
Unapproved	Minutes	of	Regular	Geneseo	Town	Board	Meeting	

Thursday,	August	14,	2014	

A Regular Meeting of the Geneseo Town Board was held on Thursday, August 14, 2014 at the 

Long Point Park Pavilion, in Geneseo, New York.  

PRESENT:  William S. Wadsworth, Supervisor 

   Roberta Irwin, Deputy Supervisor 

   Felicisimo Manapol, Councilman 

   Patti LaVigne, Councilwoman 

ALSO PRESENT: Larry Levey – Highway Superintendent 

   Ron Maxwell—Code Enforcement Officer 

   Katie DiLaura – Deputy Town Clerk    

   Miranda Reid—Liv. Co. Planning Dept., Liv. Co. Watershed Manager 

   Cathy Higgins—Liv. Co. Dept. of Health, Liv. Co. Watershed Inspector 

   Mike Saviola—CLA President 

   Al Dietrich—CLA’s Town Board Liaison 

   Todd Cucchiara    Dennis Anthony 

   Patricia Macauley    Marianne Anthony 

   Richard Pieper     Jim Kraus 

   Jean Sarancini     Barbara Kraus 

   Robert Thayer     Wayne France 

   Jonathan Nieves    Bob Beckwith 

   Diane Hadfield     Dan Jones 

   Mitch Hadfield    Janice Jones 

   John Sparling     Margaret Duff 

   Joanne K. Harris    Eric Russell 

   Bob Harris     Ann Meagher 

   Joe Ferrero 

ARRIVING LATE: Ed Russell—Town Attorney 

ABSENT:  Jerald Wrubel, Councilman 

MEETING OPENING & APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Supervisor Wadsworth called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Councilwoman Irwin led the 

pledge to the flag. 

The Board reviewed and approved the July 10
th

 minutes.  Councilwoman Irwin moved and 

Councilwoman LaVigne seconded the motion to approve the minutes of July 10, 2014 as 

presented.  Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; Irwin­aye; LaVigne­aye. 

Nays: None.  Councilman Manapol abstained from voting because he was absent from the July 

10
th

 meeting.  
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The Board reviewed abstract #8 of 2014. Councilwoman Irwin moved and Councilman Manapol 

seconded the motion to approve payment for vouchers # 543 through #638 on abstract #8 in 

the following amounts: 

General A vouchers    $36,196.15 

General B vouchers    $5,074.61 

Highway DA vouchers   $8,412.51 

Highway DB vouchers   $6,195.16 

Special Light District vouchers  $230.60 

Sewer District vouchers   $25,815.43 

Water O&M SW0 vouchers   $58,713.71 

Water District #1 SW1 vouchers  $2,250.00 

Water District #2 SW2 vouchers  $3,600.00 

and totaling $146,488.17. Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; 

Irwin­aye; Manapol­aye. Nays: None. 

LIFEGUARDS:

The Board discussed the requests made by outside organizations to hire lifeguards when 

visiting Long Point Park. Councilwoman Irwin moved and Councilwoman LaVigne seconded the 

motion to not allow lifeguards to be available for outside hiring by organizations for use at Long 

Point Park, for the remainder of the 2014 season. Motion passed with voting as follows: 

Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­aye; Manapol­aye. Nays: None. 

DEPUTY TOWN CLERK:

Supervisor Wadsworth discussed the need for a deputy town clerk to assist the clerk in doing 

marriage licenses, etc, when she is unavailable.  Councilwoman LaVigne moved and 

Councilwoman Irwin seconded the motion to appoint Katie DiLaura as the Deputy Town Clerk 

to the Town of Geneseo, as per Town Clerk Courtney Kennedy’s recommendation. Motion 

passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­aye; Manapol­aye. Nays: 

None. 

HIGHWAY:

Councilwoman Irwin moved and Councilman Manapol seconded the motion to adopt the 

following resolution for Snow and Ice Control on state roads: 

STATE ROADS

SNOW & ICE CONTROL 

RESOLVE, that the agreement which became effective July 1, 1974, between the County of 

Livingston and this Town, relating to the control of snow and ice on the State Highways within 

this Town, and such adjacent territory within said County as might be agreed upon by the 

County and the Town Superintendent of Highways, and the changes and modifications of said 
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agreement heretofore approved by this Town, be and the same hereby are extended for an 

additional period of one year, until June 30, 2016.  

Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­aye; Manapol­aye. 

Nays: None. 

FIDDLER’S PICNIC:

Supervisor Wadsworth discussed the success of the Fiddler’s Picnic. Donations and grants 

totaled over $3,100.00, while over $350.00 was collected in donations at the event itself. 

According to a budget prepared by organizer Howard Appell, there was a $32.81 surplus for the 

event, which will go toward the 2015 budget.  

LAKE LEVEL DISCUSSION:

With high amounts of rainfall recently, questions have been raised about the lake level being 

too high. Supervisor Wadsworth explained that he is aware of the concern and that work is 

being done with the compact of Town Supervisors and the Water and Sewer Authority to 

control and maintain the lake levels.  

FENCE LAW UPDATE:

Supervisor Wadsworth discussed the on­going work between the Zoning Board of Appeals, the 

Planning Board, and the Town Board to come to a compromise on a lake residential Fence Law. 

He stated that all three boards are meeting next Thursday to go over a draft of the law. Once 

the law is reviewed by the three boards, it will go to the public.  

FRIENDS OF LONG POINT—AMUSEMENT PARK DISCUSSION:

At 7:15pm, Mr. Robert Harris began a discussion in opposition to the Friends of Long Point’s 

proposal to bring back amusement park­type rides to Long Point Park. Mr. Harris is a resident to 

the North of the park, and stated several reasons that his family, along with many of their 

neighbors, is opposed to the Friends of Long Point’s efforts. Mr. Harris’s main reservations with 

the proposal are: bathroom adequacy, financial responsibility if the venture were to fail, 

additional insurance costs, safety concerns, and environmental concerns.  Additionally, Mr. 

Harris questioned whether the Friends of Long Point would even be allowed to make these 

changes, as the DEC owns the waterfront portion of the park.  

In response to Mr. Harris’s statement, Mr. Ron Maxwell clarified that the DEC did control 

anything past the 819. The Town did not buy the land with the DEC, the Town owns it solely. 

Councilwoman Irwin mentioned that if the equipment exceeds $35,000 then the Town must 

open bids for the purchase, but if the Friends of Long Point purchased the equipment that 

would not be a necessity. Supervisor Wadsworth also mentioned that the Town is currently 

involved in an internal study analyzing insurance costs, municipal laws, permits, etc.  
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There was then discussion amongst town residents, both for and against the proposition. Some 

concerns mentioned include: an example of the Fast Ferry in Rochester, exemplifying the failure 

of business ventures by municipalities; the spending of tax dollars by the Town on independent 

studies to look into this matter; noise pollution; decreases in property values; concern over the 

Town investing such a large sum of money on a private venture.  

At 7:30pm, Joe Ferrero, for the Friends of Long Point, gave his presentation as to why the Town 

should go forward with the amusement rides. Mr. Ferrero stated that the Friends of Long Point 

has been registered as a 501­C3 non­profit corporation. He said that he is focusing on Long 

Point Park in order to reclaim the history of the park. He wants to cater to families with smaller 

children, and also to incorporate education into the park rides. He also stated that he has 

another goal in mind: to help alleviate the Town’s financial pressures. He wants to keep the 

park on a small scale, and to operate it within reasonable hours—not past 8:00pm, so as to not 

disturb neighbors. Mr. Ferrero stated that he does want to maintain much of the green space, 

by placing the rides near the Walt Kingston museum and the road. He stated that there would 

be no go­karts, arcade, or concessions, and that the park would not be in competition with 

other local businesses (like Minnehan’s), but rather would work with them. In conclusion, Mr. 

Ferrero stated that he has several donors who are interested in donating to the cause, but has a 

deadline in which to secure the rides from Hoffman’s Playland. Mr. Ferrero is requesting an 

initial capital outlay, from the Town, of $510,000.00, as the acquisition cost for Hoffman 

Playland. Hoffman Playland would need a contract by August 20th, and to close on the sale by 

October 1st.  

There was a great deal of feedback in response to Mr. Ferrero’s presentation. Nancy Anderson, 

a resident to the South of the park, presented an article from the USA Today showing a similar 

situation in St. George, UT. This town was originally against the purchase of a carousel, but in 

the end made the purchase and it was very successful. Other comments include: excitement for 

a nice place to take the family; noise being a non­issue. One resident asked whether there was 

a financial hardship with the park, and whether the Town would be selling the park to 

developers. Councilwoman Irwin explained that the park is and always has been an on­going 

discussion, but that there have been no decisions made to sell the park. At this point, 

Supervisor Wadsworth asked Mr.Ferrero what he was looking to gain from this meeting. Mr. 

Ferrero explained that in order to move forward on the “fast track”, he would need the Town to 

provide the $510,000 in financing in order to secure the purchase of the park rides in order to 

close on the purchase by October 1st, 2014. He also is looking for a definite approval to put 

rides in the park, before he moves forward with collecting donations.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

At 8:25pm, Councilwoman Irwin moved and Councilman Manapol seconds the motion to go 

into Executive Session to discuss the potential disposition of Town property at Long Point Park. 

Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­aye; Manapol­aye. 

Nays: None. 
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At 8:36 pm Councilwoman Irwin moved and Councilwoman LaVigne seconded the motion to 

come out of Executive Session, with no action taken. Motion passed with voting as follows: 

Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­aye; Manapol­aye. Nays: None. 

Supervisor Wadsworth explained to Mr. Ferrero that the Town does not have the legal 

authority to approve this action at this time. Councilman Manapol then made a statement that 

he appreciated all that the Friends of Long Point has done to help put focus on the park, and 

that he believes that a slower pace for bringing back the historical rides would be more 

beneficial to the Town. He also suggested that the Friends of Long Point look into the option of 

hiring a traveling amusement park to come for a week or two a year, rather than changing the 

aspect of the park permanently. 

CONESUS LAKE/ LONG POINT PARK:

Watershed Manager Miranda Reid addressed the Board and public regarding the Invasive 

Species Prevention and Response Plan. The purpose of the Plan is to facilitate effective and 

efficient collaboration between organizations and agencies in order to prevent invasive species 

from entering Conesus Lake and to minimize the ecological, economic and recreational impacts 

of existing invasive species in the Conesus Lake Watershed. Ms. Reid explained that there is a 

three­point plan that they are currently utilizing—Prevention, Monitoring, and Response. Ms. 

Reid also provided information on the Watercraft Steward Program at the Conesus Lake Boat 

Launch. Its purpose is to educate boaters of the invasive species through voluntary boat checks. 

Also, there is a Conesus Lake Association disposal station, to assist boaters in removing weeds 

at the boat launches.  

Ms. Reid also gave an update of the Livingston County Planning Department’s Streambank 

Remediation project. The project consists of two grants that have been received to remediate 

seven (7) streams that run into Conesus Lake, including one (1) in the Town of Geneseo, at Long 

Point Creek. Ms. Reid explained that it is hoped that the work on Long Point Creek may begin in 

September of 2014.  

As Watershed Inspector, Cathy Higgins is employed by Livingston County Health Department to 

oversee the public water supply program and beach water monitoring, and to work with 

contractors and Code Enforcement Officers to make sure erosion control measures are in place 

in the Conesus Lake Watershed area. Ms. Higgins discussed the blue green algae blooms that 

occur more often in cove areas on the shoreline. Both Vitale Park and Long Point beaches have 

been closed this year due to blue green algae. This algae can be very toxic to humans and can 

be fatal to dogs. Ms. Higgins suggested lake residents go to the Conesus Lake Association’s 

website and sign up to receive messages from the CLA regarding blue green algae. She also 

mentioned that the algae may bloom again in October, as it has in the past, and suggested that 

residents call the health department if they have any questions in regard to the algae.  
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At this time, Councilman Manapol suggested officially appointing Lore DiSalvo as honorary 

historian for Long Point Park. Councilman Manapol explained that Ms. DiSalvo has done 

extensive work at the park, which is much appreciated. Supervisor Wadsworth verified with 

Attorney Ed Russell to make sure that this was permissible; Mr. Russell stated that it was, as it 

would be an “honorary” position that was non­pay. Councilman Manapol moved and 

Councilwoman LaVigne seconded the motion to appoint Ms. Lori DiSalvo as Honorary Historian 

for Long Point Park. Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­

aye; Manapol­aye. Nays: None. 

Conesus Lake President Mike Saviola added his thanks to the Town Board Members for having 

this Meeting and for the CLA’s use of the pavilion for their Arts & Crafts Fair, and especially to 

Rick Pieper for his work during and after the fair and to Councilman Manapol for his assistance 

with the Arts & Crafts Fair.  

LONG POINT PARK PAVILION:

The Board was informed of two (2) Geneseo based organization’s requests to use Long Point 

Park and have the fee for the use of the pavilion waived. Councilwoman Irwin moved to 

approve Grace and Truth Christian Fellowship’s request, contingent on the church supplying 

the Town Clerk with an insurance certificate that meets all of the Town’s requirements and 

their payment of the security deposit. Councilman Manapol seconded the motion. Motion 

passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­aye; Manapol­aye. Nays: 

None. 

Geneseo Central School District also requested to have the pavilion fee and the security deposit 

waived for their use of Long Point Park for their new teacher workshop. Councilman Manapol 

moved and Councilwoman Irwin seconded the motion to approve Geneseo Central School’s 

request, contingent on the church supplying the Town Clerk with an insurance certificate that 

meets all of the Town’s requirements. Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; 

LaVigne­aye; Irwin­aye; Manapol­aye. Nays: None.

WATER/SEWER ISSUES:

Councilwoman LaVigne moved and Councilman Manapol seconded the motion to schedule the 

annual public hearing on the Town’s Water District Assessment Roll for September 11th at 

7:15pm. Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­aye; 

Manapol­aye. Nays: None. 

WATER LOSS REQUEST:

The Board Members reviewed the loss request form for 5720 West Lake Road and agreed that 

it was reasonable to allow the customer to pay for their water at wholesale. This has been the 

precedent for these types of requests. Councilwoman Irwin moved and Councilman Manapol 

seconded the motion to allow the customer at 5720 West Lake Road to pay for their water at 
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wholesale. Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­aye; 

Manapol­aye. Nays: None. 

MISCELLANEOUS:

Councilwoman Irwin moved and Councilwoman LaVigne seconded the motion to file suit 

against a former employee who we believe has Town privileged information in his possession, 

custody, or control. Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; Irwin­

aye; Manapol­aye. Nays: None.    

ADJOURNMENT:

At 9:05 pm Councilman Manapol moved and Councilwoman Irwin seconded the motion to 

adjourn the meeting. Motion passed with voting as follows: Wadsworth­aye; LaVigne­aye; 

Irwin­aye; Manapol­aye. Nays: None.              

Katie DiLaura, Deputy Town Clerk 


