763-1836.   
 Goals included in the 2010 listing as well as for 2011 include continued thoughts related to a 
state-of-the-art office in the renovated Village Building. 
 The Lower Court Street Commemoration Committee wishes to have some historic 
remembrance of the area as an Italian American community.  During the latest meeting they discussed 
several projects aimed at continuing the heritage of the families that lived in that area of the 
town/village.   
 The Board thanked Historian Parish for his items and his service to the Village. 
 
3.  ORGANIZATIONAL ITEMS:   

A.  Mayor Hatheway asked Deputy Mayor Fox to continue on in that capacity and he 
responded that he would. 
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B.  Mayor Hatheway submitted the name of Matthew Griffo for re-appointment to the Planning 
Board for a five-year term expiring in 2016.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved approval with second from 
Trustee Duff. The motion carried unanimously. 

C.  Mayor Hatheway submitted the name of Carolyn Meisel for re-appointment to another five-
year term on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Trustee Brennan moved approval and Trustee Duff 
seconded the motion. It passed unanimously.  

D.  Mayor Hatheway suggested adopting Robert’s Rules of Order to conduct Village Board 
meetings.  Deputy Fox so moved with second from Trustee Brennan and the vote was unanimously in 
favor. 

E.  Mayor Hatheway suggested holding official Village Board meetings on the first and third 
Monday of each month at 5:00PM.  Trustee Brennan so moved with second from Trustee LaGrou and 
the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Hatheway suggested scheduling the next Village 
organizational meeting on Monday, April 2, 2012.  Trustee Duff so moved with second from Trustee 
Brennan.  The motion carried unanimously. 

F.  Mayor Hatheway asked the Board to consider continuing with the Livingston County News 
as the official newspaper.  Trustee Duff so moved with second from Trustee Brennan. The motion 
carried unanimously.   

G.  Mayor Hatheway suggested that the standard workday for Village employees would be 
eight hours, for retirement reporting purposes.  Trustee Brennan so moved with second from Trustee 
LaGrou.  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, 
Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed. 

H.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved the following regarding advance payment of claims, per Village 
Law #5-524(6): 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has determined to authorize payment in advance of audit of 
claims for public utility services, postage, freight and express charges, seminar fees, and any other time 
sensitive items and,  

WHEREAS, all such claims shall be presented at the next regular Board meeting for audit, and  
WHEREAS, the claimant and officer incurring or approving the same shall be jointly and 

severally liable for any amount disallowed by the Board of Trustees,  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
Section 1.  That the Board of Trustees authorizes payment in advance of audit of claims for 

public utility services, postage, freight and express charges, seminar fees, and any other time sensitive 
items, and all such claims shall be presented at the next regular meeting for audit and the claimant and 
officer incurring or approving the same shall be jointly and severally liable for any amount disallowed 
by the Board of Trustees. 

Section 2.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
Trustee Brennan seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee 

Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion 
passed. 

I.  Trustee Brennan moved and Deputy Mayor Fox seconded the motion to adopt the following 
pertaining to mileage reimbursement: 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has determined to pay a fixed rate for mileage as 
reimbursement to officers and employees of the Village who use their personal vehicles while 
performing official duties on behalf of the Village: 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
Section 1.  The Board of Trustees shall approve reimbursement to such officers and employees 

at the Federal rate according to IRS ruling. 
Section 2.  This resolution shall take effect immediately.   
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The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, 
Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed. 

J.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved to designate the following banks as depositories for the Village:  
Key Bank of New York, HSBC Bank, Five Star Bank, Bank of Castile and Steuben Trust Company.  
Trustee Brennan seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-
Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed.  

K.  Trustee Brennan moved and Trustee Duff seconded the motion to designate Frontier 
Telephone of Rochester, Inc. as provider of exclusive pay telephone service including providing for a 
long distance carrier for pay phone service in the Village (pay phones located at 82 Main Street, 110 
Main Street and 19 Highland Road).  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-
Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed. 

L.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved that the expenses of Village administration and the Village 
Clerk’s office be allocated by the formula 33 1/3% from the General Fund, 33 1/3% from the Water 
Fund, and 33 1/3% from the Sewer Fund.  Trustee Brennan seconded.  The vote was as follows: 
Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed. 

M.  Trustee Brennan moved and Deputy Mayor Fox seconded that the Village Supt. of Streets 
salary shall be allocated by the formula 60% from the General Fund; 20% from the Water Fund; and 
20% from the Sewer Fund.  The vote was as follows: Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy 
Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed. 

N.  Trustee Duff moved and Trustee Brennan seconded that the Motor Equipment 
Operator/Mechanic position salary shall be allocated at the formula: 33 1/3% from the General Fund, 
33 1/3% from the Water Fund, and 33 1/3% from the Sewer Fund.  The vote was as follows: Trustee 
Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed. 
 The Board reviewed the procurement and investment policies; Deputy Mayor Fox moved 
acceptance of those policies and Trustee Duff seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee 
Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye. 
  
4.  STATE BUDGET: 
 Mayor Hatheway has been in contact with Youth Bureau director Keith Mitchell and he will let 
us know when they find out how much money will or won’t be allocated in the State budget for the 
recreation program. 
 In terms of the program, YMCA program director Erik Fix responded with a proposal that 1) 
we not increase the timeframe of the program from 4 to 6 hours because of the uncertainty with State 
funds and the need for a longer planning process. 2) recommend that we charge $10 per student per 
week and look at expansion of the program next year.  Discussion of scholarships and funding for the 
program followed. 
 
5.  UPDATES ON: 

 II Project: A pre-construction meeting is scheduled for next Tuesday at 9AM here at the 
Geneseo Building to meet with the engineers, representatives of Babcock Enterprises, George 
Stooks from the College and Village departments. One easement has been returned so far. 
 Highland Park:  Mayor Hatheway reported that he had a call today from someone saying how 

great the walking trail is.  The project is coming along and nearing completion.  Hopefully 
some of the funding will be coming soon from the State. 
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 Geneseo Building:  Mayor Hatheway talked to Jon Norris today and he is putting together a 
revised proposal that will include preparation of bid documents for the project. Clark-Patterson 
will be invited to our next meeting. 

 
Trustee LaGrou left the meeting at 6:30PM. 
 
 Main Street Grant: The grant application process is progressing.  Thoma consultant Rich 

Cunningham had some questions and has been researching stamped concrete, planters and 
streetlights with a cap of $45,000 for the streetscape portion of the grant program. 

 
6.  ASSOCIATION MEETING: 
  The next meeting will be on April 13 at the Big Tree Inn, hosted by the Village of Geneseo. 
 
7.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE:  
  Cell phones:  Deputy Mayor Fox has been looking at re-organizing the cell phone plans used by 
Village employees.  The Town has put forth a plan for Code Officer O’Keefe’s cell phone.   
 
8.  PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 Chief Osganian submitted his monthly report to the Board members. 
 The New York State Association of Police Chiefs certified Chief Osganian and the GPD in a 
special sex offender management program.  The certification recognizes that the Geneseo Police 
Department is employing proactive and sound practices in managing sex offenders in their community.  
Congratulations to Eric and the department for that certification.  Geneseo Police Department joins the 
ranks of 31 other agencies throughout New York State that have been certified. 
 Quality of life issues increased to 18 this past weekend, Trustee Brennan reported.  The nicer 
spring weather contributes to that activity. 
 Fire Department:  Deputy Mayor Fox reminded everyone of the open house from 11AM to 
2PM on Saturday, April 9.  Tomorrow night the FD will hold their annual elections and there will be 
some changes.  In addition< Deputy Mayor Fox reported that there was a concert on campus that 
resulted in the need for seven agencies to respond to emergency medical calls.  John attended a 
Campus Coalition meeting today and the incidents were discussed. It was a student-supported concert 
that ran from 6:30 to 11:30PM and drew approximately 2,700 attendees.  In that time span, 21 people 
needed assistance and 10 were transported to hospitals.  John further reported that the College is 
planning to hire an alcohol and other drug coordinator. The Coalition continues to discuss this issue 
and ways to improve the situation. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox reported that construction workers for RG&E would be parking behind the 
fire hall as they work on a gas line on Center Street. 
 
9.  PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Trustee Duff reported the following items from Supt. Frazier: 

1. Rubbish day is today and usually takes two days to complete. 
2. The area around the new concession stand has been framed and prepared for a concrete 

sidewalk; it will be 10’ out from the building and include an approach to the sidewalk from the 
pavilion. 

3. The crew finished stump grinding last week; however, topsoil will still be needed in some 
areas. 

4. Four picnic tables, four trashcans, and three grills have been ordered for the new pavilion. 
Some tables from the existing pavilion will be taken over to the new one also. 
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5. A water line repair was performed on Riverside Dr., and one on Groveland Rd. A curb stop 
replacement took place on Groveland Road as well. 

6. Terry Tree removed all of the grindings in our brush area to make room for this year’s 
accumulation.  

7. Crews plowed snow all day March 23rd and also came in at 6PM and plowed again. 
8. Contractor Marianacci has been told that the concession building must be done by next 

weekend. 
9. Highland Park spring clean up is going on when weather permits. 
10. The overflow parking at Highland Park will not be ready by the time Little League season 

begins.  Parking will be a challenge in the beginning of the season. 
Clerk Merrick read items from Supt. McTarnaghan’s report:  the crew is working on the new 

chemical transfer pump as well as the feed lines, air lines and electrical service.  Meter reading for the 
May billing is taking place.  Steve has handed all but one of the easement paperwork out.  Spring yard 
cleanup at both plants is taking place.  Crews worked together on the water break on Riverside Drive 
and the waste tank and the raw well is being cleaned at the water treatment plant. 
 
10. TRUSTEES: 
 Trustee Brennan:  Sandy mentioned an upcoming conference for municipal officials on April 
27. 
 Trustee Duff:  Margaret received an email from Cate Concannon regarding the farmer’s market 
and some issues that need to be worked out.  Margaret will set up a meeting with Dave Matthews, 
Chiefs Chanler and Osganian and Supt. Frazier to discuss various items.  The good news is that the 
committee has received three applications for vendors thus far.   

Margaret also mentioned that she has had one volunteer who has stepped up to help when the 
discussion of the dog park in Highland Park takes place. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox:  nothing further. 
 
11. CLERK/TREASURER: 
 The new cleaning service started this weekend.  Charlie Parent is installing a mop sink in the 
back hallway as requested by ServiceMaster.   
 
12. MEETING CLOSE: 
 With no further business to discuss, Deputy Mayor Fox moved and Trustee Duff              
seconded the motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, 
Trustee Brennan-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 
7:13 PM. 
 

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


