
 
 

1

VILLAGE OF GENESEO      January 10, 2011 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 

Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor  Marsha B. Merrick, Clerk/Treasurer 
Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee  Dean O’Keefe, Parking Enforcement/Code Officer  
Margaret Duff, Trustee   
John Fox, Jr., Deputy Mayor  
Thomas J. LaGrou, Trustee 

      
PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Howard Appell Pat Nicoletta (MRB) 
  
1.  MEETING OPENED:  
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:30PM.  The minutes of the December 20, 2010 
regular meeting were reviewed. Trustee Brennan moved to approve the minutes as presented with 
second from Trustee LaGrou.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Brennan-
Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, Mayor Hatheway-Aye, and Trustee Duff-Abstain. 
  
2.  I I (Infrastructure Improvements) PROJECT: 

Pat Nicoletta gave the Board an overview of the project, which involves water, sanitary and 
storm sewer improvements on upper University, Main, Wadsworth and Court Streets, and street 
reconstruction of Wadsworth.  Details include replacement of the 6 and 8” water lines on Court Street 
from the pressure-regulating vault at Court/Wadsworth with a 12” line. The new 12” line will run 
along the south side of the street.  Service laterals will be transferred to the new line.  All services on 
Wadsworth Street will be replaced including water, sanitary and storm sewers plus laterals on both 
sides of the street. Upper University Drive will get water, sanitary and storm sewers. A new dedicated 
sanitary sewer line, starting in the back yards of either 22 or 24 Main Street and continuing to 2 Main 
Street, will be constructed and tied into the main on Wadsworth Street.  A Village easement is 
proposed to extend along the property lines and agreements for that easement will be requested from 
property owners. Supts. McTarnaghan and Frazier will be marking the properties affected.  An 
information meeting will be scheduled for the property owners.   

The advertisement to bid has been prepared and plans will be ready by January 26, Pat 
reported.  Bids will be due back to the Village on February 24 with a pre-bid conference scheduled for 
February 16.  DEC and DOH have plans to review and for their approval.  DOT is not necessary as the 
improvements are all on Village streets.  New curbing will be installed on Wadsworth Street.  Deputy 
Mayor Fox wondered about installation of the College master meters and Pat explained that the pits 
would be prepared and the connections readied; however the actual meters (supplied by the Village) 
will be installed at a later time.  SUNY couldn’t do their engineering for the project until the Village 
engineering was completed, according to Mayor Hatheway.  SUNY (through the State Construction 
Fund) will have to go to bid to obtain an engineering firm and they will be preparing a request for 
proposals to begin that process.  Village engineers MRB could not do the engineering for SUNY to 
install the meters.  The hope is that SUNY will do their portion of the project on the heels of this 
project and Deputy Mayor Fox hopes that all three meters (one on Court Street, one off of Upper 
University Drive and one on Park Street) go in at the same time.   
 Following further discussion, Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the engineering plans and 
to authorize MRB to go out to bid the Infrastructure Improvement Project.  Trustee Duff seconded the 
motion and the vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-
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Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The Board thanked Pat for the work done thus 
far and will be looking forward to the project start-up. 
 
3.  MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – COLLEGE/VILLAGE:   
 Mayor Hatheway had distributed a proposed Memorandum Of Understanding as recommended 
by Chief Osganian between the Village of Geneseo Police Department (GPD) and the State University 
of New York at Geneseo Police Department (UPD) to the Board members. The document deals with 
jurisdictional items and protocol between the two public safety departments. Chief Osganian is pleased 
with this updated document to replace one that has been in place.  Trustee Brennan expressed a desire 
to review the document more closely and therefore moved approval of the MOU contingent upon 
Board concurrence by Friday, January 14, 2011 and to authorize Mayor Hatheway to sign the 
document if that concurrence is reached. Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and the vote was as 
follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and 
Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 
 
4.  RG&E PROPOSAL:   
 Some time ago, residents in the areas contiguous to the eastern-most section of Lima Road 
submitted a petition asking the Board to consider extending streetlights on Lima Road from where they 
currently end to the Village line.  The petition asked for six new streetlights.  Supt. Frazier felt that 
four would suffice. RG&E personnel reviewed the petition and the placement of the new lights, and 
has proposed to provide the poles, lights, conduit and cable at a cost of $127.22 per month.  After 
discussion, Trustee Duff moved to accept the proposal from RG&E for four additional streetlights on 
Lima Road at a monthly cost of $127.22 to the Village.  Deputy Mayor Fox seconded the motion and 
all were in favor.  
 Supt. Frazier and Mayor Hatheway met with Carl Webeck from RG&E along with Terry 
Lattimore, community relation’s representative, last Friday. The discussion centered on the renovation 
of the Doty Building being started this spring by SUNY.  That project will require a new source of 
power from the south or west rather than the current feed from Main Street through a series of poles 
down Park Street.  RG&E proposed to remove those poles along with the streetlights. For safety 
reasons Jason and Mayor Hatheway felt the streetlights should not be removed.  RG&E’s policy is that 
if their poles are being used only for streetlights, there is a charge of $4 per month per pole.  Jason and 
Dick did not feel that was fair to the Village, and the RG&E personnel concurred. They will take that 
back to the company for consideration.  Trustee Brennan suggested that some new lights more 
appropriate to the park, similar to the ones at the Center Street entrance to the municipal parking lot, 
perhaps could be installed.    
 
5.  SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM: 
 Deputy Mayor Fox moved to accept the proposal (dated December 1, 2010 and distributed to 
Board members in early December) from the Genesee/Wyoming/Livingston YMCA to provide the 
summer recreation program for the Village. It includes the stipulations to have as much emphasis as 
possible on the counselor in training program.  The 2011 recreation program cost has not increased 
from the $30,500 with an additional $10,500 for the summer swim lesson program charged in 2010.  
The program, which will extend from July 5 to August 12 (swimming running to August 11), will be 
held at Highland Park and Geneseo Central School (swimming) from 9AM until 1PM (recreation) and 
10:45AM until 2PM (swimming).  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  The 
vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee 
LaGrou-Aye and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  
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6.  LIVINGSTON COUNTY IDA ACTION: 
 Mayor Hatheway reported to the Board that Geneseo Hospitality Suite LLC requested and 
received a tax abatement agreement from the Livingston County Industrial Development Agency. 
Property known as the Hampton Inn will receive a School, Town and County tax abatement on a 
sliding scale for 10 years on the improvements to the land.  The Village will receive a Payment In Lieu 
Of Taxes of 25% of the assessed value of the improvements to the land. The value of the land will 
continue to be taxed at the normal assessment.  The agreement includes an increasing scale during the 
ten years with years 1-5 showing zero tax for School, Town and County and 25% for the Village.  In 
year 6 the property tax increases to 20% and then slides upward for the remaining years until they are 
paying 100% of the assessment for all of the taxing entities.  Mayor Hatheway attended a meeting of 
the IDA in March 2009 when this application for abatement was accepted.  A public hearing was also 
part of the process.  Essentially it provides incentive to locating business in the community. The 
PILOT for the Village will assist the Village in supplying emergency services to the property.     
 With regard to the façade improvement program, the Village is required to adopt a local law to 
grant tax exemptions for building improvements that are part of the program.  Patrick Rountree and the 
Economic Development Office provided a draft local law for that purpose.  The board set a public 
hearing to consider the local law for January 24 at 5:15PM. 
 
7.  HIGHLAND PARK:   

In looking for ways to further improve opportunities within the park, Supt. Frazier has provided 
catalogs that contain information on exercise stations that could be installed.  One example has five 
stations that would be scattered in various locations along the trail route.  Each station costs on the 
order of $5,000.  Mayor Hatheway suggests that would be a perfect project for some of the service 
organizations and community groups to embrace.  Jason also made up a list of items that could be 
acquired to complete the park project such as grills, benches, picnic tables, etc.  These are also items 
that could be incorporated into service projects, such as Eagle Scout undertakings.  The Village will 
create a comprehensive plan for placement of items so that possible donor groups can be approached.  
The Board was enthusiastic and encouraged the pursuit of an overall plan for these items.  Ways to 
recognize various contributors were also discussed.  Jason received a quote for a new sign at the park 
entrance.  The current sign was installed in the early 1990’s.  The Board was supportive of a new sign 
being constructed. 
  
8.  ESL CEREMONY: 
 ESL Federal Credit Union officially opened their doors at 22 Ryan Drive with a ceremony on 
Thursday, January 6, 2011.  Mayor Hatheway and Supervisor Wadsworth attended the event. 
 
9.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 
 A request has been received from Jeff Thomas, Public Relations director for Livingston-
Wyoming ARC.  They would like to hold the annual Ramon Rocha 5K Run/Walk on Saturday, 
October 1, 2011.  The Board was supportive.   
 Mayor Hatheway reported that Environmental Facilities Corporation is attempting to negotiate 
a lower rate on the water treatment plant financing bonds that was initiated in the late 1990’s.  The 
Village’s loan has three years remaining with a total of $300,000 in principal payments due and 
approximately $20,000 in interest (at a rate of 4.81% before the subsidy in place).  It was the Board’s 
feeling that the paperwork required was not worth the effort and the Village should opt out of the offer 
at this time.  
 Notice was received at end of last week that the County’s Unified Work Program funding 
request through the Genesee Transportation Council has gone through to the next phase of review.  
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10.  LOCAL LAW#1, 2011 – VEHICLES & TRAFFIC: 

Following the Public Hearing, Deputy Mayor Fox moved to adopt the changes to Chapter 123 
of the Village Code as enumerated in the minutes of the public hearing held this evening.  Trustee 
LaGrou seconded the motion and the vote was as follows: Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Brennan-
Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.   
   
11. PUBLIC SAFETY: 

Chief Chanler reported via Deputy Mayor Fox that there were 290 fire calls and 1,612 
ambulance calls during the past year. Fire calls are down approximately 30% from the prior year. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the following new members (Patrick Daly, Nicolas 
Peterson, and Caitlin Sullivan) to the Fire Department and to accept the following resignations and 
changes in status (Curt Grant-Senior Exempt status and Tyler Massaro-resignation). Trustee Brennan 
seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 Chief Osganian’s police report of activity shows 739 calls for December bringing the total to 
9,135 for the year indicating a 16% increase from last year.  There were 15 motor vehicle accidents 
and 103 citations were written during December and 21 arrests including one DWI.  Total DWI arrests 
for the year amounted to 31.  The rest of the report indicates support and appreciation for the 
Department from various groups.  Trustee Brennan concluded by stating that the Department does a 
good job and they are well liked in the community. 
 
12. PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Supt. Frazier reported the following: 

• Highland Park:  site work has been completed and reseeding will be done in the spring.  
Building construction completed includes the walls on the concession/bathroom 
building, the roof, and the window and doors are installed.  Interior rough in is taking 
place.  The pavilion has been completed except for some extra reinforcement issues. 

• Jason is seeking approval for a new sign at the entrance to Highland Park.  The quote he 
has is in the amount of $1,150 and the sign will match the new entrance signs in the 
community. 

• Crews have moved the softball dugout and anchored the structure to the fence, two 
doorways have also been made at each end and the walking trail will now go behind the 
structure. 

• The ice rink is in full operation and the lights will be on a timer from 5PM until 
9:30PM. 

• The crews will be picking up disposed Christmas trees and the holiday decorations will 
be removed from Main Street. 

• Jason is also seeking approval for additional streetlights on Lima Road – see related 
topic in these minutes. 

• Terry Tree Service has performed grinding of the brush pile into mulch. 
• The crews have performed seven salt runs so far this winter season and equipment 

service is continuing through the winter to make sure all is ready when weather events 
occur. 

• A dead tree has been cut down and removed near the Teresa House deck.  Four other 
trees were removed from Highland Park. 

Trustee LaGrou reported that Supt. McTarnaghan is overseeing the transfer of filter media at 
the water treatment plant from anthracite to granular activated carbon.  The crew is reading meters so 
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that the February water/sewer billing may take place.  Water leaks were repaired at Lower Court and in 
the location of FTT Manufacturing on Court Street. 
 
Trustee Brennan left the meeting at 7PM. 
 
13. PERSONNEL ISSUES/NEGOTIATIONS: 

Deputy Mayor Fox moved to enter into executive session to discuss negotiations with the DPW 
and Police unions.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and following a unanimous vote the session 
began at 6:45PM. 
 Trustee Duff moved to come out of executive session at 7:25PM.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the 
motion and all were in favor.  No formal action was taken during the session. 
 
14. TRUSTEES: 
 Deputy Mayor Fox:  Deputy Mayor Fox had some ideas for traffic solutions at various 
intersections and they were discussed. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox and Fire Chief Andrew Chanler reviewed the renewal of the Med-Ex 
Ambulance Billing contract.  The Med-Ex rates are increasing by $.50 to $40.25 per billable account.  
Chief Chanler suggests raising the mileage rate from $10.08 to $10.50 per mile and allowing all other 
terms and conditions to remain the same.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the contract renewal 
based on these changes and Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy 
Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.   
 General Operating Procedures for catastrophic emergency situations that might arise in the 
community have been drafted. Mayor Hatheway distributed a revised version to the Board members 
for their review. 

   
15. CLERK/TREASURER: 
 The Board discussed the February meeting schedule.  President’s Day is on February 21 (third 
Monday) and the Board agreed to hold that meeting on Tuesday, February 22 at 5PM.  The meeting 
time was also discussed and moved back to 5PM rather than 5:30PM.   
 
16. MEETING CLOSE: 
 With no further business to discuss, Trustee Duff moved and Deputy Mayor Fox seconded the 
motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, Deputy Mayor 
Fox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 7:42PM. 
 

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


