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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      September 27, 2010 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 
 Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor   Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 John Fox, Jr., Deputy Mayor    

Margaret E. Duff, Trustee 
Thomas J. LaGrou, Trustee 
       

PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Howard Appell 
 
1.  MEETING OPENED:    
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:30PM. The minutes of the August 23, 2010 regular 
meeting were reviewed.  Trustee Duff moved to approve the minutes as presented with second from 
Trustee LaGrou.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, Mayor Hatheway-
Aye, and Deputy Mayor Fox-Abstain. 
 The minutes of the September 13, 2010 regular meeting were reviewed.  Deputy Mayor Fox 
moved to approve the minutes as presented with second from Trustee Duff.  The vote was as follows:  
Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Mayor Hatheway-Aye and Trustee LaGrou-Abstain.    
 The minutes of the September 13, 2010 public meeting regarding parking spaces were 
reviewed.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the minutes as presented with second from Trustee 
Duff.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Mayor Hatheway-Aye, 
and Trustee LaGrou-Abstain.     
     
2.  HIGHLAND PARK PROGRESS:   

 Site work: things are going along splendidly with the project, Mayor Hatheway reported. 
Trustee LaGrou hopes for some foliage behind the properties as an aesthetic barrier between 
the fence and people’s backyards.  The fence will be located ten feet onto Village property and 
fencing will be installed along most of the perimeter of the properties acquired for park 
expansion. Deputy Mayor Fox suggested posting a site plan at the depot so that folks can see 
what the finished project will look like.      
 DPW garage:  the building has been demolished, and Jason has had Charlie Parent and Doug 

Welch removing the residue using the new mini-excavator.  Supt. Frazier is attempting to 
acquire a small (12 x 20) garage to store lawn equipment and other items.  Purchasing a 
building that size will be considerably less expensive than leaving part of the old DPW 
building, constructing a new wall, and siding the entire structure. 
 Vegetation:  Trustee Brennan has been working with Dave Matthews (In Site Architecture), 

Chuck Nesbitt (Geneseo Central School), and landscape designer Laurie Broccolo (CEO of 
Broccolo Tree & Lawn Care, Certified Nursery Professional, 2059 Brighton Henrietta Town 
Line Road, Rochester) to choose plantings for the new park areas.  Laurie has sent a list of 
trees and other plants.  She has suggested planting wildflowers in the swale, and has ideas for 
trees and bushes in other locations.  The committee would like to retain Laurie for the 
remainder of the project and the Board was supportive.   
 Grant Administrator Bill Reemtsen has been in touch with the State Parks Department 

regarding the project funding.  The Village share of the project cost is $364,000; however, Bill 
has learned that the former DPW property is valued at $227,000 and is considered part of that 
share.  That leaves $136,000 as the Village’s share, which will include DPW labor/equipment 
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and other items.  That is good news, Mayor Hatheway reported.  The project should be 
completed by November.   

 
3.  YMCA FINAL REPORT: 
 The YMCA reps provided a list of children that attended each of the summer programs, 
recreation and swimming.  According to that list, 12% of the children in each category came from 
Groveland (similar to last year), 34% of the children in the recreation program came from the Town of 
Geneseo, and 41% in the swimming program came from the Town of Geneseo.  Clerk Merrick will 
now apply those percentages to the cost of the program and determine the share for each municipality.  
There was a total of 168 participants in the swim program and an average recreation program 
attendance of 130 children.  This is good information that validates the entire program, Mayor 
Hatheway concluded.    
 
4.  NATIONAL GRID PROPOSAL:  
  A settlement of the long-standing utility gross taxes issue was proposed by National Grid to 
municipalities across New York State some time ago, Mayor Hatheway stated.  NYCOM has reviewed 
and approved the current language and Attorney Reynolds reviewed and approved it.  Now the Village 
Board should do the same.  In essence, the Village agrees to forgive past due utility gross taxes from 
National Grid, and NG will forgive what they claim we owe them as current utility gross tax. These 
two figures are essentially equal.  Deputy Mayor Fox wondered if this will bring closure to the issue; 
the response was yes, the formula for calculation of the tax on electric service and delivery (including 
the use of energy service providers) has been changed.  Deputy Mayor Fox moved to accept the 
revised settlement agreement received from National Grid dated September 2, 2010 as reviewed and 
approved by NYCOM and Village Attorney Reynolds and to authorize Mayor Hatheway to sign the 
agreement.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously in favor. 
 
5.  COUNTY PLANNING BOARD: 
 County Planning Director Angela Ellis, in an ongoing effort to address the emerald ash borer, 
has enlisted the help of SUNY Biology student interns to perform an ash tree inventory.  Interns will 
go around the County on public lands (village streets between the sidewalks and the roads, municipal 
parks along pathways, parking areas, or places where people may congregate, and County properties) 
to identify where the ash trees are in the County (including tree location, size, and GPS coordinates).  
The project start date is slated for September 22 and the hope is to have the inventory completed at the 
end of October.  What they hope to accomplish along with the inventory is a tree location map and to 
provide public education on the emerald ash borer problem. 
 
6.  ASSOCIATION:  

The most recent meeting was held in Nunda on September 15.  The program was Historic 
Preservation and the National Register: Fact & Fiction and speaker Joan Schumaker presented a lot of 
interesting information.  There is a follow-up program on Monday, October 4 in Honeoye Falls 
featuring a presentation on “How the State Preservation Programs can help your community”.    

The Village of Avon will host the next Association meeting on October 20th.  Howard Appell 
noted that he would be presenting a program on railroad history at the meeting. 
 
7.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 
 MRB engineer Bill Davis, Steve McTarnaghan and Mayor Hatheway met with facilities people 
at the Armory to talk about the infiltration and inflow project.  They had a nice conversation, Mayor 
Hatheway reported, and discussed MRB’s study including infiltration coming from the Armory.  A 
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letter will be sent to them detailing the project and looking for their cooperation during the process.  
Deputy Mayor Fox wondered if any decisions were forthcoming on funding the reconstruction project 
as yet.  Mayor Hatheway responded that consultation with Chuck Bastian (municipal finance 
consultant) would take place soon to discuss the process now that Rural Development Funding is off 
the table.  The plan is to bid the project in January and begin work in late May after some preliminary 
work is done in the early spring.   
 Sewer Grievance was held on September 20 with a significant number of increases and 
decreases in sewer units assigned.  Nine “grievances” occurred, with recommendations as listed from 
Deputy Clerk Mack.  Mayor Hatheway asked the Board to consider a motion to adopt the assigned 
sewer units including those that have been grieved and approve of the recommendations made 
effective with the November 1st billing. So moved by Deputy Mayor Fox with second from Trustee 
Duff.  All were in favor. 
 Notice has been received from the office of records management (SARA Archives).  Thoma 
Development on behalf of the Village applied for a $30,000 grant for the next phase of the GIS project.  
Unfortunately SARA awarded only $3,000 for the project.  The funding can go toward digitizing maps 
that are on file in the Village.   
 A note from Geneseo Central invites the community to an assembly at 7PM on October 4 
featuring speakers challenging students and adults to be a little kinder and in return create a chain 
reaction that will make the world a better place.  This program is part of Rachel’s Challenge in 
memory of Rachel Scott, the first victim in the Columbine school shootings on April 20, 1999.   PTSA, 
Geneseo Education Fund, Kiwanis, Rotary and Student Council sponsor the program.   
  
8.  PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the following new members to the Fire Department and 
to accept the following resignations and change of status: Thomas Whitmore and Raviv Katz (new 
members), Aline Heffernan and Sean DeBoyace (resigned) and Damon Knights (Senior Exempt 
status). Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 John reported that the firehouse was open for the Sheriff’s Office and GPD for the prescription 
drug collection event last Saturday.  It was noted that an astounding amount of medicine was collected 
and therefore saved from other methods of disposal (sewer systems, etc.). 
 The Fire Department is facing two major repairs, one to the building façade and one to the 
ladder truck.  Estimates are being obtained for each. 
 Deputy Mayor Fox asked the Chief for the number of ambulance calls to the Town of 
Groveland again today so that Supervisor Merrick can obtain a response to his budget question. 
   
9.  PUBLIC WORKS: 
 No formal report was received from either department.  Board members noticed that the 
sidewalk installation is complete for this year along Route 20A.  Supt. Frazier will finish the sidewalk 
next year (to meet up at Byrne Dairy).   Mayor Hatheway mentioned that maple trees in the area of the 
new sidewalk were raised and planted by former Trustee Bob O’Mara.    
  
10. TRUSTEES: 
  Trustee Duff:  Margaret had a question from a neighbor on Northview Drive about grapevines 
growing up into the electric wires at the rear of their property.  She will contact RG&E to see when 
they might be trimmed.   
 Deputy Mayor Fox:  John took care of a sewer penalty issue that recently came up.  Another 
question he has been asked is about a sidewalk issue and he is gathering information in order to 
respond. 
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 With regard to Second Street parking, John outlined four options: 1) do nothing, 2) consider the 
people who want no parking on either side of the street, 3) consider making the street one-way, or 4) 
consider enacting two-hour parking and ways that it could be enforced. Discussion followed with 
regard to parking availability on campus, and consideration was given to moving the no parking here 
to corner signs and the variability of those distances in the Village Code.   
 Trustee LaGrou: no further report. 
  
11. CLERK/TREASURER: 
            Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve the following resolution:  BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Livingston County Treasurer is authorized to collect the 2010 Village of Geneseo taxes (as well as 
water/sewer fees shown on the 2010 Final Village Tax warrant) as of October 1, 2010 in accordance 
with Section 1442 of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York.  Trustee Duff seconded the 
motion and the vote was as follows:  Trustee Duff-Aye, Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye 
and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.   
            Following review by Mayor Hatheway, vouchers numbered 286-388 (for general, water and sewer funds) 
were presented for approval.  After discussion, Trustee Duff moved and Deputy Mayor Fox seconded 
the motion to approve general fund vouchers in the amount of $159,924.06. The vote was as follows: 
Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.    

After discussion Trustee Duff moved and Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion to approve 
water fund vouchers in the amount of $59,489.64.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, 
Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.     
 After discussion, Trustee Duff moved and Deputy Mayor Fox seconded the motion to approve 
sewer fund vouchers in the amount of $22,290.92.  The vote was as follows: Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, 
Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 

After discussion Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve Highland Park Project vouchers in the 
amount of $43,361.80.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and all were in favor.   

After discussion Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve an Infrastructure & Improvement 
voucher in the amount of $13,770.00.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

After discussion Deputy Mayor Fox moved to approve a Community Development voucher in 
the amount of $282.50.  Trustee Duff seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
  
12. MEETING CLOSE:  
 Mayor Hatheway reminded the Board members that the meetings would be back on schedule 
(first and third Mondays of the month) for next Monday, October 4th at 5:30PM.  
 With no further business to discuss, Deputy Mayor Fox moved and Trustee Duff seconded the 
motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows: Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, Trustee 
LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 6:50PM.
      

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


