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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      March 7, 2011 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 

Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor  Marsha B. Merrick, Clerk/Treasurer 
John Fox, Jr., Deputy Mayor 
Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee   
Thomas J. LaGrou, Trustee 

      
PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Josh Williams 
  
1.  MEETING OPENED:  
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM.  The minutes of the February 22, 2011 
regular meeting were reviewed. Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the minutes as presented with 
second from Trustee LaGrou.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-
Aye, Mayor Hatheway-Aye, and Trustee Brennan-Abstain. 
  
2.  II PROJECT UPDATE: 
 The pre-bid meeting was held on February 25, Mayor Hatheway reported, and there were six or 
seven contractors present.  MRB engineer for the project, Pat Nicoletta, fielded a lot of questions that 
indicated the participants thoroughly reviewed the bid documents. The bids are due on March 9th and 
hopefully the Board can act on them at the next meeting. 

As of last Friday, the 4th, Attorney Reynolds had not yet received the easements. 
 
3.  HIGHLAND PARK UPDATE:   
 The contractor working on the restroom/concession building, FJM has not shown up at the job 
site for a period of time.  Pat Nicoletta has imposed a timeline for that work to be completed and has 
put the contractor on notice that he is not complying with the terms of the agreement. 
 Grant Administrator Bill Reemtsen has provided a breakdown of the project finances.  The 
State grant was for $728,000, to be split on a 50/50 basis with the Village that includes the property 
purchases.  So far, the Village share includes approximately $70,000 for labor and equipment and 
$124,000 for the DPW property.  Mr. Reemtsen has done a great job acting as an intermediary between 
the State and the Village and administering the entire project.   
  
4.  GENESEO BUILDING: 

• Repair projects – Mayor Hatheway stated that he took it upon himself to contact Clark 
Patterson Architect Jon Norris who has done extensive work on the building in the past.  He 
asked him what projects the Village might undertake to protect/preserve the building and 
improve working conditions, assuming access to the third floor was beyond the scope for the 
time being.  Possible projects discussed were protecting the bricks and wood trim on the 
exterior of the building, energy savings such as window upgrades, heating system upgrades, 
lighting improvements, ventilation, etc.  Jon will submit a proposal for Clark Patterson’s 
services to investigate these items including prioritizing the work to be done.  An earlier 
estimate for work on the outside of the building was on the order of $150,000 for re-pointing 
and replacing bricks and making the outside as secure as the new roof.  Mayor Hatheway also 
discussed this concept with Supervisor Wadsworth and he felt the Town would be interested in 
assisting with protecting and preserving the building as well.  Along with that, the Court is 
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looking to use remaining grant funds to replace lighting in the courtroom and include ceiling 
fans for air circulation.    

• Technology upgrade? A meeting was held last week with Dave O’Hare from Integrated 
Systems with regard to either upgrading the two computer file servers or participating in an off-
site file storage arrangement.  Deputy Mayor Fox was present at that meeting as was Mayor 
Hatheway and the various department heads.  John reported that Chief Osganian is planning to 
transfer the police records to a web-based storage system.  Effectively the file servers could be 
eliminated and the information would be stored on the Integrated web server.  This would also 
allow for workers to “log-in” and work from home or other locations.  If the Village were to 
replace the file servers and continue with business as usual, the cost would be approximately 
$30,000 including hardware, software and tech support from Integrated.  The servers should be 
upgraded every 3-5 years.  Ours are approximately ten years old.  John concluded by saying 
this was a preliminary discussion and that Dave O’Hare will get back to us with possibilities 
and costs for all of the alternatives.  Also discussed was the phone system in the building as 
well as security concerns.   

 
5.  MAIN STREET GRANT PROCESS:   
  Several business owners/managers attended the informational meeting on February 24 hosted 
by Thoma Development for the New York Main Street grant program, Trustee Brennan reported.  
Among them were Dawn Aprile, Ralph Massena, Marilyn Dragani, Ed Caruso, Louise Wadsworth 
representing Will for the Wadsworth Homestead, and Debbie Altrieth, manager at the Big Tree Inn.  
The quest is to offer incentives for building owners who participate in having commercial business on 
the first floor of the building and residential occupancies on the second floor.  By mid-March the 
business owners will have to decide whether or not to participate in the program.  The program will be 
no cost to the Village; however, the Village Board goes through the application process after approving 
the various plans. There is a streetscape portion of the program that the Village could apply for as well. 
 
6.  PLANNING BOARD REQUEST: 
 The Planning Board chair has asked the Village Board if they have any objection to the 
Planning Board acting as lead agency for phase one of the Wadsworth Homestead LLC Project.  After 
discussion, Trustee Brennan so moved with second from Trustee LaGrou.  The vote was as follows:  
Trustee Brennan-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 
 
7.  DOH GO BLUE INITIATIVE: 
 The Livingston County Health Department has placed a banner at the end of Main Street 
announcing the Main Street Go Blue initiative for colon cancer awareness.  There are a fair number of 
businesses involved, Mayor Hatheway reported.  Blue lights have been strung in many Main Street 
shop windows, March 8 will find a Cancer Services Celebration “Fit at Fifty” at Wal-Mart from 
10:30AM until noon and at Peebles in the Genesee Valley Shopping Center from 1:30PM until 
3:30PM.  On March 10 there will be information about free screenings at Key Bank from 11AM until 
1PM.  Mayor Hatheway participated in the opening ceremony on March 1 at 9AM. 
 
8.  ASSOCIATION PLANS: 
 The next meeting of the Association will be in Geneseo on April 13 at the Big Tree Inn.  Mayor 
Hatheway has asked County Administrator Ian Coyle to speak.  Questions about dues for the 
organization have been raised.  Annual dues were $600 a few years back, and then they were lowered 
to $450; recently there has been some discussion about raising the dues back to the $600 level.   
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9.  INVITATIONS: 
 ARC in Mt. Morris is having an open house on March 17 and at their new facility at Hampton 
Corners on March 30.  The Chamber of Commerce is honoring Merrimac Farms as Farm of the Year at 
the Farmer/Neighbor dinner on March 25.  NYCOM is sponsoring their winter legislative meeting this 
month.  
 
10. MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 
  An attorney from Lyons NY, John Porter, wrote a letter commending the Village Court on 
their expeditious handling of a sensitive case.   
 
11. PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 Trustee Brennan and the Board members received Chief Osganian’s February report of activity.  
Chief Eric reports an 8% increase in activity over last year.  Also noted were two illegal alien arrests in 
the community.  Trustee Brennan also shared Chief Osganian’s ideas for increasing revenue and 
decreasing expenses for the upcoming fiscal years. 
 Mayor Hatheway talked to Chief Osganian about Historian David Parish moving his office 
workspace to the former code office downstairs from its current location in the hallway across from the 
vault.  Eric has been using the code office space for storage and would like to continue to use the front 
portion of the room for that purpose and offered David the rear portion.   
 Deputy Mayor Fox reported that Chief Chanler is finalizing specifications for the diesel 
exhaust system and methods of financing the project.   
  
12. PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Trustee LaGrou noted a number of items that Supt. McTarnaghan and the crew are working on 
including preparing for the large II project and performing routine maintenance on equipment.  
Weather has been an issue this year and the water/sewer personnel have been assisting with that also. 
 Clerk Merrick noted the items on the DPW report from Supt. Frazier.  They include: 

1. The salt supply was depleted; 100 more tons were purchased last week and that is getting 
low now as well. 

2. The crew started brush clearing along the iron fence on Avon Road, to the shoulder. 
3. A driveway entrance is being cleared on Court Street for the manhole installation behind #2 

and 4 Main Street. The driveway is going to provide access to this area for installation and 
service of this line/manhole. 

4. Work is still underway at the kitchen/concession building at Highland Park. 
5. Crews found the water leak on Main Street, a corp was leaking. The main line was turned off 

and the crew replaced the corp and did some other work in a building on Main Street while 
the water was turned off.  All went well. 

6. Mechanics on staff have been servicing and repairing equipment this winter. 
7. All potholes on the streets have been patched once so far this winter. 
8. The crew relocated the new Village of Geneseo sign on Avon Road near the School baseball 

field where the old sign was. 
9. RGE is starting to do a lot of work down Park Street and at the Doty building including 

working on poles, lines, and lights. 
10. The crew staked out the sewer line behind Main Street and a water line from Ryan to 

Millennium Drive.  
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13. TRUSTEES: 
 Trustee Brennan:  Sandy thanked Clerk Merrick for the “whimsy” on tonight’s agenda.  Clerk 
Merrick included some seasonal stickers.  Sandy reported that she will be attending a planning board 
workshop to talk about the Code and signage on the 16th of March. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox:  John asked the Board to consider two letters from the local YMCA 
steering committee requesting use of Highland Park for their family marathon, Miles for Smiles, 
initiating on May 1st and culminating on June 5th.  The entire marathon is 26.2 miles and will be a 
month long event for families to log their personal miles as they are accomplished during that time.  
The final leg of the marathon will take place on June 5th and end the event in the Park.  They will be 
talking with Chief Osganian as well.  The Board was supportive. 
 Trustee LaGrou:  Tom noted that he discussed the topic of insurance for the Farmer’s Market 
with organizer Cate Concannon.  Trustee Brennan stated that she talked with Cate and discussed who 
might be able to handle the finances for the Market.   

   
14. CLERK/TREASURER: 
 The January Treasurer’s report was distributed to the Board members.  Clerk Merrick continues 
to pull the numbers together from the various departments into the 2011-12 budget. 
 
15. PERSONNEL ISSUES/NEGOTIATIONS: 

Deputy Mayor Fox moved to enter into executive session to discuss negotiations with the DPW 
and Police unions.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and following a unanimous vote the session 
began at 6:18PM. 
 Trustee LaGrou moved to come out of executive session at 6:38PM.  Trustee Brennan 
seconded the motion and all were in favor.  No formal action was taken during the session. 
 
16. MEETING CLOSE: 
 With no further business to discuss, Trustee LaGrou moved and Trustee Brennan seconded the 
motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee 
LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 6:40PM. 
 

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


