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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      September 13, 2010 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 
 Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor   Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 John Fox, Jr., Deputy Mayor    

Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee   Andrew Chanler, Fire Chief 
Margaret E. Duff, Trustee   Town Supervisor Will Wadsworth 
       

PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Howard Appell Julie Marshall  Louise Wadsworth 
 Barry Caplan 
 
1.  MEETING OPENED:    
 Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM.  The minutes were tabled for review until the 
next meeting. 
  
2.  BARRY CAPLAN – ARTS STROLL:   
 Barry asked if Center Street could be closed between Main and the Idle Hour for the Arts Stroll 
this Friday between 4 and 7PM.  The musician scheduled for that area would probably set up around 
3:45PM.  The Board was supportive and the PD and DPW will be advised. 
 
3.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 
 A note was received from Geneseo Productions thanking the Village Board for supporting the 
summer concert series.   
 Communication has been received from YMCA summarizing the summer rec program.  
Attendance averaged 130 participants.  They will provide a listing of where the children came from.  
 A letter was received from NYS Department of Transportation regarding the intersection of 
Center Street and State Route 20A.  They have completed their study of the intersection and 
specifically what impact a signal light or a roundabout would have.  The letter states:  It is important to 
understand that the installation of a signal does not necessarily reduce the number of accidents at an 
intersection.  While a signal typically reduces the number of right angle type accidents, it is probable 
that the number of rear end type accidents would increase.  (The study showed that right angle 
accidents were not predominant.)  Installation of a traffic signal at this intersection would significantly 
increase vehicle delay and moreover, increase the potential for rear end accidents.  Therefore, we 
have concluded that the installation of a traffic signal would not be in the public best interest at this 
time.  With regard to a roundabout in that area, the letter states: The need for additional geometric 
improvements, such as installation of a roundabout, to improve safety or operation of the intersection 
was not identified during this study.  Since our review of the intersection showed there was no 
identifiable accident pattern or delay, the installation of a roundabout or other geometric 
improvements at this intersection would not compete well with other candidate locations for safety 
improvements funding.  The conclusion of the letter mentioned that all of the signs along Route 20A 
have been upgraded conforming to the latest requirements and posting standards. 
  
4.  HIGHLAND PARK:   

The heavy equipment has arrived and it looks like the athletic field is almost finished with the 
drainage work being completed as well, Mayor Hatheway reported.  Following the asbestos removal 
and final inspection, the DPW building roof has been removed and the building will be demolished 
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soon.  Supt. Frazier’s DPW report added the following points:  the area is cleared; athletic field sub 
grade is final with the next step being application of topsoil.  Stormwater retention areas are installed 
and they are working on the storm lines and catch basins this week.  An effort has been made to leave a 
buffer zone around the perimeter.  The old DPW complex is ready to come down with dumpsters for 
debris removal on site.  The electric service has been relocated (because it feeds the Depot building), 
the gas has been shut off but needs to be reinstalled as it also feeds the Depot.  A quote has been 
received from American Recreational (NYS contract #PC62089) for playground equipment.  Jason has 
also asked for a quote to reinstall the equipment that was relocated in the park. 
 A memo was sent to the Garden Club, Greg Hartvigsen at the College (Biology) and Chuck 
Nesbitt at the Central School to suggest involvement of community groups in plant selection for the 
park. They will be meeting tomorrow afternoon with a nursery professional, Laurie Broccolo who did 
a lot of design work at the RIT campus.  Laurie comes recommended by David Matthews, Highland 
Road resident and architect with In Site Architecture in Perry.  Hopefully they will compile 
landscaping ideas and use the project as an educational tool for the various groups.  The Board 
approved payment of the fee of $250 for Ms. Broccolo for this meeting. 
 With regard to the playground equipment, Chris McDonald looked through catalogs and came 
up with equipment ideas from a vendor on State Contract eliminating the need to bid that portion of the 
project out, Mayor Hatheway reported.   
 
5.  JULIE MARSHALL & LOUISE WADSWORTH – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: 
 Louise gave the Board an update on program progress and presented the Board with the 
business inventory that has been compiled.  The notebook contains a database of building owners and 
business owners in paper format as well as a CD of the file.  The listing is current as of the end of 
August.  Julie Marshall added that this is one of the deliverables promised and they are very pleased to 
present it to the Board.  She added that the Village has a great group of volunteers working on the 
project and they are dedicated to completing the tasks as outlined in the schedule set up by the County.   
 The committee will be considering a NY Main Street grant as an anchor project perhaps for the 
theater building, Louise noted. 
 As far as the next steps, the committee will be looking at the façade guidelines and sign grants 
and how they might relate to the Village sign grant program.  The County sign grant program has a 
maximum payout of $750.  Louise sees both programs as having merit if someone is getting a high-end 
sign and Julie hopes that both programs can work together.   

A business owner meet and greet is scheduled for the end of October and the real kick off for 
the program will be in December when Rick Houser will have available visuals and other materials.   
 
Trustee Brennan entered the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Hatheway stated that the Board is very impressed with the speed with which the 
committee is working and thanked them for their work thus far. 
 
6.  NATIONAL GRID:  
 With regard to the ongoing dispute over utilities gross tax payments from National Grid, 
NYCOM has ruled favorably on the latest settlement agreement and now Attorney Reynolds is 
reviewing it before it is presented to the Board for their consideration.  
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7.  PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 Trustee Brennan reviewed the monthly activity report from the Police Chief with the Board.  
There have been a number of incidents (50 in the last 3 weeks) dealing with quality of life issues (noise 
etc.).   
 Deputy Mayor Fox reported that the Chief Chanler is gathering information on the number of 
calls to Groveland in response to Supervisor Merrick’s question about the contract renewal coming up 
in January affecting the Town’s 2011 budget.  
 
8.  PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Quotes were received for tree pruning and removals.  Ted Collins bid $23,465 and Terry Tree 
Service bid $12,960.  Ken’s Tree Service opted out of the bidding this year.  Supt. Frazier’s 
recommendation is to award the bid to Terry Tree Service for $12,960 and Trustee Duff so moved.  
Trustee Brennan seconded the motion and all were in favor.  Jason noted that some trees might be 
taken off the list in order to come within the amount budgeted this year.   
 Other items on Jason’s report include: 

• Crews have been working on sidewalk replacement.  New sidewalk has been installed 
across and in the State right-of-way along Temple Hill grove.  The cemetery 
sidewalk/driveway is being graded for asphalt and will be paved next week. 

• The curbed sidewalk around Oak/Highland corner has been replaced with ramped 
sidewalk to the street.  Northview/North street crosswalk has been connected to 
sidewalk at both sides of the street. 

• Sewer Specialties has been enlisted to televise and clean the Riverside Drive sewer line 
due to tree root issues in the line. 

• Riverside Drive was oiled and stoned (paved) by Suit-Kote with the assistance of the 
Town of York trucks. 

• Livingston County crews will apply yellow line striping in early October. 
• The street sweeper has had an engine re-build.  Jason and the crew tried out a new 

sweeper last week that they were very impressed with.  The sweeper will need to be 
replaced at some point in time. 

 
9.  WILL WADSWORTH:   

Town Supervisor Wadsworth came to the Board meeting to discuss a personnel issue.  Deputy 
Mayor Fox moved to enter into executive session to have that discussion.  Trustee Duff seconded the 
motion and following a unanimous vote the session began at 6:05PM. 
 Trustee Brennan moved to come out of executive session at 6:47PM.  Trustee Duff seconded 
the motion and all were in favor. 
 Following discussion, Trustee Duff moved to undertake a study to look at Town/Village shared 
services (ie. the code and court offices).  The study will be performed by the Center for Governmental 
Research (CGR) at an estimated cost of $3,600 shared between the Town and Village.  Trustee 
Brennan seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Duff-Aye, 
Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion carried and Supervisor Wadsworth 
thanked the Board for their consideration. 
 
10. TRUSTEES: 
 Trustee Brennan: Sandy is attending the Planning Federation meeting at the end of September 
in Lake Placid.  She will be assisting with a presentation on Planning Challenges in Gateway 
Communities including challenges involved with a master plan.  She plans to get a perspective from 
Supervisor Wadsworth as being on the “other side” of the gateway.  It was noted that David Woods 
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being on both the Town and Village planning boards is a staunch supporter of implementing the ideas 
formed in the master plan for both municipalities. 
 With regard to the playground equipment for the park, it can be purchased at a significant 
savings if purchased soon (summer clearance time).   There is $50,000 earmarked in the project budget 
for new equipment.   Sandy understands the quote to be around $25,000 using a 40% discount plus 
$10-12,000 for installation and moved to give Supt. Frazier the authorization to proceed.  Deputy 
Mayor Fox seconded the motion and all were in favor.   
 Trustee Duff:  Margaret would like to have the meeting time changed to 5:30PM rather than 
5PM and the Board was supportive of that change.  She is unable to make the 5PM timeframe due to 
her work schedule and especially with the winter season approaching.   
 Deputy Mayor Fox:  Chief Chanler sent a notice that the Governor signed legislation that fire 
and EMA personnel are eligible to purchase and pay for health insurance coverage through the 
municipal group plan.     
 John also reported that Sign Language is scheduled to finish the Village entrance signs next 
week and will be delivering and installing them. 
 
11. CLERK/TREASURER: 
            Clerk Merrick advised the Board that she received notification of the intent to renew the 
Omega Restaurant liquor license by business owner Nikoluos Hatziefthimiou.   

Clerk Merrick advised the Board that the Annual Update document has been electronically 
filed with the Office of the State Comptroller and is available for review in her office along with the 
May financial report.       
 
12. SIGN GRANT:   

Trustee Brennan asked the Board to consider a sign grant application by the owner of 
University Hots at 114 Main Street.  The total price for the sign is $1,065 with the grant amount being 
$532.50.  The Planning Board recommended approval at their August 25 meeting.   Trustee Brennan 
moved to accept the Planning Board recommendation for the sign grant for University Hots at 114 
Main Street in the amount of $532.50 contingent upon approval by Stu Brown’s office.  Trustee Duff 
seconded the motion and all were in favor.  
 
13. ARC NOISE PERMIT:  

Jeff Thomas, Director of Public Relations and Development for Livingston-Wyoming ARC has 
applied for a noise permit for a musical performance (light jazz) in conjunction with the Ramon Rocha 
5K Run/Walk on October 2, 2010 at St. Mary’s Church from 10:30AM until 1:30PM.  Deputy Mayor 
Fox moved approval of the request with second from Trustee Duff.  All were in favor. 
 Mayor Hatheway brought up the issue of permits being requested for approval prior to the next 
Board meeting.  According to the ordinance, the Board of Trustees must review all noise permit 
requests.  Therefore if an event request comes in between Board meetings, it must be declined. 
 
14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Trustee Brennan moved to enter into executive session to discuss contract negotiations.  Deputy 
Mayor Fox seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous and the session began at 7:25PM with 
Attorney David Lippitt in attendance. 

The Board came out of executive session at 7:55 PM upon motion by Deputy Mayor Fox with 
second from Trustee Brennan.  No formal action was taken during the session.  
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15. MEETING CLOSE:  
 With no further business to discuss, Deputy Mayor Fox moved and Trustee Brennan seconded 
the motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows: Deputy Mayor Fox-Aye, Trustee Brennan-Aye, 
Trustee Duff-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 
7:59PM. 

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


