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VILLAGE OF GENESEO       April 7, 2008 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PUBLIC HEARING to consider the Tentative Budget for fiscal year 2008-09 
 
PRESENT: 

Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor  Marsha B. Merrick, Clerk/Treasurer 
John Fox, Jr., Trustee   J. Thomas Reynolds, Attorney 
Bradley R. Hill, Trustee  Eric Osganian, Police Chief  
Thomas J. LaGrou, Trustee  Matt Griffo, Planning Board Chair 
   

PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 Howard Appell   
 
1. HEARING OPENED: 
 Mayor Hatheway opened the public hearing at 7:15PM, noting that the appropriate notification 
had been published. The budget was presented to the Board of Trustees two weeks ago; a committee 
consisting of Mayor Hatheway, Deputy Mayor Wilcox, Clerk/Treasurer Merrick, Supt. Welch, Supt. 
McTarnaghan, Police Chief Osganian and Fire Chief Manzo proposed it.   
 The budget is status quo, according to Mayor Hatheway; there aren’t any major shifts in 
priorities except for a couple of police department issues, which will be addressed by Chief Osganian.  
One issue has to do with reinstatement of the K-9 program.  It had been dropped due to the retirement 
of Officer West’s police dog Gil and because the vehicle used for the program needed extensive repair. 
Officer West has since tendered his resignation effective April 25.  Eric stated that he has been in 
conversation with Assemblyman Burling, who has offered a grant of $5,000 to support a new K-9 dog  
(the total approximated cost is $5,500).  Eric stated that the cost of the dog is the major component of 
the program; dog food, vet bills and funding for the dog handler amount to an additional $3,000 per 
year.  It is hoped that once the Ford Explorer is repaired, it can be put back in service as the K-9 
vehicle.  Trustee Fox wondered about kenneling the dog; Eric responded that the officer who is the 
handler of the dog must be compensated for caring for it at home (historically about $100 every bi-
weekly payroll, which is included in the $3,000).  Another possible source of funding is through a 
Democrat & Chronicle grant in the amount of $3,500-Eric has submitted an application for that.  
Mayor Hatheway stated that the issue does not have to be decided tonight; Eric is looking for a June 1 
start up date for the program if it can be funded. 
 With regard to a school resource officer (SRO) at Geneseo Central, Mayor Hatheway stated 
that he and Eric have been in conversations with Supervisors Wadsworth and Merrick and the School. 
The initial proposal for funding the position would be1/3 from the School, 1/3 from the County, and 
1/3 from Village and the Towns of Geneseo and Groveland.  The Town of Groveland Board turned 
that proposal down; they feel it would be much fairer to run the program through the school budget (as 
is the case in Livonia). The cost to the village would have been on the order of $10,000.  The officer 
would be on the school schedule of five days on and two days off (rather than the 4/2 schedule for the 
GPD officers).  During the 8 weeks of summer break, and perhaps other vacations,  the officer would 
be working for the Village.  Trustee LaGrou asked if there is a need for this type of officer; Eric 
responded that every school district in the County has a resource officer except Geneseo and 
Keshequa. The position would involve hiring a new officer – none of our current officers are interested 
in the SRO position.  As for that new hire, Mayor Hatheway continued, the school would by necessity 
be involved in that process.  Training for the officer would involve SRO “school” in August as well as 
DARE training.  Eric stated that the officer would be provided with one of the police cars in the fleet.  



 
 

2

Trustee Fox asked if the officer would be present at after-school events. Eric assumed that would be 
the case.  The officer would also be involved in classroom activities.  
 Dick brought attention to the $510,000 budgeted in A3120.1 (police personal services). That 
number there is more realistic than that which we originally budgeted in 2007-08 (although some of 
that cost is offset by grant funding).  Trustees Fox and Hill wondered if funding for the SRO officer is 
included in the $510,000-Mayor Hatheway said that it was not.  The $10,000 figure supplied by Chief 
Osganian was predicated on a senior officer costing approximately $63,000 per year (salary, training, 
equipment/uniforms, and benefits).  That cost would be somewhat lower for a new hire. The school has 
indicated they could pick up Groveland’s share; the revised proposal would be for the School to pay 
Groveland’s and their share (1/3+), the County to pay 1/3, and the Town and Village of Geneseo the 
remaining (1/3-).  Trustee Fox would like to see a more precise breakdown of that cost allocation. Eric 
stated he would provide those figures.  The conversation on the issue is ongoing, Mayor Hatheway 
concluded. 
 Another significant item in the budget includes a new ambulance, to be paid from ambulance 
fees.  Routine ongoing items include maintenance of streets, tree trimming and planting, sidewalks and 
equipment replacement.   
 Applications are due for the DPW position on April 10 and review will start shortly after that 
date.  Trustee Hill asked if the funding for that position is included in the budget-the response was yes.  
It is hoped there will be a month of overlap between Supt. Welch and the new superintendent. 
  
2.  HEARING CLOSED:    
 Without further comments or questions from the public, Trustee Hill moved and Trustee 
LaGrou seconded the motion to close the public hearing.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Fox-Aye, 
Trustee Hill-Aye, Trustee LaGrou-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and the 
hearing closed at 8:30PM. 
 

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


