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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      December 7, 2009 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 

Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor  Marsha B. Merrick, Clerk/Treasurer 
Sandra F. Brennan, Deputy Mayor 
John Fox Jr., Trustee    
Bradley R. Hill, Trustee 
Thomas J. LaGrou, Trustee   
 

PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Howard Appell Steve Burnette 
 
1.  MEETING OPENED:  

Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 5:00PM.  It was noted that the Board had met earlier in 
executive session with Attorney Lippitt at 4PM to discuss upcoming DPW and Police contract 
negotiations. The minutes of the November 16, 2009 meeting were reviewed.  Deputy Mayor Brennan 
moved to approve the minutes as presented with second from Trustee Fox.  The vote was as follows:  
Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Fox-Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, Mayor Hatheway-Aye, and Trustee 
Fox-Abstain. 
 
2.  STEVE BURNETTE – SEWER UNITS:   

Steve came before the Board stating that he never received the letter from Deputy Clerk/Utility 
Billing Specialist Mack that indicated his sewer units for properties located at 20 Wadsworth Street 
and 38 Court Street would be increasing.  He suggests that in the future those letters should be sent by 
certified mail.   

However, water department personnel had informed him previously that the water usage at 20 
Wadsworth was running high-it was discovered that there was an issue with the tenants’ absence and a 
running toilet at that time (February billing).  Average consumption for the last year would indicate a 
sewer assessment to remain the same at four units, rather than raising the amount to six based on the 
February reading.  Mayor Hatheway stated that the Board would have considered leaving the 
assessment at four had Mr. Burnette come in on grievance day back in September.   

In looking at water usage for 38 Court Street, however, using the average reading for the year 
raises the property to three units from two.  Steve mentioned that he feels that he should  be charged 
only for one unit at 38 Court because it is a single-family house. It was noted, however, that 38 Court 
Street was ‘grandfathered’ for zoning purposes to allow it to house more than 4 occupants, and indeed 
has 6 occupants.  Mr Burnett asserted that the occupancy at that house is less than in some family 
occupied homes.  Mayor Hatheway stated that rental properties, such as 38 Court Street, have been 
looked upon as commercial because they are income generating and are thus assessed sewer units 
according to the commercial-use formula.  Steve requested that his units remain the same (2) for that 
property as well. The Board agreed to have the units remain the same for 20 Wadsworth Street (four) 
due to average water usage over the year, but using the same rationale raise 38 Court Street one unit to 
a total of three.   Steve thanked the Board for their consideration. 
  
3.  UPDATE ON HIGHLAND PARK PROJECT:   
 Mayor Hatheway showed the Board a picture of the sign that has been purchased and affixed to 
the tennis court fence stating that the NYS Environmental Protection Fund has provided funding for 
the project.  The sign also indicates that the Highland Park Improvement Project is sponsored by the 
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Village of Geneseo and lists Governor David A. Paterson’s name along with the Commissioner of 
Parks and Recreation, Carol Ash.  The sign is a permanent fixture of the park.  
With regard to the appraisals, Deputy Mayor Brennan reported that the latest she had heard is that on 
December 2 a memo from Karen Ferguson (Parks Dept.) stated that the appraisal for the former DPW 
building was rejected. There was a list of items to correct and the grant administrator Bill Reemtsen 
spoke with appraiser Dick Zarajczyk who promises to make those corrections this week. Revised 
appraisals are complete for the Csapo and Simms properties.  Bill will look them over and then send 
them to the Parks Department.   
 Deputy Mayor Brennan has received the contract for the project dated November 17.   
 The surveyors have been given the go ahead to start topographical survey and letters alerting 
the property owners to that activity (and asking for their consent) have been sent by Attorney 
Reynolds. 
 Mayor Hatheway noted that Attorney Reynolds has prepared a purchase offer for the Chiara 
property (identified as part of 17 Highland Road, tax parcel #81.13-1-8).  After discussion, Trustee Fox 
moved to approve the offer to purchase a portion of 17 Highland Road for $5,800 (appraised value) 
and to authorize Mayor Hatheway to sign the document with the stipulation that the purchase will not 
take place until after June 1, 2010 and stating that the offer will expire on December 18, 2009 at 
4:30PM unless Mr. Chiara agrees to the terms.  Trustee Hill seconded the motion and the vote was as 
follows: Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Fox-Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and 
Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  Attorney Reynolds will call Mr. Chiara and deliver the offer to him.  
 
4.  UPDATE ON CIRCULATION/PARKING STUDY REPORT:   

The final draft report is being prepared byLaBella Associates.  Seventeen hard copies and 25 
Executive Summaries will be forthcoming as well as a disk for electronic filing.  The project will wrap 
up shortly, Mayor Hatheway reported. 
 
5.  WATERSHED COUNCIL SUMMARY: 
 Mayor Hatheway reported that he attended the Watershed Council meeting on November 20.  
The group is very active both from a public and private sectors, and represents a partnership between 
the Conesus Lake Association and the County Health Department.  One recent issue is that leaf 
burning is now prohibited in the State.  Leaves are now filling drainage ditches and are then washed 
into the lake.  One of the discussions is about the possibility of leaf pickup by the surrounding 
municipalities similar to what is done in the Village.  Dick suggested to Supervisor Wadsworth that 
Supt. Levey speak with Supt. Frazier to see if it would be possible to coordinate leaf pickup in the 
Town.   
 
6.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 
  MRB’s Dan Allen visited the office last Thursday to begin the GIS needs assessment.  He 
interviewed Dean O’Keefe, Chief Osganian, Arlene Somerville (tourism), Clerk Mack, Supt. 
McTarnaghan and Chief Chanler.  The plan is to determine what the various needs are for each 
department and to find out how use of GIS could benefit.  MRB plans to assist the Village in applying 
for another SARA grant in February to buy the software and hardware for the program.  This present 
grant cycle covers just the needs assessment portion of the project.  Trustee Fox wondered if there 
would be any out of pocket costs for the Village and the response was no, not at this point.  Discussion 
followed and Howard Appell suggested possibly trying to overlay historical maps into the system as 
well. 
 Information was received from YMCA’s Wess Audsley in the form of a summary of the 2009 
program and a notice of the Y’s desire to continue the relationship with the Village of Geneseo for the 
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summer of 2010.  The Board discussed the report briefly and decided to review the information more 
closely and discuss it at length at the next meeting.   
 Governor Paterson, Assemblymen Errigo and Burling all responded to the letter Mayor 
Hatheway wrote on behalf of the Association of Village Boards of Livingston County opposing the 
plan to reduce funding to cities.  As was announced today, the Governor has decided to go ahead with 
those funding cuts. 
 Clerk Merrick sent a letter to the merchant at the Canal Town Country Store (126 Main Street) 
that he would have to return the full amount of the sign grant ($648) as the business has moved out.  
Building manager Mike Bishop was copied on the letter and the suggestion was made that the sign be 
removed from the building and held until payment is made. 
 
7.  PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 Trustee Hill highlighted items from the Chief’s monthly report: 559 calls for service, 17 motor 
vehicle accidents, and 172 traffic citations have been written.  Department personnel participated in a 
Geneseo Central School lockdown drill on November 25th and assisted Wal-Mart with Black Friday 
shoppers.  Wal-Mart has agreed to pay for the assistance.  The Police Department is also participating 
with Cornell Cooperative Extension to help older folks with vehicle operation in a program called 
Carfit.  The PD wants everyone to know that a new child passenger law is in effect stating that children 
must be restrained in motor vehicles until their 8th birthday.   
 Trustee Hill and Chief Osganian drafted a pawnshop ordinance that would require a Local Law 
enactment.  The Board discussed the wording.  The ordinance will now go to Attorney Reynolds (via 
Chief Osganian) and the Board scheduled a public hearing for 5:15PM on January 25, 2010.  
  
8.  PUBLIC WORKS: 
  Trustee LaGrou reported via Supt. McTarnaghan that there was a water plant inspection on 
November 20th by the County Health Department.  There are a few items to take care of but nothing 
notable.  Along with that, routine maintenance has been performed on all pumps and motors this month 
at the water plant and the wash cycle was improved on the trickling filters.  Supt. McTarnaghan also 
reported that there was an unannounced inspection at the wastewater treatment plant last Friday (the 4th 
of December).   
 Deputy Mayor Brennan reported the following for Supt. Frazier: 

• Leaf pickup is finished for the year.  Residents should bag their leaves and save 
them for brush pickup or enlist lend-a-truck for larger jobs. 

• All plow equipment is ready for the winter season.  All sidewalks will be mostly 
taken care of by sewer department personnel after the plow routes are completed 
and overtime hours will not be used for this purpose. 

• All buildings have been winterized for the season. 
• There was a water main break repaired on Orchard Street on Saturday. 
• Brush pickup day is today, the crew should have that accomplished in one day. 
• Icy conditions prompted a salt run on November 13th at 5AM.   
• The DPW crew assisted in the flag raising at the fire hall along with RG&E (no 

charge) who drilled the 7’ deep hole for the refurbished (by Charlie Parent) 
flagpole that was removed from the top of the Geneseo Building when the roof 
was replaced. 

• All Christmas lights are up and running. 
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9.  TRUSTEES: 
 Deputy Mayor Brennan:  The Supporters of Main Street would like to put covers over the 
parking meters for the holiday season.  The merchants were polled as to when that might take place 
and the majority of them prefer to hold off covering the meters until the 18th, because the College is 
still in session.  After discussion the Board consensus was to cover the meters between the 18th and the 
27th of December.  Sandy also reported that the Young At Heart Group is judging the windows this 
year and the ballots are being submitted.     

Trustee Fox: nothing further 
 Trustee Hill: nothing further 
 Trustee LaGrou:  Tom hopes to report that the recreation committee has finished its work at the 
next meeting.  Currently they are grappling with procedures for handling any monies that are collected 
for shirts, entry fees, etc. 
 
10. NEW BUSINESS:   

The Board discussed meeting dates and times:  the December 21st meeting will be held at 3PM, 
the January meetings will be held on the 4th and 25th, the February meetings on the 8th and the 22nd 
and March meetings on the 8th and 22nd.   All meetings except December 21st will start at 5PM. Clerk 
Merrick will post a notice and remind the Board members of the changes. 
 
11. CLERK/TREASURER: 
 Clerk Merrick promised to have six-month financials (through November) to the Board at the 
next meeting. 
 
12. MEETING CLOSE: 
 With no further business to discuss, Trustee Hill moved and Deputy Mayor Brennan seconded 
the motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Fox-Aye, 
Trustee Hill-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the 
meeting adjourned at 6:28 PM.   
 

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


