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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      September 14, 2009 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 
 Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor 

Sandra F. Brennan, Deputy Mayor  Marsha B. Merrick, Clerk/Treasurer 
John Fox Jr., Trustee       
Bradley R. Hill, Trustee    
Thomas J. LaGrou, Trustee     
       

PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Liz Porter Barry Caplan  Bob Wilcox  Howard Appell 
 
1.  MEETING OPENED:    

Mayor Hatheway opened the meeting at 7:00PM. The minutes of the August 31, 2009 meeting 
were reviewed.  Trustee Fox moved and Trustee Hill seconded the motion to adopt the minutes as 
amended. The vote was as follows:  Trustee Fox-Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, Mayor Hatheway-Aye and 
Deputy Mayor Brennan and Trustee LaGrou-Abstain. 
  
2.  ARTS STROLL COMMITTEE:   
 Barry Caplan asked permission to use the fountain to display flags advertising this Friday’s 
event.  His rationale was that the flag holders are there and American flags are displayed on several 
occasions during the year.  The Board was concerned about detracting from the fountain with the 
presence of advertising flags, and what would be the reaction of folks from the historical perspective. 
They discussed the fountain restoration project and using the fountain for advertising flags.   It was 
pointed out that flags are centuries-old tradition of advertising; perhaps if other groups wanted to 
advertise in this manner it should be restricted to not-for-profit groups with permission granted by the 
Village Board, much like banner display over Main Street is handled.  The consensus of the Board was 
to ask the SMS group, APOG, Tourism committee members and Welcome Center volunteers to 
propose guidelines for flag display.  The Board would then consider those guidelines for future 
requests.  With respect to the current request for this Friday, Trustee Hill moved to allow the flag 
display in the fountain with second from Deputy Mayor Brennan.  All were in favor. 

The biannual Art Stroll is in its fourth year and is very successful.  Thirty artists have signed on 
for Friday’s event.  Members of the committee thanked the Board for their consideration. 
 
3.  UPDATES:  

Shepard Annexation: A survey map arrived late last week from Donald R. Thomas, Land 
Surveyor of the portion of property to be annexed.  Mr. Shepard’s next step is to obtain signatures on 
the petitions to annex from his tenants and to apply to the Town of Geneseo for annexation.  Deputy 
Mayor Brennan spoke with Mark Shepard today who still has some questions about the parcels and 
there are still some details to be worked out.  No action is necessary at this time on the part of the 
Village Board.  Once the annexation takes place, Mark is prepared to pay for the sewer charges 
retroactively to the hookup that took place in August 2008.     

Summer Recreation Program:  Mayor Hatheway sent letters to Supervisor Wadsworth and 
Supervisor Merrick summarizing program costs and enrollment for this year and last year.  It looks as 
though the Town of Geneseo will owe on the order of $14-15,000 for 2009 ($4,700 was paid) and 
$6,000 for Groveland (previously was $3,000).   



 
 

2

Wadsworth/Court/Main Project: Mayor Hatheway reported that MRB engineer Colvin has not 
heard back yet from SHPO and any further activity is on hold until that response to the lead agency 
status is received.  The application for funding the project has gone out to the Rural Development 
grant/loan program.  

Center Street/20A Study: NYS Dept. of Transportation sent a letter stating that they have 
initiated an investigation of the intersection of Route 20A and Center Street relative to the installation 
of a traffic signal.  Upon completion of this study, we will notify you of our determination.  This was in 
response to a request made by the County Planning Department and the Zoning Board of Appeals in 
conjunction with the Byrne Dairy project slated for the corner of Center and 20A.  The Board then 
discussed the prospect of a traffic circle there as was proposed in the Access Management Study.   

Healthy Campus Coalition – Trustee Hill:  Brad reported that there was a very lively discussion 
at the last meeting with District Attorney Tom Moran, students involved with the fraternities and 
sororities and Rachel Pena (Genesee Valley Youth Partnership) along with the vendors and purveyors 
of alcohol in the community.  There will be one more meeting in November and then again in the 
spring.  The FAIR (Fundamentals of Alcohol Intoxication Recognition) training is taking place tonight, 
which is a good training program that protects the owners of the establishments. 

Water line upgrades: Mayor Hatheway reported that last week Ryan Colvin and Steve 
McTarnaghan met with water people from York to talk about the possibility of upgrading the York 
water system.  Since the Village is in the process of upgrades in the area of Court Street, York might 
be interested in paying for an upgrade to the line supplying their system.  A letter was drafted to York 
Supervisor Deming to see if they are interested and if they are, a study of the hydraulics must be done.   

Lima Road Project:  The sewer line portion of the project, which took considerably longer than 
was expected, is almost completed.  The next step is to bring the road back up to the proper elevation 
and then the milling and paving job will begin mid October and last only a few days.  There were 
several traffic concerns during the sewer line construction portion of the project thus far.   

Pension Costs:  According to published reports, rates are expected to go from 7% of payroll up 
to 11% for non-uniformed employees and from 15% to 18% for uniformed employees.  The State is 
about two years behind the market, Mayor Hatheway reported.  If there is a significant amount of 
money due, it can be amortized over a period of time for the municipality.  The Village did not choose 
to do that the last time it might have been necessary, back in the 1990’s.   

Another issue of concern is health insurance and where the rates might go.  Employee shares 
can be expected to increase, Mayor Hatheway reported.   

Miscellaneous Correspondence: The Town of Geneseo is holding a public hearing on 
September 24 to amend a section of their code to allow Use Class 4, Retail Commercial Uses, in the 
Industrial Use District (F).  Deputy Mayor Brennan expressed support for this move by the Town to 
encourage business in the Court Street area.  She plans to draft a letter to the Town expressing that.  

A note was received from the Class of 2009 thanking the Village for assistance with the Senior 
Bash held last spring. 

The Board received an invitation to attend a special preview tour of the new Latter-Day Saints 
meeting house on Route 20A in the Village on September 16th.   

Clerk Merrick met with Secretary to the Supervisor Linda LeMoyne and Code Officers 
O’Keefe and Maxwell to look at Code Office revenues and expenditures.  It looks like expenses will be 
in line with last year.   
   
4.  PUBLIC SAFETY: 

Trustee Hill:  Chief Osganian continues to work with SUNY to handle reports coming out of 
the College and to assist with other matters.  There have been a number of drinking issues since the 
students returned including underage drinking incidents.   



 
 

3

Trustee Fox:  Chief Chanler reported that since Friday afternoon 9/11 through Monday 
morning 9/14 there were 12 ambulance calls, 3 fire calls (accidents) and 3 fire false alarm calls.  Mt. 
Morris and Livonia have had to provide mutual aid while the crews are on transport.  While twelve 
calls in 72 hours is a high rate, the crews usually average three calls per day.   

Trustee Fox recommended fire department membership approval for Eric Ludwig.  Deputy 
Mayor Brennan seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

Chief Osganian received a letter from Sheriff York in support of recommending officer Ed 
Kenney for the MADD award this year.  In 2008 the Geneseo PD made 49% of the total DWI arrests 
made by local police departments in Livingston County. Eric’s department is to be commended for this 
effort. 

 
5.  PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Deputy Mayor Brennan reported the following per Supt. Frazier: 

 The Lima Road sewer line project is finished.   
 The Lima Road resurfacing project will not start until the first or second week of 

October.  Babcock is the contractor and work should be finished up in a week. 
 The crew has finished repairing sidewalks for this year other than finishing up some 

topsoil work.   
 The crew has removed bushes from the front of the Library for the Garden Club and 

will be grinding stumps at the fence line at the Museum. 
 The crew repaired some storm sewer lines in Temple Acres after evidence of root 

damage was discovered. 
 The crew painted the last of the crosswalks including the one in the vicinity of the 

Central School.   
 Ken’s Tree Service has started the tree trimming for this year.  Park Street and the Park 

are finished so far. 
 
6.  TRUSTEES: 
 Deputy Mayor Brennan:  Trustee Fox passed on a concern about Jaycox Creek needing to be 
cleaned out (brush). Sandy will talk with Supt. Frazier. 
 With regard to the Highland Park project, Stu Brown’s office has sent out solicitations for 
design services due on September 29th.  Hopefully an award for that portion of the project can occur at 
the October 5th Village Board meeting. Attorney Reynolds has sent title abstracts and purchase 
agreements to Stu Brown’s office as well as a model opinion letter.  Hopefully the appraisals and 
surveys of the properties will be complete soon. 
 Trustee Fox:  John gave Clerk Merrick an invoice for the new fire truck down payment in the 
amount of  $242,350 due by 10/15.  A resolution to use fire equipment reserve funds (up to $120,000) 
was passed on December 18, 2009 by the Village Board.  Everything is in place to make the down 
payment in October. 
 Trustee Hill – nothing further. 
 Trustee LaGrou: made the Board aware that there is another property owner owning property 
adjacent to the park that is interested in selling a parcel.   
   
7.  CLERK/TREASURER: 
 Clerk Merrick received a call about a tax bill penalty that is due.  The property owner’s 
contention was that the first bill sent in June was not received due to a change in mailing address.  The 
Clerk’s office was aware of the change of address and sent the second notice in September.  Clerk 
Merrick explained that property taxes are due and payable whether or not a bill is received.  After 
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discussion, Trustee Fox moved to not forgive the penalty amount due of $45.26.  Deputy Mayor 
Brennan seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 Trustee Fox moved to adopt the following resolution:  BE IT RESOLVED that the Livingston 
County Treasurer be authorized to collect the 2009 Village of Geneseo taxes (as well as water/sewer 
fees shown on the 2009 Final Village Tax warrant) as of October 1, 2009 in accordance with Section 
1442 of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York.  Deputy Mayor Brennan seconded the 
motion to adopt the resolution and the vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Fox-
Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  It was noted that at this point 
in time, there is $40,257.35 outstanding out of a total of $1,403,985.64.   

Following review by Trustee Hill, voucher numbers 301-388 (for general/water/sewer funds) 
were presented for approval.  After discussion, Trustee Hill moved and Trustee LaGrou seconded the 
motion to approve general fund vouchers in the amount of $120,864.74. The vote was as follows: 
Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Fox-Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor 
Hatheway-Aye.    

After discussion Deputy Mayor Brennan moved and Trustee Hill seconded the motion to 
approve water fund vouchers in the amount of $45,283.97.  The vote was as follows:  Deputy Mayor 
Brennan-Aye, Trustee Fox-Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.     
 After discussion, Trustee Hill moved and Deputy Mayor Brennan seconded the motion to 
approve sewer fund vouchers in the amount of $10,382.56.  The vote was as follows: Deputy Mayor 
Brennan-Aye, Trustee Fox-Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. 

After discussion Deputy Mayor Brennan moved to approve Lima Road Project vouchers in the 
amount of $1,635.19.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and all were in favor.   
 After discussion Deputy Mayor Brennan moved to approve an Infrastructure and Improvement 
Project voucher in the amount of $6,735.50.  Trustee LaGrou seconded the motion and all were in 
favor. 
  
8.  PERSONNEL:   
 The board discussed a personnel issue with regard to paid leave.   
 
9.  OLD BUSINESS:  

Trustee Fox discussed the water billing sheet with regard to SUNY.  In 2008 it looked like the 
balance of funds would be used up (lump sum contribution from SUNY for water plant improvements 
in 1998). But as it appears now, because usage is down and the rates have been adjusted, it will 
probably still be 2-4 years before they use up their credit.   
 The Board discussed the Town Fire contract set to expire on December 31.  Currently the Town 
pays $80,000 with $15,000 of that amount set aside for equipment upgrades.  Trustee Fox has been in 
conversation with Chief Chanler about the total cost to operate the fire department on a yearly basis.  
They have come up with defendable rationale to increase the fire contract amount substantially.  Not 
only are they taking into account current budgetary necessities, but future equipment purchases as well.  
Mayor Hatheway suggested that two board members sit down with two Town board members to 
discuss the issue further as the Town is working on their budget and will need to set the fire tax for 
2010 soon.   
  
10. NEW BUSINESS: 

The Board discussed the second floor of the Geneseo Building in response to a request by 
Shane Carman to use the space for a youth center.  It has been determined that the second floor is not 
available for use at this time and a response to that effect will be sent.   
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 With regard to purchasing additional parkland, the Board discussed another parcel adjacent to 
the park that might be available for sale in the future. 
 With regard to changing the Village Board meeting time, the consensus was to move the 
meeting time to 5PM instead of 7PM for the remainder of 2009.  Clerk Merrick will advertise and post 
a notice to that effect.   
 
11. MEETING CLOSE: 
 With no further business to discuss, Trustee Fox moved and Trustee Hill seconded the motion 
to adjourn.  The vote was as follows: Deputy Mayor Brennan-Aye, Trustee Fox-Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, 
Trustee LaGrou-Aye and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 
9:05PM.      

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


