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VILLAGE OF GENESEO      February 11, 2008 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES        
 
PRESENT: 

Richard B. Hatheway, Mayor  Marsha B. Merrick, Clerk/Treasurer 
Sandra F. Brennan, Trustee  J. Thomas Reynolds, Attorney   
Bradley R. Hill, Trustee   
William S. Lofquist, Trustee 

 Robert D. Wilcox, Deputy Mayor  
 
PUBLIC PRESENT:    
 Howard Appell   John Fox  Corrin Strong (8:25PM) 
  
1.  MEETING OPENED:  

Mayor Hatheway called the meeting to order at 7:00PM. The minutes of the January 28, 2008 
meeting were reviewed.  Trustee Lofquist moved and Deputy Mayor Wilcox seconded the motion to 
adopt the minutes as amended. The vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, 
Trustee Lofquist-Aye, Deputy Mayor Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye. The motion passed.  
 
2.  HIGHLAND PARK: 

Mayor Hatheway would like to see resolution of this issue so that the Little League folks can 
plan their season and so that the neighbors are appeased.  Last Friday Dick received a NYCOM 
publication entitled:  Regulation of Parks and Other Municipal Property.  There are a couple of 
interesting items in there such as it being improper for any organization to be allowed exclusive use of 
a municipal park:  Exclusive use of any part of the facilities is improper.  Recreational facilities are for 
the general use of the public.  Permanent use at particular times, even though just once or twice a 
month, is also improper since the permanency of such use would also destroy the public nature of the 
facility.  Dick found this to be interesting and timely.   

Dick then met with Mr. Walker who has done much of the legwork and research on all aspects 
of the issue.  Temporary fencing has been used at the College for women’s softball and other purposes; 
it comes in ten-foot freestanding portable sections, is easily stored, is considerably safer than chain link 
fencing, and can be obtained from five or six different manufacturers.  Sandy asked if we heard from 
anyone from Little League to confirm these findings.  The response was no.  Another type of 
temporary fencing involves sleeves in the ground with caps on top so that the poles can be used and 
then removed.  Doug Welch says getting the chain-link fence tight enough is one problem and a second 
is that the cap on the sleeve would have to be beneath the ground surface.  There are no Little League 
regulations requiring permanent fencing. Mr. Walker stated that the group he represents is not opposed 
to Little League using the park, but the group is opposed to the intrusiveness of the outfield fence.   

The lights are a separate issue, Dick continued, and perhaps a case of trying to do too much too 
soon in this small park.  Sandy stated that the Little League group had indicated not having lights 
would not preclude their plans. Bill wondered if a committee could be formed with Mr. Walker and 
another person from that group and some little league people.  Sandy asked what a committee would 
be charged to do.  Bill does not think that in considering what the NYCOM booklet stated, that 
installation of the fence or the lights makes the use exclusively little league.   

Brad is willing to engage in a conversation with campus representatives about the possibility of 
using SUNY fields for little league.   

Bob is interested in forming a committee (with persons for and against) in the short term that 
will come to a quick decision.  Sandy wondered what the planning board would be offering as a 
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solution; Dick responded that he understands they won’t put forth a recommendation but rather present 
various aspects of the matter.  Dick suggested two initiatives, one to solve the immediate problem, the 
other to look at the long term by forming a committee to look at all recreational issues in the Village of 
Geneseo.  Sandy suggested expanding the dialogue to include the best use of the three parks.  Bill said 
this comes out strongly as a recommendation in the master plan.  He said there is a parking issue at 
Highland, there is the possibility of extra land for expansion available, and maybe having a committee 
is the best way to examine all of these issues.   

Sandy did say that for the Village Board not to make an immediate decision about the outfield 
fence this year is not going to sit well with the neighbors.  Bob and Dick agreed.  Dick doesn’t see how 
a permanent fence can be justified at this point.  It was his recollection that the Board had asked Little 
League officials to examine this possibility when they appeared before the Board last August. One 
possible course of action now would be to make a commitment to take the permanent fence down at 
the end of the approaching Little League season and look into temporary fencing for 2009.  Sandy is 
not for leaving the fence up over this season; she thinks it needs to be addressed soon and thinks it 
would be good to get all three parties in a room together (Little League representatives, neighbors and 
Village Board officials).   

In conclusion, Dick said there are two issues: the short-term solution and the longer-term 
solution.  He will work towards a short-term solution, with a committee to be formed to address the 
long-term issues. Sandy wondered if we can put forth a proposed date to hear back and Dick said 
perhaps they could have a recommendation in a couple of weeks.   

 
3.  INSURANCE ISSUES: 
 There are two insurance issues on the table, Mayor Hatheway stated.  One deals with the health 
insurance options for the employees and the other deals with the property/casualty insurance package 
for Village interests.   

Deputy Mayor Wilcox and Mayor Hatheway met with DPW and the Police personnel in an 
effort to find alternative health care plans that are less expensive.  Changing the health care plan 
midway through the two union contract terms would involve drafting addenda to the contracts.  A 
meeting was held with union representatives last week following a presentation by an insurance 
consultant; there has been no response from the two groups. 
 In terms of the village’s insurance package, the bid process was last initiated in 1999.  Even 
though the Village Board and Clerk Merrick have had excellent service and a great working 
relationship with the Chanler Agency, it is time and fiscally prudent  to allow other agents in the area a 
chance to bid.  The Mey’s Agency, Livingston Insurance, and Tompkins Insurance are the local agents 
along with the Chanler Agency.  The policies are set to renew on June 1, 2008.  The Board was 
supportive and Clerk Merrick will set the wheels in motion. 
 
4.  BDLP (BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT LOAN PROGAM)REQUEST: 
 Randy Cofield submitted a proposal for additional funding for Team Cheer/Athletica from the 
Business Development Loan Program to Stu Brown’s office, the plan administrator.  Kathy Dear, 
assistant to Stu, processed the application and prepared the SEQR document for the project and 
submitted all the documentation to the Board.  Trustees Brennan and Lofquist said that the material 
was succinctly presented.   
 The proposal calls for expansion of the sporting goods operation known as Athletica, Inc. 
located at 131 Main Street.  The proceeds of the BDLP loan will be used for the purchase of computer 
and other equipment and for building renovation to create additional office space for its sales and 
customer service operations.  The Company will provide additional funds to complete the project.  The 
amount requested ($100,000) exceeds the amount allowed under the program guidelines (which limit a 
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new loan to 50% of the balance in the account, which at this time would be approximately $65,000).  
The Board discussed this point and agreed that the project is eligible under the auspices of the program 
but would be in favor of limiting the loan to $65,000 rather than the higher amount requested.  After 
further discussion, Trustee Brennan moved to approve a loan to Athletica, Inc. under the BDLP in the 
amount of $65,000 for a term of 7 years, with interest only payments for the first six months of the 
loan term.  The interest rate would be approximately 3.744 percent, or the average rate for one-year 
certificates of deposit at local banks plus one percent, consistent with program guidelines.  Security for 
the loan would be provided by a security lien on the equipment, furniture and fixtures purchased and 
installed as part of this project and personal guarantees from the principals of the firm.  This approval 
should also be contingent upon submission of the following additional information:  third party 
documentation of project costs and evidence that the firm’s contribution of at least $22,000 is available 
and committed to the project.  Trustee Lofquist seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 With regard to the environmental impacts of the project, Stu Brown’s office also prepared the 
SEQR document (Short Environmental Assessment Form for Unlisted Actions only) and Trustee 
Brennan went over the various aspects of the project in terms of environmental impacts.  In Part II of 
the form, it was stated that the project would impact ½ acre of land and re-work the existing footprint 
of the building.  There will be no new construction, no coordination will be necessary with any other 
agency and various impacts on air quality etc. were outlined in Part II with no significant impacts 
noted.  After further discussion, Deputy Mayor Wilcox moved to resolve that in accordance with the 
New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR), the Village Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Geneseo, hereby designates itself to serve as lead agency to coordinate the environmental 
review of the following activity to be undertaken within the Village.  The expansion of the sporting 
goods business known as the Athletica, Inc. including the acquisition of computer and other equipment 
and renovation of its existing building to create additional office space for its sales and customer 
service operations.  In its capacity as lead agency, the Village Board has caused to be prepared an 
environmental assessment of the significance of and potential environmental impact of the project.  
The Village Board hereby accepts the environmental assessment of this project, prepared by Stuart I. 
Brown Associates, Inc.  The Village Board further declares that, based on the environmental 
assessment, which has been prepared, it finds that the project will result in no significant damage to the 
environment.  Therefore the Village Board has determined that an Environmental Impact Statement 
will not be required and hereby issues a Negative Declaration under SEQR for the project.  Trustee 
Hill seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
    
5.  14 CENTER STREET: 
 Deputy Mayor Wilcox stated that he has written up a draft notice of sale that can be posted 
after it has had legal review.  Along with that, he has drafted a board resolution and a contract of sale 
that need legal review.  Andrew Chanler will prepare a hold harmless agreement that can protect the 
Village interests as the house is moved off the property.  Doug Welch obtained estimates for 
demolition of the east and west wings of the house; these estimates have no provision for asbestos 
removal.  Sandy spoke with Scott DeHollander (MRB) about lead and asbestos removal and 
abatement.  If those steps were necessary, the plan would be to hire a consultant to see how much 
hazardous material there might be.  However, Attorney Reynolds has prepared documents for purchase 
as is.  Standard forms (residential sales contracts) include waivers stating that those materials might 
exist in the house.  Sandy says if the Village Board elects to sell the house as is and let the buyer 
demolish whatever they feel necessary, then the consultant and abatement would not be needed.   
 Sandy said there is also the historic preservation issue; the APOG president recommends that 
we work through SHPO.  Sandy feels we should give APOG a chance to comment and also SHPO.   
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 Dick said there seems to be general agreement to have Bob work with Tom for the legal issues 
and Sandy will work on the historic and the SHPO issues.   
 
6.  WATER SYSTEM MAPPING PROPOSAL: 
 Dick spoke with Ryan Colvin (MRB) recently and back in the fall they proposed that the 
Village create a detailed map of the water system. One possibility would be to purchase a GIS 
instrument to locate the water lines etc.  The instrument that would be required measures with 
millimeter accuracy and costs approximately $40,000.  The thought was that it could be used by the 
Village in the future to locate lines whenever there is a water break.   Ryan thinks now that kind of 
accuracy coupled with the expense of the equipment is not feasible or necessary.  He is going to talk to 
local land surveyor Dick Thomas to see whether Dick is available to help perform the measuring and 
mapping necessary for the project.  The project will then move forward as is the wish of Supt. Welch.  
 
7.  LOCK BOX PROPOSAL: 
  Code Officer and fireman Dean O’Keefe previously distributed information to the Board about 
a lock box system, allowing emergency personnel to gain entry to businesses in the event of a fire etc.  
Dick wondered if there was any reaction to the proposal or to the proposed ordinance that would be 
necessary to implement the program. Attorney Reynolds talked to Dean about some of the wording in 
the ordinance.  Sandy wondered who was going to “sell” it to the merchants (as they would need to 
install a box on the outside of their building for a pass key into their establishment).  Dick responded 
that the ordinance would actually be a local law requiring a public hearing.  The Town would have a 
similar ordinance.  Dick will talk with Dean to see how to move forward and the Board concurred. 
  
8.  PRESERVATION LEAGUE CONFERENCE: 
 The conference is kaput!!! Dick reported.  Committee members agreed on three possible dates 
and looked at the conference center in Mt. Morris.  However when the speakers were contacted, they 
were already booked at other nearby workshops. Perhaps they will pursue it in Spring 2009.   
     
9.  MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: 
 Mayor Hatheway attended a meeting at Geneseo Central School with Groveland Supervisor 
James Merrick, Geneseo Town Supervisor Will Wadsworth and School Superintendent Tim Hayes 
about the possibility of obtaining a school resource officer.  Tim Hayes arranged the meeting and the 
idea is being explored at this point.  Start up (if all fell into place) would be fall 2008. 
 Dick talked with Doug Welch on Friday about flooding of lower Oak Street after last week’s 
rain.  He used the sewer-flushing machine in the storm sewer in the vicinity of 4 and 6 Oak Street.  
Apparently the flusher burst through a blockage and all of a sudden the water started flowing.  There is 
clay tile out there with a very small inlet and a natural detention pond behind Scherline’s (33 Second 
Street).  Doug’s suggestion was for the neighbors to get together and look at the possibility of having a 
small drop inlet put in to handle the water during these instances.  Doug will keep us informed; Dick 
noted that all work performed by Supt. Welch in the area was done on Village land, even though the 
problem occurs on non-Village properties.  
The Association of Village Board’s meeting is coming up on February 20 in Dansville, Dick reported. 
  
10. PUBLIC SAFETY: 
  The Med-Ex billing contract is up for renewal.  Fire Chief Manzo recommends charging the 
same rates as in 2007, according to Clerk Merrick.  The Med-Ex billing fee would raise $2 in 2008 to 
$39.50 per billable account.  Deputy Mayor Wilcox moved to approve the contract between the Village 
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of Geneseo and Med-Ex Billing in LeRoy at the current rates as recommended by Fire Chief Manzo.  
Trustee Brennan seconded the motion and all were in favor.  
  
11. PUBLIC WORKS: 
 Matthew McTarnaghan’s six-month probationary period is up, according to Clerk Merrick who 
notified Mayor Hatheway.  Civil Service probationary periods can be up to 52 weeks, but the Village 
DPW contract stipulates a period of 26 weeks.   Employees are not eligible for health insurance 
coverage until they pass that probationary period.  Mayor Hatheway noted that he did speak with the 
Supt. of the Water/Wastewater Treatment Plants and asked for input from his standpoint and that of his 
crew.  He reported that everything was fine and Matthew was working out well.  Therefore Trustee 
Brennan moved to approve Matthew McTarnaghan for permanent employment with the Village of 
Geneseo and authorize Mayor Hatheway to sign the Civil Service paperwork.  Deputy Mayor Wilcox 
seconded the motion and all were in favor.    
  
12. TRUSTEES: 

Trustee Brennan:  Sandy stated that the small cities grant proposal must be underway by the 
middle of March and it looks like there will not be big proposal to present but perhaps a proposal with 
a number of smaller projects could be tied together.  If that is the case, two public hearings will be 
necessary, one in February and one in March.  Those public hearings will not be necessary if a 
proposal cannot be put together soon.  

Supporters of Main Street committee members are working with three interns on a fall frenzy 
that will involve a weeklong event including scarecrow decorations, a chili contest and bonfire at the 
Big Tree Farm and perhaps a pumpkin/jam sale in the Geneseo Building.  They are meeting with 
GUMA this week to explore the possibilities.  Halloween is in there (during the weeklong event) and 
they plan to work with Kiwanis on the events that day and evening.   

Trustee Hill:  The nuisance abatement notice was sent out with the quarterly water/sewer bill.  
There has been little feedback on that, however a couple of potential instances have occurred and 
notices have gone out. The process is moving along and Brad is pleased with the progress thus far. 

The Campus Coalition committee is planning a clean up day in the spring and is working with 
the DPW to coordinate that event.   

With regard to the river access park, Brad talked to Supt. Welch about the fishing and boating 
access and they are targeting April 1 to open that up.  There has been discussion about a free-floating 
platform but that is still ongoing.  Hopefully, the local scouts are going to be involved in getting the 
park ready in the spring and Brad has others included in a small committee to work on the park further. 

Trustee Lofquist stated that he has nothing new to report; the zoning revisions are still being 
reviewed.   
 Deputy Mayor Wilcox stated that the Tourism committee met today and are putting out a new, 
slightly different brochure and planning to print 10,000 copies.  There are only 1,000 left from last 
year’s version.  There is an intern working on the project from the College who has been very helpful.   
 A $1,300 grant was received from the Council on the Arts for the arts stroll. 
 A committee has been put together to interview the six candidates for recreation director on 
Thursday and Kathy Booth has been very helpful, Bob reported.  The recreation board might be 
reconvened through this process also.  They have not met since 2005 largely due to Kathy’s diligence 
in coordinating the various programs.   
 Bob brought up the topic of having a farmer’s market this summer. There is a meeting in early 
March in Rochester for folks interested in learning more about it.  He wondered if the Village Board 
would be interested in supporting such an endeavor if he can garner outside interest in organizing one 
here. There will be a monetary outlay on the part of the municipality and it could range in the area of 
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$7-$8,000 with most of that money going to hire a person in charge of the market.  The Board was 
somewhat skeptical that it could work in the Village or if they would want to invest the amount of 
money into the project that it might warrant but encouraged Bob to look into it further.   
 
13. CLERK/TREASURER: 
 Clerk Merrick informed the Board that she had collected on the letter of credit for Cedarwood 
Development (Phase I) in the amount of $20,000.  Supt. Welch and his crew will use the money to 
have the final coat of asphalt applied to the streets in the development.  The developer was given 
plenty of time to get the task accomplished and did not follow through.   
 Clerk Merrick asked the Board about updating the Village website and through that process 
separating the site from the Town of Geneseo.  Now that the offices have been separated physically, it 
doesn’t seem prudent to keep all of the information together on one site any longer.  The website has 
been shared since 2001.  Councilman Tenalio has been very diligent in updating the site with Village 
information, but it would be nice to be able to post information on our own and have an updated site. 
 The Board was skeptical about splitting the site, as they are interested in sharing services 
wherever feasible.  However, the appearance of the site and the fact that information is not readily 
accessible (i.e. the new Nuisance Abatement Law) has created problems.  Clerk Merrick stated that 
Deputy Clerk Mack and Clerk Lund are more than willing to learn how to update the information and 
keep it current.  Deputy Mayor Wilcox mentioned that Arlene Somerville updates the geneseony.com 
site regularly and required minimal training in that aspect.  After further discussion the Board agreed to 
let Clerk Merrick explore the topic further and come back with a recommendation. 
    
14. MEETING CLOSE: 
 With no further business to discuss, Deputy Mayor Wilcox moved and Trustee Lofquist 
seconded the motion to adjourn.  The vote was as follows:  Trustee Brennan-Aye, Trustee Hill-Aye, 
Trustee Lofquist-Aye, Deputy Mayor Wilcox-Aye, and Mayor Hatheway-Aye.  The motion passed and 
the meeting adjourned at 9:15PM. 
     

Marsha B. Merrick, Village Clerk 


